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Sunday 28 June Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Dear Friends,  

One of the most captivating posters 

used for recruiting during the Second 

World War was the one which shows a 

very stern image of Uncle Sam pointing 

his finger at the viewer with the statement: ‘I want you for 

the U.S. Army’.  It was one of many posters that focused on 

the patriotic nature of people – challenging them to realise 

that when they joined the armed forces, they were indeed 

doing something valuable not only for their own country 

but also for the free world.  It was an effective marketing 

device as thousands of young Americans signed up for the 

army, air force and navy.  These recruiting posters touched 

upon the patriotic hearts of the young men and women of 

America.  Would these posters have been as successful in 

recruiting the young if they had shown images of dead or 

wounded soldiers? Or scenes of the destruction and misery 

of war? Would the young Americans have so eagerly joined 

the armed forces if the posters had images of the wounded 

and disabled soldiers?  I think that had these posters been 

more explicit in showing the horror of war, then maybe the 

numbers willing to join, as patriotic as they may have been, 

would have been slower in accepting the challenge.  

This is what makes the Gospel passages that we have heard 

in the last two weeks so amazing.  They come from Chapter 

10 of Matthew’s Gospel and in its forty-two verses outline 

Jesus’ teaching on being a missionary disciple.  Even though 

Jesus states at the beginning of this chapter that the 

disciple is to be active in the very work of Jesus by having 

‘authority over unclean spirits with power to drive them 

out and to cure all kinds of diseases and illnesses’ [10:1], 

there follows some rather harrowing additions.  Jesus 

prepares his disciples for trouble.  They are to be handed 

over to the authorities, brought before governors [vv. 17-

20].  There will be betrayal among family members.  They 

will be universally hated on account of Jesus’ name [vv 21-

23].  Jesus goes on to state that anyone who prefers 

mother, son or daughter to him is not worthy of him.  

Anyone who is not prepared to take up the cross and follow 

him is not worthy of him [vv 37-38].  In fact, Jesus states 

that the person who is willing to follow him should be 

prepared to lose their life in order to find it in Jesus [v.39].  

As a recruiting technique, you would be right to state that it 

is not very appealing or encouraging.  In fact, it would have 

the listener think twice about leaving the safety of home life 

in preference to following Jesus.  His call seems to offer 

persecution, suffering, rejection, divisions and possibly 

death.  This would not make for an attractive, tempting or 

alluring recruitment process.    

The basis of Jesus’ call to discipleship is fourfold.  It 

acknowledges the ‘process of salvation’.  There is a God 

whose love brought about the initiation of our salvific story; 

there is Jesus who brought into the world the very message 

of salvation by revealing the love and life of the Father; 

there is the human messenger – the prophet and disciple – 

who speaks and acts according to the message received 

from Jesus and there is the recipient of the message – the 

believer – who finds life through the words and actions of 

the disciple. This is the central message of the last two 

verses of today’s Gospel [vv 40-42] where Jesus speaks of 

the welcome that the disciple receives.  

The role of the disciple as well as being rewarding and 

satisfying can also be challenging and painful as the 

message that we carry can be counter cultural. Whatever 

the struggle, discouragement and hardship that faces the 

disciple, there is the reassurance that as they are called by 

Jesus, they will also be supported, encouraged, loved and 

renewed by Jesus.  Here our liturgy today links in with last 

week’s when we heard three times Jesus saying to his 

followers: ‘Do not be afraid’ [vv 26,28,31]. May we always 

turn to Jesus who gives rest to those who labour and are 

heavy burdened [cf Matthew 11: 28-30].   

 
 
 
 

Fr Bob Bossini,   
Dean and Parish Priest 
 

From the Dean’s Desk  



 

 

Farewell For Fr Bob 
While we are aware that there is a petition being circulated in our community requesting an extension on Fr Bob’s contract 
here at the Cathedral, we also do not wish to see Fr Bob leave the parish on July 5 without a proper farewell, should this 
petition not be successful in its intention. 
 

To acknowledge the wonderful work that Fr Bob has done in the Cathedral in the last 6 years, there will be a farewell lunch 
organised in the hall and cloister area on July 5 after the 11am Mass. It is hoped that restrictions will be further eased by 
then.   Please see below. 
 

Reconciliation  
We are pleased to announce Reconciliation will be held on Monday - Friday 11.15pm-12.20pm and on  
Saturday 8.30am and 5.00pm until further notice. 
Please note that strict social distancing rules will be applied.  
Confession (during restrictions) will take place in the Cloister Café.  
 

First Friday Devotions - Friday 3 July 
First Friday Devotions are a special set of Catholic devotions to especially recognize the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, and through it offer reparations for sins. 

This will be Fr Bob’s final ‘First Friday’ at the Cathedral, as far as we know.  Please join us in 

making this an extra ordinary prayer session where we can also offer prayers for Fr Bob’s 

future wherever that may lead him. 

