
 

 

St Patrick's Cathedral, Parramatta    
Cathedral Office: 1 Marist Place, Parramatta  NSW  2150 

Ph: (02) 8839 8400  Web: www.stpatscathedral.com.au 

 

02 May 2021 - Fifth Sunday of Easter (Year B) 

EMERGENCY CALLS   

ANYTIME Ph: 0417 848 522 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY 

  6:00pm      Saturday Vigil Mass 

  7:30am      Morning Prayer 

  8:00am      Mass 

  9:30am      Mass   

  11:00am     Solemn Mass with Cathedral Choir 

  6:00pm     Mass 

  6:00pm     Youth-led Mass (3rd Sunday) 

  7:15pm     Mass in Arabic 

 

MONDAY  TO  FRIDAY 

   6:10am     Morning Prayer 

   6:30am     Mass 

  11:15am    Exposition 

  11:15am   Sacrament of Penance (till 12.20pm) 

  Rosary after Angelus at midday 

  12:30pm   Mass 

 
 

SATURDAY 

   7:30am      Morning Prayer 

   8:00am      Mass 

   8:30am      Sacrament of Penance (till 9am) 

   9:30am      Mass in Extraordinary Form  

   5:00pm     Sacrament of Penance (till 5:30pm) 

 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 

Mass at 8:00am (No Adoration or Confession) 

 

WEEKLY PRAYER GROUPS 

 Monday 6:30pm—Legion of Mary 

 Tuesday 9:30am—Christian Meditation 

 Wednesday 7:30pm—RCIA 

 Friday 1:00pm—Cenacle Prayers 

 

MONTHLY PRAYER GROUPS 

 Last Tuesday of the month—Novena to 

Mary, Full of Grace 

 First Friday Devotions: 6:30pm  

 

OTHER CONNECT GROUPS 

Playgroup: Wednesdays 9:30am—11:00am 

Facebook: Parramatta St Pat’s Playgroup 
 

Credo Youth Ministries 

Contact Fr Chris or find information on 

Facebook: credo.stpats 

Email: credo@stpatscathedral.com.au 
 

Live Christ, Share Christ. 

Monthly formation nights. Contact Michael or 

Marietta on email mguillema@bigpond.com  
 

CONNECT WITH OUR PARISH! 

Download our App: SPCPP  

Facebook: St Patrick’s Cathedral 

Website: www.stpatscathedral.com.au  

Twitter: @StParramatta 

 

“If you remain in me…” 
 

WE ALL DESIRE INTIMACY. Intimacy with others is essential 

for true happiness and fulfilment. God made us for one another 

and so it is not surprising that from time to time we seek the 

company of others, perhaps often, perhaps occasionally. Conversely, we also 

need occasional solitude for good emotional health. This Sunday’s Gospel 

reading from John is a profound reminder to us by Jesus of the great intimacy 

we are called to with him and the benefits which flow if we “remain in him.” 

We need to remember that John’s Gospel is actually theology more than it is 

stories from the life of Jesus. Such stories are in John, of course, just as 

theology is found in the other Gospels, but stories are far fewer in number in 

John than they are in Matthew, Mark and Luke, often referred to as the 

“synoptic Gospels”. John’s theological bent is one of the key markers which 

differentiates it significantly from the synoptic Gospels. Jesus’ words to us today 

give us a great deal of theology, telling us about the loving nature of God and 

our relationship with this loving God and God’s people.  

As he did in last Sunday’s “Good Shepherd” Gospel, Jesus uses an image in 

this weekend’s Gospel that was familiar to the people with whom he was 

speaking. This weekend we hear him refer to himself as a vine, with us as the 

branches. In one sense I believe this to be the most intimate and touching 

image of Jesus’ relationship with us because we (the branches) are grafted 

onto, feed from and are reliant on Jesus (the vine). What could be more 

intimate? Another image which might be helpful to us is that of a baby being 

nursed by its mother. The intimacy between mother and child in this regard is 

unquestionable. Out of love for us, Jesus wants intimacy with us. Do we want it 

with him? 

