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“Do not be afraid, for behold, 

I bring you good news of 

great joy for all the people. 

For there has been born to 

you today in the town of 

David, a Saviour, who is 

Christ the Lord.  

Rejoice! God is with us. 

May Mary’s openness to God’s wondrous ways be an inspiration to place our trust in God. 

May Joseph’s courage provide hope during times of anxiety and uncertainty. 

May the Christ child ignite all families with a spirit of light and love. 

May the grace that encircled the Holy Family widen to embrace all families this Christmas. 

Bishop Vincent, Fr Peter, Fr Chris, Fr Chadi 

and the staff of St Patrick’s Cathedral thank all parishioners and friends of  

St Patrick’s Cathedral for their support  for what has been a difficult year in church ministry. 

We wish you and your family the  

PEACE, LOVE and JOY of CHRIST 

this Christmas season and his blessings of good health throughout the coming year.  

Have a safe holiday 

Bishop Vincent’s Christmas Message 

Bishop Vincent’s Christmas message can be viewed online at: www.parracatholic.org or via the Cathedral App 

http://www.parracatholic.org


From the Dean’s Desk 

A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 

25 December 2020 

Dear People of St Patrick’s Parish, 

I can assume with a fair degree of certainty that this 

Christmas will be very different from any other 

Christmas we have celebrated in recent years. Our 

lives since February have been dominated by the 

COVID-19 Pandemic and many people have 

expressed how glad they will be to see the end of 

this calendar year. But the world we live in has 

faced many challenges before and we need to be 

reminded that this pandemic is not the first time 

that people of Faith have been confronted with 

such a dilemma. In the 11th century there was 

leprosy pandemic that spread from the Middle East 

into Europe. In the 14th century there was the Black 

Death, in the 15th century the plagues that affected 

the peoples of Caribbean and South America 

because of European exploration and colonization. 

In the 17th century there was the Great Plague of 

London, in the 19th century the Cholera Pandemic 

followed in the 20th century by the Spanish Flu’, the 

Asian Flu’, HIV/AIDS, SAARS, MERS and then as our 

current pandemic, COVID-19. Pandemics, plagues 

are not new in our world. They are reminders of the 

fragility of the human species and of our sometimes 
-ludicrous attempts to believe that we have 
mastered the world through our technological 
advances, and thus are impervious to any threat. As 
Christian people we are from the moment of our 
baptism conscious of our own mortality and that 
this life is transient, and that disease and death are 
by-products of the fallen state of humanity which 
has been redeemed by Him whose birth we 
celebrate at this time. People of Faith have 
demonstrated great resilience during the past year, 
and this has been evident not simply in maintaining 
their own personal prayer life and devotion, even 
when deprived of the Eucharist as so many were for 
several months, but through extraordinary acts of 
kindness and charity to their neighbours and the 
broader community. It was a mark of the pastoral 
zeal of members of our parish that housebound folk

who could not be visited were frequently checked 

up on by way of phone calls and other 

communicative means. Whilst we might have gone 

from ‘actual’ to ‘virtual’ the contact was maintained 

and the bonds of our belonging together in the 

communion of the Church was strengthened. But 

we must not delude ourselves into thinking that 

2021 will be a panacea for all the ills of 2020. We 

will continue to face challenges and perhaps some 

unwanted surprises in 2021 (as we have recently 

discovered here in Greater Sydney) but 

demonstrating faith in action, nurturing our prayer 

and devotional life, participating in the liturgy of 

the Church will provide us with the tools we need 

to face those challenges and understand them as a 

part of our unique life journey. May the blessings of 

the Christ Child and aided by the prayers of the 

Mother of God, may we look forward with hope in 

our hearts to being with those we love this 

Christmas. 

With my prayers, 

Fr Peter G Williams 

Dean.  



Our Calendar for the next two weeks. 

DECEMBER 

26 Saturday St Stephen, the first martyr (Feast) 

27 Sunday The HOLY FAMILY of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

(Feast) 

Readings: Gen 15:1-6, 21:1-3 or Sirach 3:2-6, 

12-14; Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19 or Col 3:12-21;

Lk 2:22-40

28 Monday The Holy Innocents, martyrs (Feast) 

29 Tuesday 5th day in the Octave of the Nativity 

30 Wednesday 6th day in the Octave of the Nativity 

31 Thursday 7th day in the Octave of the Nativity 

JANUARY 

1 Friday  MARY, the Holy MOTHER OF GOD 

(Solemnity) 

2 Saturday Sts Basil the Great and Gregory (Memorial) 

3 Sunday The EPIPHANY of the LORD (Solemnity) 

     Readings:     Is 60:1-6;  Eph 3:2-3, 5-6;  Mt 2:1-12 

Christmas  to  Epiphany  
Weekday Mass Times 

Mass Times on Weekdays after Christmas 
December 28 to January 1— 8am only 
January 4 to January 8— 8am only 
January 11 to January 15— 8am only 

No adoration or confession during this time. 

Weekend Mass Times 
Saturday:  Mass at 8am 

6pm Vigil Mass (Saturday) 
Reconciliation : 8.30am—9am, 5pm to 5.30pm. 