 

Parish Meeting - Sunday 28 June at 12.30pm 
We will gather together to discuss and update you on issues surrounding the parish finances for the 2019 and 2020 

Financial Year. There will also be opportunity to answers questions that you may have. 

 

Please Pray For... 

Sick:  Danny Dingle, Sharon Web (Patti M’s daughter), Michael Gittany. 

Perpetuals:  Bokeyar Family, David Family, Japour Family, Paula Loto’aniu, Peter Van Tilburg, Margaret Angela Roberts, Norm Hector, 

Sally & Frank Martlew, Sherwood Family,  Pat & Jim Hartman, Royan & Andrews families, Don Andrews, Juliet Noronha, Dr Joseph 

Malouf, Abel Moses, Jimmy & Anna & Frank Grainda, Frank Agostino, Bernadette Melhen and Sally Boujandy, Jack Barrett, Ann O’Brien, 

Ian & Pat Sanders, Bill & Alice Kendall , Allan Kendall, Maria Patterson & Ellen Bancan, Giuseppina & Giovanni Rechichi, Mary Coady, 

Mary & Jack White, Vincent & Rebecca Vella, Walter Townsend, Watson Lee, Ferris Grugeon, McInherny, White, McWilliam and 

McGuckin families, Mary Abela, Robert Andrews, Sylvester Family, Rogan Family, Adcock, McMillan families, Love family, Hooper family, 

Gabrielle Baker, Paula Cowling, McDermott & Starr families, Repose of the Souls in Purgatory, Deceased Parishioners of St Patrick’s and 

St Monica’s.  

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

Planned Giving envelopes will 

be distributed shortly.  If you 

would like to make any chang-

es, please contact the office.  

card and you have updated 

details, please also contact the 

If you would like to make a 

donation or pay an 

www.stpatscathedral.com.au Farewell for Fr Bob 

Sunday 5 July (after 11am Mass)  

FrBob’s last Parish Mass at St Pat’s 

Cloister Function Room and Cloister 

BBQ lunch supplied 

To assist us with catering please RSVP your attendance by either:  

e: enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au  ph: 8839 8400 or sign sheet at church. 
If you would like to contribute towards a gift, a donation box is available where you sign in for church or you can 

make a donation at the Parish Office. 



 

 

Slowly but Surely we are coming back 
From July 1 there will be no cap for worshippers attending church.  However, the 4sq/m rule will still apply.   

Prayer Groups including Meditation, Novena to Mary Full of Grace, Formation, First Friday Devotions and Cenacle have all 

made a return.  If you would like to attend any of these groups, please contact the office.    We will resume advertising 

these groups from July 1. 

 

Supporting St Pat’s 
For the last few ‘difficult’ months, the Clergy and Parish Team have endeavoured to keep to the ‘norm’as 
much as legally possible.  Financially, the parish has taken a ‘hit’ as no collections were and still are not 
being carried out.  If you would like to contribute to the well being of the parish, you are most welcome to 
use the ‘tap ‘n’go’ which is located where you sign in for Mass or make a donation via the ‘purple’ box’ 
located where you sign in for Mass. 
To use the Tap ‘n’ Go simply tap your debit/credit card once to make a $5 donation.  If you would like to 
donate more, tap again.  No receipts are given at this point. 
Our heartfelt thanks for your continued support. 

 

Current Covid-19 Restrictions 
Mass, Weddings and Funerals at St Pat’s 

If you wish to attend Mass you will need to register with MassRegister.com.au just once, to provide your contact details. 
Once numbers reach 50, you are welcome to join in the celebration of Mass in the Cloister via the sound system. 
Weekday Mass - If you are attending 12.30pm Mass, the doors are open from 12pm for Angelus and The Rosary.  Do hope 
you can join us. 

 
NATIONAL ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER SUNDAY CELEBRATION LIVESTREAMED 

FROM ST FRANCIS XAVIER CATHEDRAL 11.30AM  5 JULY. 

DETAILS AT WWW.NATSICC.ORG.AU  2020 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday Resources 

Sunday 5 July 2020 

 

 

  The Catholic Toolbox, Radio Show and Podcast 
   Host:  George Manassa & Akita Sanchez 

   Time:  Tuesdays 8pm-9pm  

   Network: 1701AM and cradio.org.au  

   Topic:  Black Lives Matter 

   Date:  Tuesday 7 July 

The Gift Shop is now open to a maximum of  three customers. 
Only Credit card and eftpos facilities will be accepted for the time being. 
 
  

Feel free to come in and have a browse around.  We stock Religious goods, 
Ethical products, Sacramental gifts and many more items to celebrate a 
time in your life or someone special.   
 

 Please note varied shop days/hours till further notice. 
  OPEN: 
  Tuesday to Friday 10am – 2pm & Sunday 10am –1pm. 
  CLOSED:    
  Mondays and Saturdays. 

St Patrick’s Gift Shop  
Mobile 0419 153 195  