Of course, we have the freedom to say no to Jesus’ invitation to intimacy. We 

may choose to say no out of fear. How often to people engage in shallow 

relationships with others out of fear of what greater intimacy may demand of 

them? Yet we need not fear intimacy with Jesus for it is only through a close 

attachment to Jesus (and I use the word ‘attachment’ deliberately in light of 

today’s Gospel) that we will know true fulfilment and bear fruit. 

There is however, a price to pay for this intimacy and Jesus doesn’t hesitate to 

tell us what it is: we will be ‘pruned’. 

Just as a vine is pruned in order to bear a greater quantity of fruit, so we will 

know some difficulties and pain in our discipleship. Our response can be to 

simply give up and choose to detach from the vine, or to stay attached and see 

these trials as a necessary means to greater growth as a blessing. The choice 

is ours. Jesus never seeks to impose his will on us. 

The words of Jesus this weekend sound to me rather like a plea: ‘Make your 

home in me, as I make mine in you.’ Let us respond positively to this invitation, 

safe in the knowledge that intimacy with Jesus, as a branch to the vine, is the 

only path to happiness both here on earth and in the world to come. 

Continued blessings throughout the Easter season,  

Fr Robert 



 

 

 

STAFF CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Dean and Administrator 
Very Rev Robert Riedling 
8839 8420 or frrobert@stpatscathedral.com.au 
 

Assistant Priests 
Rev Chris del Rosario 
8839 8423 or frchris@stpatscathedral.com.au 
 

Rev Chadi Ibrahim SDB 
8839 8419 or frchadi@stpatscathedral.com.au 
 

Priest in Residence 
Rev Van Xua Nguyen (Fr Joseph Nguyen) 
 

Deacon 
Rev Mr Roderick Pirotta 
deacon@stpatscathedral.com.au 
 

Office Hours  9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Receptionist: Donna Missio (Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri)  
8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au 
 

Parish Secretary: Pat Preca (Mon - Fri) 
8839 8412 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au 

 

Cathedral Parish Manager:  Mili Lee (Tue - Fri) 
8839 8419 or admin@stpatscathedral.com.au 

 

Sacramental Coordinator: Meg Gale (Tue only)  

8839 8400 or sacrament@stpatscathedral.com.au 
 

Director of Music: Bernard Kirkpatrick KSS 
8839 8400  music@stpatscathedral.com.au 

 

Liturgy Coordinator/Sacristan:  
Fr Chris del Rosario 

 

Youth Coordinator: Genevieve Lee 

8839 8400 or Credo@stpatscathedral.com.au 
 

Gift Shop Manager: Minnie Harb 

8839 8400 or giftshop@stpatscathedral.com.au 

 
 

SACRAMENTS 

Baptisms are celebrated in the Cathedral on most 
Sundays. Check for exceptions. Family members and 
guests must be present at the Cathedral at least fifteen 
minutes before the usual commencement time of 
12:30pm.  

Weddings are by appointment only. 

Contact the Parish Secretary. 

First Eucharist and Confirmation 

Please contact the Sacramental Coordinator. 

 

HIRING of ROOMS 
For hire of Cloister Function rooms, call 8839 8400 or 

enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au  

Welcomers needed 

We are in need of a few people to welcome people as they arrive at the 8:00am 

and 9:30am Masses. All that is required is a willingness to be at the cathedral 

fifteen minutes or so before Mass, grab a bundle of bulletins and liturgy guides 

and hand them out to parishioner with a smile as they arrive! There is no need to 

approach the Dean or any other staff member to apply for this role - if you come 

to one of these Masses regularly, just start doing it! 
 

Advertisers 

Please do your best to patronise those businesses who generously support our 

parish by advertising on the back page of the bulletin. It’s always good to support 

local businesses and those businesses operated by parishioners. 
 

Covid-19: the current situation in church 

The situation regarding worship practices in our churches continues to change as 

things improve. Whilst we still need to maintain social distancing (including 

when queueing for Communion), we are encouraged to sing once again. Also, for 

those of you who receive Communion on the tongue, all ministers who 

distribute communion now give Communion this way, so you need not restrict 

yourself to a member of the clergy for Communion. Thank you!  
 

