
 

 

St Patrick's Cathedral Parramatta    
Cathedral Office: 1  Marist Place  Parramatta  NSW   2150 

Telephone  8839 8400    Web: http://www.stpatscathedral.com.au  

Emergency Calls  0417 848 522 

Sunday 24 May  The Ascension of the Lord 

 

Dear friends, 
Farewells and departures can be 

trying times for us, especially when we 

are saying our goodbyes to someone 

who has been close to us, who has 

assisted us in so many ways and has had 

a great influence on our lives.  This becomes an even 

greater emotional experience when we do not know the 

length of time that the person will be away. One thing 

we try to do in order to cope with the absence of such a 

person after their departure is to in some way keep their 

memory alive. We try and achieve this by surrounding 

ourselves with memorabilia which highlights our time 

with our departing friend – photographs, memories, 

sharings and the like.  All this helps us to cope with and 

adjust to the absence of our friend.   

In today’s liturgy, we find ourselves experiencing a 

departure – the physical departure of Jesus from the 

lives of His disciples.  They are now to go back into the 

world and continue his mission and be His presence to 

others.  

In the Gospel (Matthew 28:16-20) we find Jesus’ final 

words to his disciples achieving three things:  

Jesus assures them of His power [‘All things in 

heaven and earth has been given to me’ v. 18].  

Jesus commissions them.  [‘Go therefore, make 

disciples of all the nations; baptise them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, and teach them to observe all the 

commandments I gave to you’ v 19-20a]  

Jesus promises them His abiding presence. ‘And 

know that I am with you always; yes to the end of 

time’ v 20 b]  

In the past few weeks, we have heard through John’s 

Gospel the way in which Jesus forms and instructs His 

disciples leading to His eventual return to the Father.  He 

does this in order for them to continue to be His 

presence within the world.  He challenges them to 

continue to trust in Him and in God, even though they 

may be experiencing trouble in their lives [John 14:1].  

This trust is based on the fact that He is the Way, the 

Truth and the Life [14:6].  He encourages them to 

remain and show their love for Him by remaining faithful 

to His commandments [14:15.21].  He assures them that 

He will not leave them orphans, but that He will send 

them a second Advocate, the Spirit of Truth [14:16.26].  

This Spirit will be with them in times of trial and 

persecution [15:18-27].  Ultimately, Jesus bestows on 

them His peace, inviting them into a personal and 

intimate relationship with Him [14:17; 15:4.5.7.9].  

Remaining faithful to all this will allow them to truly be 

His disciples in the world.   

Even though we celebrate today the departure of Jesus 

and the commissioning of the first disciples, today’s 

solemnity is more about the commission that Jesus gives 

to each of us through our Baptism, than about his 

physical departure.  It becomes a time to recognise and 

celebrate what his presence and mission has done for 

and to us: enabling us to continue to preach His word in 

His name.   

At the conclusion of each Mass, the Celebrant challenges 

us with the words: ‘Go in peace to love and serve the 

Lord’.  We go in the peace and assurance that Jesus – 

the gift He gives to us freely- and knowing that He will be 

with us until the end of time.  This Sunday, as I hear 

these words, I can ask myself how will I continue to be 

the presence of Jesus to those I will meet in the coming 

week? Jesus does not ask for great miracles on our part.  

All He asks of us is that our lives are lived in testimony of 

His values and His truth.  This in fact is the best way in 

which we can be His witnesses in the world and so 

continue the ministry entrusted to those first disciples.  

 
Fr Bob Bossini,   Dean and Parish Priest 
 

From the Dean’s Desk  



 

 

MASS TIMES 
 
The Cathedral is now open for Mass with congregation of up to 10 people. 
 