Sunday Mass   
8.00am, 9.30am, 11.00am and 6.00pm 

Christmas can be a sad time for some families. Please call the St Vincent de Paul Society Family Assistance line on 1800 606 724 

if your family needs practical help this Christmas. 

And the Word made his 

dwelling among us, and we 

saw his glory, the glory as of 

the Father's only Son.   

(Gospel) 



ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL BELLS READY TO BE RUNG 

Work has finally finished and the eight new peal of bells for St Patrick’s Cathedral together with Patrick, the original 

bell, are now ready to be rung on Christmas Eve from 7pm to 9pm.  

The bells were blessed in a spectacular ceremony at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta on 8 September 2020  by 

Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv, Bishop of Parramatta. 

Getting to this stage has been a story involving dedicated people from around the world, passionate about 

bringing the dream of the pioneers of 1800s Parramatta to life. 

Fr Peter Williams, Dean of St Patrick’s Cathedral, 

coordinated the project with the Australian and New 

Zealand Association of Bellringers, from tracking down 

suitable bells internationally, to working out the logistics 

of hanging them and who will ring them. 

“Since 1853, the people of Parramatta have been waiting 

to hear the peal of bells, which, in the early days of our 

colony would remind them that it was time to attend 

church” he said. 

“This is not only a rewarding project for the parishioners 

of Parramatta, but, given our parish dates from 1803, it’s 

an historic moment for the whole of Australia. 

“They symbolise persistence, hope and regeneration” he 

said. 

St Patrick’s officially became a Cathedral in 1986 when 

the new Diocese of Parramatta was formed. It was 

rebuilt in 2003 after a devasting fire in 1996. 

(adapted from Christina Gretton, Catholic Outlook) 
Photo: Paul ,the bell man , tries out the new bells’ ropes. 



Cathedral Office Closed for Christmas 
The Parish Office will be closed from  25 Dec 2020 to 3 Jan 2021 inclusive. 

For emergencies please contact 0407 289 360

WELCOME

Here is a short history of our Cathedral. 

There has been a centre of catholic worship in 
Parramatta since the early 1820s. The current 
sandstone building is the third St Patrick’s Church 
completed on the site and was opened in 1936. When 
the Diocese of Parramatta was created in May 1986, St 
Patrick’s Church became a Cathedral. 

On 19th February 1996, the Cathedral was destroyed by 
fire, devastating the community but evoking an 
extraordinary feeling. “A new St Patrick’s will rise from 
the ashes” was the catch cry, and so it proved to be. 
The beautiful Cathedral which you see before you was 
completed and dedicated on November 29, 2003. 

The Cathedral precinct consists of the Chapel (the old 
Cathedral), the Cathedral (which is usually accessed via 
the Chapel), the Cloisters, Murphy House, the 
Cathedral Hall and the Cathedral Offices and 
Presbytery. 

We encourage you to walk around the Cathedral and 
appreciate its award winning architectural design or 
simply spend some time with our Lord in the Chapel. 
You will find a guide pamphlet in the Cathedral narthex 
that will assist you to understand and appreciate some 
of the wonderful aspects of St Patrick’s Cathedral. 

Welcome and enjoy your visit to Parramatta. 

ARE YOU VISITING ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL? 

Keeping us ALL ‘COVID safe’ this Christmas 
Please stay vigilant with procedures for attending Mass.  These 
include:- 

• staying home if you are unwell;

• wear a face mask;

• sign on upon entry;

• use hand sanitiser provided; and

• sit on marked pews.

We thank you for your assistance in helping us abide by

government guidelines.



Prayer for all families 

God and Father of us all, in Jesus, your Son and our Saviour, 

you have made us your sons and daughters in the family of the 

Church.  

May your grace and love help our families in every part of the 

world be united to one another in fidelity to the Gospel.  

May the example of the Holy Family, with the aid of your Holy 

Spirit, guide all families, especially those most troubled,  to be 

homes of communion and prayer and to always seek your truth 

and live in your love. 

 Through Christ our Lord, Amen.  

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, pray for us 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph - Year B 

Pope Francis proclaims 2021 “Year of St Joseph” 

With the Apostolic Letter “Patris corde” (“With a Father’s Heart”), Pope Francis recalls the 150th anniversary of the 

declaration of Saint Joseph as Patron of the Universal 

Church. To mark the occasion, the Holy Father has 

proclaimed a “Year of Saint Joseph” from  8 

December 2020, to 8 December 2021. 

In a new Apostolic Letter entitled Patris corde (“With a 

Father’s Heart”), Pope Francis describes Saint Joseph as 

a beloved father, a tender and loving father, an 

obedient father, an accepting father; a father who is 

creatively courageous, a working father, a father in the 

shadows.  

The Holy Father wrote Patris corde against the 

backdrop of the COVID-19 pandemic, which, he says, 

has helped us see more clearly the importance of 

“ordinary” people who, though far from the limelight, 

exercise patience and offer hope every day. In this, they 

resemble Saint Joseph, “the man who goes unnoticed, a 

daily, discreet and hidden presence,” who nonetheless 

played “an incomparable role in the history of 

salvation.”  