News from Diocese of Parramatta  

Bishop Vincent’s Easter Message and Message for 01 May 

You can watch Bishop Vincent’s messages to the Diocese by going to 

the Parramatta Diocese’s website (www.parracatholic.org) or 

hopping onto the Diocese of Parramatta YouTube channel. 
 

‘The Well’ offers new refreshment in 2021 

‘The Well’ is back in 2021. The team are hoping to drip-feed new and relatable 

content every 72 hours that supports your ministry with family, friends, students, 

colleagues and strangers. Check it out on www.thewell.org.au 

CatholicCare Blacktown Neighbourhood Aid Volunteers Needed 
Blacktown Neighbour Aid, a program with CatholicCare, is looking for volunteers 

to support our senior clients in the Blacktown area to remain living 

independently in their own home. If you feel you would like to make a positive 

difference to others’ lives in this way, please contact the Manager, Deb 

Woolacott on 0418 114 055 or email deb.woolacott@ccss.org.au. 

Glenbrook Parish Women’s Retreat: 12 June 
St Finbar’s Parish, Glenbrook, is hosting a women’s retreat filled with peace, 

prayerfulness, adoration, Mass, Reconciliation, guest speakers and praise and 

worship. It will be held at the parish on 12 June from 8:30am to 8:30pm. 

Registration is $60, and with places limited, register now at https://forms.gle/

KkBaTAvm1qkYYCzm8. For enquiries, email beloved2021info@gmail.com 

Community Visitors Scheme Volunteers Needed 
The Community Visitors Scheme, a program with 
CatholicCare, is looking for volunteers to provide a 
friendly visit to residents in local Aged Care Facilities 
who are lonely or isolated from their family and 
friends. If you feel you could spare one hour a week 
or a fortnight to help a person feel more valued and 
respected, please contact the Manager, Deb 
Woolacott on 0418 114 055 or 
email deb.woolacott@ccss.org.au. 

NEWS FROM 

ROME 
Pope Francis continued his 

catechesis on prayer this week, 

focusing on meditative prayer: 

“Everyone needs  moments of 

recollection amid the busyness 

of our daily lives. For Christians,            

meditation is not simply a matter of     

introspection but a method of prayer, a 

means of encountering Christ, above all in 

the mysteries of his earthly life.” 

http://www.thewell.org.au/?fbclid=IwAR1KhvFnaiMP8BqaDBRX3flUbOlhmemagSPhATcro3Se7eqc85T0drFrNJ8
mailto:deb.woolacott@ccss.org.au
https://forms.gle/KkBaTAvm1qkYYCzm8
https://forms.gle/KkBaTAvm1qkYYCzm8
mailto:beloved2021info@gmail.com
mailto:deb.woolacott@ccss.org.au


 

 

Youth Groups - Calling all potential leaders! 

Credo Youth is looking for a couple of group leaders. Prac. 

students studying teaching may especially find this of 

interest. Leaders are required for our Junior group (K-6) and 

our Teen group (high school).  

If you would like more info. please contact Genevieve at 

credo@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Young adults next meet on Friday 30 April. 

Flyers for Credo meeting times are available  at the back of 

the chapel or in the narthex. 
 

Cathedral Offerings 

The First and Second collections are now a combined 

collection which will be taken up during the time of the 

Offertory and the Preparation of the Gifts. When making 

your contribution, please consider that the one collection is 

now split between the diocese (the old First Collection) and 

the parish (the old Second Collection). Thank you for your 

continued support of our parish! 
 

Reception of Communion 

In light of a few comments I have made recently, I ask that 

you please take the following into consideration when 

receiving Communion: 

• “Amen” (I believe) is said after the minister says “The 

Body of Christ” and before receiving the host. It needs to 

be audible to the minister. 

• If receiving on the hand, please ensure that your hands 

are placed one under the other, and that the hand on 

top is slightly curved to ensure the host is secure. The 

host is then picked up with the bottom hand and placed 

into the mouth before moving back to your seat. 

• If receiving on the tongue, please ensure that your head 

is kept still and your tongue is fully 

extended. Please do not crouch down  

towards the minister’s hand. The 

minister can reach your tongue! 

• Thank you for your cooperation! 

SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION:  

Preparation for First Eucharist in 2021  

Preparation sessions for Eucharist for children 7 years or 

older who completed Reconciliation in 2020 are continuing 

in Term 2, 2021. 
 

The calendar of sessions of preparation is as follows: 

Eucharist 1: (Completed) 

Eucharist 2: Tuesday 04 May, 7:30 pm - Parent Session 

Eucharist 3: Saturday 15 May, 4:30 pm - Parent and Child 

Session 

Practice for First Eucharist: Saturday 29 May 2021 

4:00pm - Parent and Children Session (followed by the 

6:00pm Vigil Mass with Presentation of Lord’s Prayer and 

Mass Book). 

Please keep in mind that all sessions are mandatory 
 

For any other information regarding the Sacramental 

Process for Children already baptised please contact Meg 

Gale: sacrament@stpatscathedral.com.au  
 

Cloister Café - Open this Sunday 

Come for a cuppa and a chat after the 9:30am 

or 11:00am Mass. We are happy for people to 

bring in food, but any non-packaged food will 

be served by a member on duty as will the 

cordial for the children.  

Thanks to Eddy Liaw and Pat Batistic who have volunteered 

to join the Hospitality Team. Why not follow their example 

and come on board? We are a great bunch of people! If you 

feel called to join this parish outreach, call Marian Polizzi on 

9630 4019 for more information. 
 

Via Lucis - 15 and 22 May @ 11:00am 

One of the great devotions which we celebrate as Catholics 

particularly throughout Lent is the Stations of the Cross. 

This devotion helps us focus on what is important to us at 

this time of year as we prepare to celebrate the great 

season the Resurrection - Easter. During Easter we can 

celebrate something similar called Via 

Lucis, the Way of Light. We will be doing 

so on Saturday mornings, 15 and 22 May 

at 11:00am in the Chapel. All are 

welcome! 

Feel free to come in and have a browse. We stock religious goods, ethical products, sacramental 

gifts and many more items to celebrate a time in your life or someone special.   
 

 OPEN: Tuesday - Friday 10:00am - 3:00pm & Sunday 9:00am - 1:00pm 

 CLOSED: Mondays and Saturdays 

 

St Patrick’s Gift Shop  
Mobile 0419 153 195 / 8839 8430 

giftshop@stpatscathedral.com.au 

RECONCILIATION 
Monday to Friday, 11:15am - 12:20pm  

Saturday 8:30am - 9:00am and 5:00 - 5:30pm 
(Tuesdays & Thursdays are an optimum time to visit) 

mailto:sacrament@stpatscathedral.com.au


 

 

 

We pray for our beloved dead…. 

Recently Deceased: Ryan Fernandes, Antone Safadi, Yacoub Jamini, Mitchell Gale, Bishop Bede Heather, 

Sally Netto, Ikola van Weringin, Betty D’Mello,  Jesse Torres, Margaret Smith, June Barrett, Valerie Small, 

Therese Holdener, Nena Co Siu Tek Uy  

Deceased: Lan Eng Foo, Kwong Yung Phua, Jee Meng Phua, Jee Kiang Phua, Nugraha Adi Wijaya, Sr Alice 

Cooke, Fr Mike, Marc Anastacio, Maria Valanzuelo, Sr Pauline Smith, Diana Rodricks, Albert,  

Lucielle Cornelio, Houda Chenade, Karam Karam, Lucy D’Mello 

Anniversaries: Valeriano La Rosa,Adrian O’Domwnaill, Rufino Nubla, Gilbert Furtado, Umberto Papagna, 

Margaret Beagle, Youseph Rahil-Evlen George, Rosaria D’Costa, Leonor Quinalayd, Juan Montesco, Bernard 

Rodricks, Gracie Rodricks, Joseph Teuma 

Perpetuals: Norm Hector,  Bokeyar Family, David Family, Japour Family, Paula Loto’aniu, Peter Van Tilburg, 

Margaret Angela Roberts, Sally & Frank Martlew, Sherwood Family, Pat & Jim Hartman, Royan & Andrews 

families, Don Andrews, Juliet Noronha, Dr Joseph Malouf, Abel Moses, Jimmy & Anna & Frank Grainda, 

