
 

 

St Patrick's Cathedral, Parramatta    
Cathedral Office: 1 Marist Place, Parramatta  NSW  2150 

Ph: (02) 8839 8400  Web: www.stpatscathedral.com.au 

 

16 May 2021 - The Ascension of the Lord (Year B) 

EMERGENCY CALLS   

ANYTIME Ph: 0417 848 522 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY 

  6:00pm      Saturday Vigil Mass 

  7:30am      Morning Prayer 

  8:00am      Mass 

  9:30am      Mass   

  11:00am     Solemn Mass with Cathedral Choir 

  6:00pm     Mass 

  6:00pm     Youth-led Mass (3rd Sunday) 

  7:15pm     Mass in Arabic 

 

MONDAY  TO  FRIDAY 

   6:10am     Morning Prayer 

   6:30am     Mass 

  11:15am    Exposition 

  11:15am   Sacrament of Penance (till 12.20pm) 

  Rosary after Angelus at midday 

  12:30pm   Mass 

 
 

SATURDAY 

   7:30am      Morning Prayer 

   8:00am      Mass 

   8:30am      Sacrament of Penance (till 9am) 

   9:30am      Mass in Extraordinary Form  

   5:00pm     Sacrament of Penance (till 5:30pm) 

 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 

Mass at 8:00am (No Adoration or Confession) 

 

WEEKLY PRAYER GROUPS 

 Monday 6:30pm—Legion of Mary 

 Tuesday 9:30am—Christian Meditation 

 Wednesday 7:30pm—RCIA 

 Friday 1:00pm—Cenacle Prayers 

 

MONTHLY PRAYER GROUPS 

 Last Tuesday of the month—Novena to 

Mary, Full of Grace 

 First Friday Devotions: 6:30pm  

 

OTHER CONNECT GROUPS 

Playgroup: Wednesdays 9:30am—11:00am 

Facebook: Parramatta St Pat’s Playgroup 
 

Credo Youth Ministries 

Contact Fr Chris or find information on 

Facebook: credo.stpats 

Email: credo@stpatscathedral.com.au 
 

Live Christ, Share Christ. 

Monthly formation nights. Contact Michael or 

Marietta on email mguillema@bigpond.com  
 

CONNECT WITH OUR PARISH! 

Download our App: SPCPP  

Facebook: St Patrick’s Cathedral 

Website: www.stpatscathedral.com.au  

Twitter: @StParramatta 

 

“There is no sadness in the Ascension …” 
 

GROWING UP IN A CATHOLIC HOUSEHOLD  my 

siblings and I were taught at a very early age how to  

recite the rosary. This particular devotion, with its biblical 

roots, allowed us to learn about the life of Christ through the eyes of our 

Blessed Mother. Upon reflection I definitely see the benefit of saying the 

family rosary on a daily basis, though five-year-old Christopher del Rosario 

couldn’t wait till it was over. As an extremely energetic child I struggled to sit 

still for twenty minutes as the family sat around the statue of Our Lady; one 

could say “fidget” was my middle name! In order to combat this my good 

mother taught me to use my imagination when reciting the rosary. She 

taught me to place myself in the mystery, to be a character in that particular 

moment in the life of Christ and watch as the scene unfolds. To this day I 

still use this lesson to guide me in my Marian meditation. This brings me to 

today.  

Dear friends, we celebrate on this day the Solemnity of the Ascension of the 

Lord. Christ’s earthly life ends as he is taken up to Heaven in a cloud. When 

meditating on the occasion, keeping in mind this event is the second 

glorious mystery, I can’t help but feel a great sense of sadness. If Christ 

really did love us, why did he leave? Why couldn’t he have stayed with us 

for ever? We make so many mistakes, couldn’t he have stayed to show us 

the way? With questions like this one can’t help but feel a sense of 

emptiness following Christ’s Ascension. Yet we bear in mind the words of 

Christ,  

“I am with you always, to the close of the age.” (Mt 28:20)  

There is no sadness in the Ascension, no emptiness. To hold such 

sentiments is to miss the point of Christ’s departure. The Ascension gives 

rise to the purpose and mission of every Christian. We are called to proclaim 

the risen Christ to the world through the witness of our lives. We hold fast to 

the very fact that through Him death is conquered, sin destroyed and eternal 

life is found in Him. Our lives therefore must be an upward movement. We 

live, work and breathe with our feet 

firmly planted in the world but with our 

hearts and mind directed towards 

Heaven. Through the Ascension, our 

faith, hope and love in Christ is fortified 

as we are given the assurance that 

He, Our Lord Jesus Christ, now dwells 

with the Father in love to prepare a 

place for us.  