If you wish to attend Mass you will need to do two things.  
1.  Email  Fr Chris with the following: Your name, email & phone number, and the 
day and time you wish to attend. 
2.  Register with MassRegister.com.au just once, to provide your contact details.  
 MassRegister.com.au is a booking system to help parishes collect the contact 
details of parishioners who visit our churches for prayer, confession and Mass.   
If a confirmed case of COVID-19 occurs in a parish, every person who has registered 
as an attendee of the parish will receive an email notifying them of the diagnosis 
and the date and time the person attended the church.  No other details will be 
provided. Remember, you only need to register once at Mass Register where you 
can choose multiple parishes.   
 
This week, with the cooperation of parishioners and visitors and the drive by Fr Bob 
and Fr Chris to open the Cathedral for public Mass, 160 people have been able to 
attend Mass over the last week . Live streaming of ALL Masses is continuing for 
those unable to attend.  Great work also by those behind the scene bringing  live 
stream Masses to our homes daily. 
 
Online Masses can be viewed at the Cathedral’s Facebook page  by clicking here 
 The 11am Mass on Sundays can also be viewed on this Youtube link 
 

Reconciliation  
Reconciliation for Mon 25 May to Friday 29 May - 11.15am - 12.20pm. Please note 
that strict social distancing rules will be applied. Confession will take place in the 
Cloister Function Room.  
  
 

Pentecost Retreat followed by 6pm Vigil Mass - Saturday 30 May 
The feast of Pentecost brings the season of Easter to a glorious close. Every year here at 

St Patrick’s Cathedral Parish, the Pentecost Retreat is our way to remind us of the 

outpouring of the Spirit and the launch of the Church. 

On Saturday, May 30, St Patrick’s Cathedral Live Christ Share Christ Pentecost Retreat 

will help us look at the writing of St Paul about the Holy Spirit and his presence in us. 

We will explore the Holy Spirit in Scripture and learn about the importance of the Holy 

Spirit in the Church, from Pentecost to the Church today. 

This will be followed by Adoration, Confession and will conclude with the Holy Vigil 

Mass.  

Retreat Session Program 

• 3:00 pm to 3:20 pm - Rosary; 

• 3:20 pm to 4:00 pm – “The Holy Spirit in the Writing of St Paul” by Fr Bob; 

• 4:00 pm to 5:15 pm - Liturgical Bible Study (LBS) “Break Open The Word” by 

Annette Hartman; 

• 5:15 pm to 6:00 pm - Adoration by Fr. Chris & music by Credo, at the same time;  

• 5:15 pm to 6:00 pm - Confession will be available at the Parish Cloister; and  

• 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm - Vigil Mass. 

We do hope you and your family, friends, relatives, colleagues, will be able to join us.  

You can find us on St Patrick’s Cathedral Parramatta Facebook page to access our 

livestream.  

Please share this good news in your household and others. 

You are welcome to send us your feedback via email: mguillema@bigpond.com 

We wish you every blessing in these challenging times. We look forward to hearing from you soon. 

In Christ 
Michael & Marietta Guillema 

 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Patricks-Cathedral-Parramatta-1590485624520954/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W727FNhpMVI
http://mguillema@bigpond.com/


 

 

The Gift Shop is now open to limited number of  three customers at a time. 
Only Credit card and eftpos facilities will be accepted for the time being. 
 
  

 We stock Religious goods, Ethical products, Sacramental gifts and many more 
 items to celebrate a time in your life.   
 

 Please note varied shop days/hours (as of this weekend). 
  OPEN: 
  Tuesday to Friday 10am – 2pm & Sunday 10am –12pm. 
  CLOSED:    
  Mondays and Saturdays. 

ENTRUSTMENT TO OUR LADY HELP OF CHRISTIANS 

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to affect Australians’ lives, including their worship, the Catholic Bishops of Australia 
will entrust the country to the care of Mary Help of Christians on her feast day.  

Mary Help of Christians has been the official patroness of Australia since 1844. Her feast day is celebrated on May 24, which 
this year coincides with the Feast of the Ascension. In our Diocese, Bishop Vincent will entrust Australia to Mary Help of 
Christians at the 11am Mass today. 