Frank Agostino, Bernadette Melhen and Sally Boujandy, Jack & June Barrett, Ann O’Brien, Watson Lee,  

Ian & Pat Sanders, Bill & Alice Kendall , Allan Kendall, Maria Patterson & Ellen Bancan, Hooper family 

Giuseppina & Giovanni Rechichi, Mary Coady, Mary & Jack White, Vincent & Rebecca Vella, Walter       

Townsend, Ferris Grugeon, McInherny, White, McWilliam and McGuckin families, Mary Abela, Robert      

Andrews, Sylvester Family, Rogan Family, Adcock, McMillan families, 

Love family, , Gabrielle Baker, Paula Cowling, McDermott & Starr      

families, Repose of the Souls in Purgatory,  

Deceased Parishioners of St Patrick’s and St Monica’s 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,  
and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

We also pray for... 

Sick: Adna Mar, Natalie, Rohan Rodricks, Karl, Evelyn, Fly,Amy Yamaguchi, Danny Dingle, 

Ruth La Rosa, David J Herbert, Joan McDermott, Sharon Webb, Paul Peters, Stanley, 

Michelle Makin, Anthony Grigson, Beverley & Peter Horne 

Special Intentions:  Terry Cook, Belinda Bugo, Nikola Senjak, Rodricks family, Stanley Lu, 

Filomena Nubla, Paul E, Rohan Rodricks, Claudio & Charlotte Pinto, Perla Yulo, Romulo Fam, 

Arnie, Theresa Chua, Vivian & Esme Dsouza, Alicia & Daniel Altmann, Noa G Sampe, Tania & 

Charbel Karam, Maria Baretto, Khush Jilla, Fatima Rodricks 

 

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for May 

   The World of Finance 
 

“Let us pray that those in charge of finance will work with governments to 

regulate the financial sphere and protect citizens from its dangers.” 



 

 

This Sunday’s Readings 

 Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 9:26-31; 1 John 3:18-24; John 15:1-8 

  

Next Sunday’s Readings 

 Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 Acts 10:25-26,34-35,44-48; 1 John 4:7-10; John 15:9-17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint of the Week 

4th May - The English Martyrs 

On 04 May 1535, at Tyburn in London, there died three Carthusian monks, 

the first of many martyrs of the English Reformation. Of these martyrs, 42 

have been canonised, and a further 242 have been declared Blessed; but 

the true number of those who died on the scaffold, perished in prison, or 

were tortured or persecuted for their faith cannot now be reckoned. The 

persecution lasted 150 years and left a permanent mark on English culture: 

to this day Catholics continue to suffer certain minor disabilities under    

English law. 

The martyrs celebrated today came from every walk of life. There were rich 

and poor, married and single, men and women. They are remembered for 

the example they gave of constancy in their faith and courage in the face of persecution. 

Also on this day, as of 2001, are celebrated the Forty Martyrs of England and Wales who were canonised 

in 1970, including Saints Cuthbert Mayne, John Houghton and Edmund Campion (pictured).   

“Quote of the Week” 

"Through Christ’s resurrection, the underworld is 

opened; through the neophytes of the Church the earth 

is renewed; heaven is unlocked through the Holy Spirit. 

For the underworld is opened and gives back the dead; 

earth is renewed and from it springs the crop of those 

who are risen; heaven is unlocked and receives them as 

they ascend.” 

St Maximus of  Turin  

(died 5th century)   

Bishop and Theologian 

 

 

Material for Bulletin 

If you have something that you would 

like published in the bulletin, please   

ensure that it is conveyed to our 

Parish Secretary, Pat, by 12:00 noon on 

Thursday. Please note that 

material must relate to the parish and its 

mission.  

Don’t forget that businesses can  

advertise on the rear page of the  

bulletin. For further details, please     

contact Pat Preca on 8839 8412 or      

secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au 



 

 

 

Getting to know... 