The Catholic Church honours St. Joseph as the foster 

father of Jesus. He is invoked as the patron saint of the 

Universal Church. He is also the patron of workers, 

father, and a happy death.  

(adapted from Vatican news) 
Picture: St Joseph’s dream, Philippe de Champaigne. 



ADVANCE NOTICE  

Re St Pat’s Matters 

The Christmas hols is a great opportunity to 

spend a little time in writing an article for St 

Pat’s Matters, which hopefully will come 

out at the end of January 2021. 

We welcome all contributions: involvement in ministry, 

memories of sacramental events, (Baptism, First Eucharist, 

Confirmation); of olden days of the parish; of former parish 

priests and parishioners who have stood out for their service 

to the parish; of how faith shapes your daily living; anything 

you consider worth sharing. 

So….a little loafing is permitted before rolling up your sleeves 

and getting to work writing your contribution. 

Email to M.Polizzi at balmap5@bigpond.com  or leave at the

Cathedral office marked “for St Pat’s Matters” 

Cathedral Offerings 

The First and Second collections are now a combined 

collection which will be taken up during the time of the 

Offertory and the Preparation of the Gifts. That is, there will 

be only one collection taken up at Mass from now on. The 

one collection will be split into 70/30 share of which 70% will 

go towards the up keep of the parish and 30% to support the 

clergy of the Diocese. 

Cathedral Office Christmas Holiday Closure 

The Cathedral office will be closed from 3pm on Christmas 

Eve and will re-open in 2021 on January 4. In case of an 

emergency call 0407 289 360. 

The Gift Shop will be closed from 3pm on Christmas Eve and

will re open on Sunday January 17.

Red Mass 
The celebration of this Mass will be to give thanks 

for the work of those who serve the law, and it is 

also an opportunity to reaffirm a commitment to 

justice and faith. 

This invitation is extended to all parishioners and 

hope you are able to join us. 

The Mass will be held at 7:30pm on Tuesday, 

February 2 2021 at St Patrick's Cathedral.

After the Mass, we welcome you to join us in the 

Cloister Function Room for light refreshments. To 

aid in our preparation for catering, we ask that you 

please confirm your attendance by emailing 

events@stpatscathedral.com.au or by phone to 

8839 8411 by Friday January 29, 2021.

Positions Vacant:
Parish Secretary – Sacred Heart Parish, Blackheath – 

Applications close 15 January 2021 

More details at: parracatholic.org/employment 

Welcome to The Well
The Diocese of Parramatta proudly announces its 

latest initiative – The Well. In what can be 

described as ‘Netflix for Catholics’, The Well is a 

new online platform that provides free, ‘on-

demand’ inspiration for families, children, young 

people and faith communities. Explore fresh 

offerings every week on topical issues that inform, 

entertain and challenge. Check it out at 

www.thewell.org.au 

Catholic Engaged Encounter Weekend: 

21 – 22 February 

How prepared are you for marriage? Engaged 

Encounter provides you with deeper insights into 

each other and into married life. We give you a 

chance to spend time together to strengthen and 

enrich your relationship. The next Engaged 

Encounter Weekend will be held on 21 – 22 

February 2021 at St Joseph’s Baulkham Hills. For 

further information and to register, visit 

www.engagedencounter.org.au/  

CATHEDRAL APP (SPCPP) 
Keep in touch with the happenings at the 

Cathedral via the Cathedral App. 

To install go to skoolbag.com.au   

Then, click on either  

Parish Notices 



 

 

Australian Owned 

SPEEDY SHOE SERVICE 

Shoe Repairs Key Cutting  Computer Engraving 

 

Bring your KEY CUTTING JOBS, 

    your  SHOES needing repairs and all 

  your ENGRAVING needs along to 

SIMON 

9891 2229 

for the most efficient and cost effective job. 

Special prices on all key cutting jobs (house, car, gar-

age etc.) starting from $2.50 (cheapest in town)The 

Queensland Arcade 

Phone  9891 2229  or  

email  speedyengraving@yahoo.com 

ALL PIANO SERVICES 

Anthony Lette & Sons 

Since 1958 

 

TUNING, RESTORATION &  

REPAIRS 

TO PIANOS, PIANOLAS 

GRANDS & REED ORGANS 
PTTG Members.  All Areas 

9631 3582 
e:  allpianoservices@gmail.com  
32 Cornelia Road, Toongabbie 

 

 

 

 

NEED a CLEANER? 

• Home cleaning 

• Strata cleaning 

• Commercial cleaning  

• Grounds keeping 

  KCM Brother’s Property Maintenance 

Servicing Parramatta & surrounding areas 

Call Mick on 0405 309 826 

Cleaning to suit your needs 

 

 6 Pitt Street Parramatta 2150 

Tel:  9687 1072 Fax:  9687 1074 

Email: wnbull@wnbull.com 

Member, Australian Funeral Directors  

24 Hour Service to all suburbs 
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