In solidarity with our Bishops, the rosary has been recited daily in the Cathedral  concluding on Monday May 25. Please join 
in praying the entrustment prayer below. 

 

          Prayer 

O Immaculate Mary, Help of Christians, Queen of heaven and 

earth, and tender Mother of humanity, at this time when a 

pandemic threatens all your children, we entrust to you our 

nation, Australia, and all who live in this country. 

We commit to your intercession all the members of our 

community, beginning with the weakest ones, from the unborn 

to the sick, the disabled and the elderly. 

We commit to you our families, our young and old, and all who 

are vulnerable, those who are quarantined or anxious. 

We entrust to your Immaculate Heart those who have lost their 

livelihood or employment, our pastors and other essential 

service workers, and our leaders at this time. 

We implore your intercession especially for the protection of 

doctors and nurses and those who minister to the contagious 

sick in this crisis. 

Reign over us, Mother of God, and teach us how to make the 

Heart of Jesus reign and triumph in us and around us, as it has 

reigned and triumphed in you! 

St Patrick’s Gift Shop  
Mobile 0419 153 195  



 

 

Planned Giving 

Thank you to the many parishioners who have been dropping in their Planned 

Giving envelopes and have kept up their automatic deductions.   We also have 

another option if you would like to make a donation/payment to St Pat's.   

Visit our website and on the top menu you will see a tab 'donate'.  You can make 

a Planned Giving payment,  pay an invoice or make a 'one off' donation.  Many 

thanks for your continued support of your parish.    

 

The Catholic Toolbox, Radio Show and Podcast 
 Host:  George Manassa  

 Time:  Tuesdays 8pm-9pm  

 Network: 1701AM and cradio.org.au  

 Topic:  Catholic Business Networking by Akita Sanchez  

  

 Facebook ’live’ Talk - scheduled for 29th May, 7pm-8pm.    

 Topic:  The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass   

 

 

From the Diocese 
Pre Marriage Weekend Courses to Recommence 

I am very happy to inform you that as COVID-19 restrictions are being eased we have reinstated our weekend Pre Marriage 

Courses. The first weekend course, provided no new restrictions are imposed, will be held on the 24th & 26th July at our 

usual venue at Blacktown. To book for the Weekend Course or the online SmartLoving Engaged preparation please go 

towww.parracatholic.org/pmp  We will observe all social distancing and hygiene provisions. We look forward to welcoming 

you or your family and friends to our Marriage Preparation Program. For more information and assistance please contact 

Marisa on 8838 3460.  Should there be newer restrictions introduced, we will advise. 

Life Family & Marriage Office - Diocese of Parramatta  

 

```````````````````````````````````````````````````` 

Perpetuals:  Paula Loto’aniu, Peter Van Tilburg, Margaret Angela Roberts, Norm Hector, Sally & Frank Martlew, Sherwood 

Family,  Pat & Jim Hartman, Royan & Andrews families, Don Andrews, Juliet Noronha, Dr Joseph Malouf, Abel Moses, Jimmy 

& Anna & Frank Grainda, Frank Agostino, Bernadette Melhen and Sally Boujandy, Jack Barrett, Ann O’Brien, Ian & Pat 

Sanders, Bill & Alice Kendall , Allan Kendall, Maria Patterson & Ellen Bancan, Giuseppina & Giovanni Rechichi, Mary Coady, 

Mary & Jack White, Vincent & Rebecca Vella, Walter Townsend, Watson Lee, Ferris Grugeon, McInherny, White, McWilliam 

and McGuckin families, Mary Abela, Robert Andrews, Sylvester Family, Rogan Family, Adcock, McMillan families, Love family, 

Hooper family, Gabrielle Baker, Paula Cowling, McDermott & Starr families, Repose of the Souls in Purgatory, Deceased 

Parishioners of St Patrick’s and St Monica’s.  

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

https://parralmf.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=46a9e3b51fe3aa7b07c50ab43&id=a3da67e237&e=8a0e0a5e67