The Pospischil Family 

Hello from the Pospischils! Our family, Claire Steven Brendan and Aidan,    

attend 9:30am Mass. Steven and I have been cathedral parishioners for 19 

years. The  cathedral immediately felt comfortable as our spiritual home when 

we moved to the area in 2001. We’ve made many friends across generations in 

our time here and love the feeling of being part of the cathedral family. A    

particular point of pride is the welcome given to young families with children 

attending cathedral Mass, which in our experience is the best of any parish 

we’ve attended in Australia on our travels. Both the boys were baptised here 

and now that they are bigger, the memories of child-wrangling in the back half 

of Masses feel more sepia tinged with fondness and less stressful.  

Within the parish Steven and I are children’s liturgy leaders, Aidan is a plate collector, while Brendan and I also 

read. When the boys were younger, I also ran the parents group and was a member of the Vinnies conference.  

Outside of the parish, Aidan and Brendan both attend Parramatta Marist High. Steven is an engineer and I’m a     

biosecurity analyst. Athletics is a shared family interest. Steven coaches race walking and is president of Winston 

Hills athletics, with both boys being state representative walkers on multiple occasions. Hobbies wise, we love   

cooking and eating food (particularly the boys), bush walking, bike riding, home brewing, preserving and reading.  

BAPTISMS 

We welcome into our Catholic Christian family, 

the Body of Christ, these children who have been 

baptised over the past month…. 
 

 

Clare Everett 

Anais Nicolas 

Valentina Da Silva 

Leo Williams 

Dannah Shin 

   
 

Please uphold these children and their families in 

prayer. 

WEDDINGS 

We pray for those couples who have been married 

in recent times here at St Patrick’s Cathedral…. 

 

Linda Mercado & Paul Esber 

Jasmin Rigon & Keegan Brettle 
 

Priscilla Khouzame & John Mouawad 

Tiffany Porretta & Gary Romero 
 

Hope Williams & Michael Pace 

Samantha Cappello & Mark Refalo 

 

Let us pray also for those who are thinking about 

and preparing for marriage. 

 

DID YOU KNOW… 

.....that when the priest washes his hands just before beginning the Eucharistic Prayer, it is not because 

they are dirty? 

The rinsing of the priest’s hands at this point of the Mass is a symbolic gesture. It        

parallels the rinsing  rituals practised by people of other faiths such as Judaism and     

Islam. The priest quietly says, “Wash me, O Lord, from my iniquity and cleanse me from 

my sin.” Both the basin used for this purpose and the ritual itself are referred to as the 

lavabo. The Latin word lavabo (“I shall wash”) is the first word of Psalm 26 which is the 

psalm that the priest used to recite in earlier times during the lavabo ritual. 



 

 



 

 

Australian Owned 

SPEEDY LOCK, BAG & SHOE REPAIRS 

Shoe Repairs Key Cutting  Computer Engraving 

 

Bring your KEY CUTTING JOBS, 

    your  SHOES needing repairs and all 

  your ENGRAVING needs along to 

SIMON 

9891 2229 

for the most efficient and cost effective job. 

Special prices on all key cutting jobs (house, car, garage 

etc.) starting from $2.50 (cheapest in town)The 

Queensland Arcade 

Phone  9891 2229  or  

email  speedykeysparramatta@gmail.com  

ALL PIANO SERVICES 

Anthony Lette & Sons 

Since 1958 

 

TUNING, RESTORATION &  

REPAIRS 

TO PIANOS, PIANOLAS 

GRANDS & REED ORGANS 
PTTG Members.  All Areas 

9631 3582 
e:  allpianoservices@gmail.com  
32 Cornelia Road, Toongabbie 

 

 

 

 

NEED a CLEANER? 

• Home cleaning 

• Strata cleaning 

• Commercial cleaning  

• Grounds keeping 

KCM Brother’s Property Maintenance 

Servicing Parramatta & surrounding areas 

Call Mick on 0405 309 826 
www.kcmbrothers.com 

Cleaning to suit your needs 

 

 6 Pitt Street Parramatta 2150 

Tel:  9687 1072 Fax:  9687 1074 

Email: wnbull@wnbull.com 

Member, Australian Funeral Directors  

24 Hour Service to all suburbs 

Would you like to advertise 

your business here? 

Email 

mili@stpatscathedral.com.au 

 

mailto:speedykeysparramatta@gmail.com
mailto:allpianoservices@gmail.com