Wishing you a blessed week ahead,  

Fr Chris 

 



 

 

 

STAFF CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Dean and Administrator 
Very Rev Robert Riedling 
8839 8420 or frrobert@stpatscathedral.com.au 
 

Assistant Priests 
Rev Chris del Rosario 
8839 8423 or frchris@stpatscathedral.com.au 
 

Rev Chadi Ibrahim SDB 
8839 8419 or frchadi@stpatscathedral.com.au 
 

Priest in Residence 
Rev Van Xua Nguyen (Fr Joseph Nguyen) 
 

Deacon 
Rev Mr Roderick Pirotta 
deacon@stpatscathedral.com.au 
 

Office Hours  9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Receptionist: Donna Missio (Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri)  
8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au 
 

Parish Secretary: Pat Preca (Mon - Fri) 
8839 8412 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au 

 

Cathedral Parish Manager:  Mili Lee (Tue - Fri) 
8839 8419 or admin@stpatscathedral.com.au 

 

Sacramental Coordinator: Meg Gale (Tue only)  

8839 8400 or sacrament@stpatscathedral.com.au 
 

Director of Music: Bernard Kirkpatrick KSS 
8839 8400  music@stpatscathedral.com.au 

 

Liturgy Coordinator/Sacristan:  
Fr Chris del Rosario 

 

Youth Coordinator: Genevieve Lee 

8839 8400 or Credo@stpatscathedral.com.au 
 

Gift Shop Manager: Minnie Harb 

8839 8400 or giftshop@stpatscathedral.com.au 

 
 

SACRAMENTS 

Baptisms are celebrated in the Cathedral on most 
Sundays. Check for exceptions. Family members and 
guests must be present at the Cathedral at least fifteen 
minutes before the usual commencement time of 
12:30pm.  

Weddings are by appointment only. 

Contact the Parish Secretary. 

First Eucharist and Confirmation 

Please contact the Sacramental Coordinator. 

 

HIRING of ROOMS 
For hire of Cloister Function rooms, call 8839 8400 or 

enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au  

Welcomers needed 

We are in need of a few people to welcome people as they arrive at the 8:00am 

and 9:30am Masses. All that is required is a willingness to be at the cathedral 

fifteen minutes or so before Mass, grab a bundle of bulletins and liturgy guides 

and hand them out to parishioners with a smile as they arrive. There is no need 

to approach the Dean or any other staff member to apply for this role - if you 

come to one of these Masses regularly, just start doing it. 
 

Advertisers 

Please do your best to patronise those businesses who generously support our 

parish by advertising on the back page of the bulletin. It’s always good to support 

local businesses and those businesses operated by parishioners. 
 

Lost Property 

If you think the following may belong to you, please enquire at 

the parish office:  

Blue Missal (clear plastic cover). Handed in last week. 

Set of car keys (Toyota). Handed in quite a few months ago. 
 

News from Diocese of Parramatta  

Please support our seminarians to answer God’s call to the priesthood 

Good Shepherd Appeal 

Pre-Appeal weekend: Saturday 22 and Sunday 23 May 

Appeal weekend: Saturday 29 and Sunday 30 May 

 At our Holy Spirit Seminary, Harris Park, young men are training to become future 
priests for the Diocese of Parramatta. Your caring gift and prayers are needed to 
support our seminarians to prepare for a life of service to our community. Please 
give generously via the Bishop’s Good Shepherd Appeal giving envelopes or online 
at yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal. Thank you for your kind accompaniment. 
 

Register in advance to receive the video link. 

Watch the video and then join in the conversation 

by joining in one of the conversation sessions: 

Saturday 15 May, 9:15am – Register in advance 

at https://tinyurl.com/SS15052021  

Monday 17 May, 7:15pm – Register in advance 

at https://tinyurl.com/SS17052021 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation 

email containing information about joining the 

meeting and the links to the presentation. 
 

‘The Well’ offers new refreshment in 2021 

‘The Well’ is back in 2021. The team is hoping to drip-feed new and relatable 
content every 72 hours that supports your ministry with family, friends, students, 
colleagues and strangers. Check it out on www.thewell.org.au 
 

Community Visitors Scheme Volunteers Needed 

The Community Visitors Scheme, a program with 
CatholicCare, is looking for volunteers to provide a friendly 
visit to residents in local Aged Care Facilities who are lonely or 
isolated from their family and friends. If you feel you could 
spare one hour a week or a fortnight to help a person feel 
more valued and respected, please contact the Manager, Deb 
Woolacott on 0418 114 055 or 
email deb.woolacott@ccss.org.au 

Material for Bulletin 

If you have something that you would like 

published in the bulletin, please ensure 

that it is conveyed to our Parish  

Secretary, Pat, by 12:00 noon on  

Thursday. Please note that material must 

relate to the parish and its mission.  

Don’t forget that businesses can advertise 

on the rear page of the bulletin. For    

further details, please contact Pat Preca 

on 8839 8412 or email her at 

 secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au 

http://yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal
https://tinyurl.com/SS15052021
https://tinyurl.com/SS17052021
http://www.thewell.org.au/?fbclid=IwAR1KhvFnaiMP8BqaDBRX3flUbOlhmemagSPhATcro3Se7eqc85T0drFrNJ8
mailto:deb.woolacott@ccss.org.au


 

 

Formation:  Pentecost Retreat Day 

When:  Saturday, 22 May  

Time:  10:00am to 3:30pm 

Venue: Cloister Function Room 

Conducted by: Fr Chris del Rosario  & Annette Hartman. 

To assist with catering, we kindly ask that you RSVP to 

Donna at enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au or  

Pat on 8839 8412. 
 

Month of May - Prayer & Rosary 

Pope Francis has requested we unite with special daily 

prayer for the end of the pandemic and the resumption of 

social and work activities.  We will incorporate this with the 

Rosary at the special time of 5:30pm on weekdays during the 

month of May.  Each day a special intention will also be 

prayed for. This will be held in the Blessed Sacrament 

Chapel.  We do hope you will be able to join us in this very 

powerful united group. 
 

Mass Count 

Please be aware that for this weekend and the next two  

weekends there will be a count of parishioners at all Sunday 

Masses. This is happening throughout Australia. 
 

Gate to Car Park 

My apologies to those who have experienced problems over 

the past couple of weeks with the sliding gate not retracting 

fully and causing parking headaches. We believe the problem 

has now been resolved but will be keeping an eye on it. 

Thank you for your patience. Fr Robert 
 

Cathedral Offerings 

The First and Second 

collections are now a 

combined collection which 

will be taken up during the 

time of the Offertory and the 

Preparation of the Gifts. 

When making your contribution, please consider that the 

one collection is now split between the diocese (the old First 

Collection) and the parish (the old Second Collection). Thank 

you for your continued support of our parish. 

SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION:  

Preparation for First Eucharist in 2021  

Practice for First Eucharist: Saturday 29 May 2021 

4:00pm - Parent and Children Session (followed by the 

6:00pm Vigil Mass with Presentation of Lord’s Prayer and 

Mass Book). 

Please keep in mind that all sessions are mandatory. 
 

For any other information regarding the Sacramental 

Process for Children already baptised please contact Meg 

Gale: sacrament@stpatscathedral.com.au  
 

First Holy Communion - Sunday 06 June  
(incorporated with 9:30am Mass) 
To encourage participation of all members of 

our parish family in liturgy in the parish, 

Family Mass is celebrated on Sundays at the 

9:30am Mass. At this Mass, on 06 June, a 

number of children of the parish will receive the Sacrament 

of the Eucharist for the very first time. Students and 

teachers from St Patrick’s Primary School will lead the 

singing.  

It is hoped that this will be a great way of encouraging 

young members of our parish to actively participate in 

parish liturgies and other activities. 
 

Due to the ongoing COVID restrictions seating in the 

cathedral will be very limited for this Mass. Overflow 

seating will be available in the chapel and cloister area 

(weather permitting). Apologies in advance for any 

inconvenience. 
 

With thanks for your ongoing prayers for our children as 

they continue their preparation to receive this most 

wonderful sacrament. 

 

Cloister Café 

The Cloister Café will not be operating today 

due to COVID-19 restrictions. We eagerly 

await restrictions to be lifted and hope to see 

you the following Sunday. As always, if you would like to 

join the hospitality team, maybe one Sunday per month, 

please contact Marian on balmap5@bigpond.com or phone 

9630 4019. 

Feel free to come in and have a browse. We stock religious goods, ethical products, sacramental 

gifts and many more items to celebrate a time in your life or someone special.   
 

 OPEN: Tuesday - Friday 10:00am - 3:00pm & Sunday 9:00am - 1:00pm 

 CLOSED: Mondays and Saturdays 

 

St Patrick’s Gift Shop  
Mobile 0419 153 195 / 8839 8430 

giftshop@stpatscathedral.com.au 

mailto:sacrament@stpatscathedral.com.au


 

 

 

We pray for our beloved dead…. 

Recently Deceased: Louisa Baxter, Romulo Peteza,Lino Fernandes,  Hooda Chehade, Sr Therese Quinn, 

Maurice O’Connor, Ryan Fernandes, Antone Safadi, Yacoub Jamini, Mitchell Gale, Bishop Bede Heather, 

Sally Netto, Ikola van Weringin, Betty D’Mello,  Jesse Torres, Margaret Smith, June Barrett, Valerie Small, 

Therese Holdener, Nena Co Siu Tek Uy  

Deceased: Merlita Fernandes, Daisy V Nunes, Antonio Lareza, Alesandra Ventulero, Vittoria Teuma, Hooda 

Chehade, Karam family, Sr Helen Cooke, Lan Eng Foo, Kwong Yung Phua, Jee Meng Phua, Jee Kiang Phua, 

Nugraha Adi Wijaya, Sr Alice Cooke, Fr Mike, Marc Anastacio, Maria Valanzuelo, Sr Pauline Smith, Diana 

Rodricks, Albert, Lucielle Cornelio, Lucy D’Mello 

Anniversaries: Joseph Teuma, Stephen Abag, Rita Bosco, Valeriano La Rosa,Adrian O’Domwnaill, Rufino 

Nubla, Gilbert Furtado, Umberto Papagna, Margaret Beagle, Youseph Rahil-Evlen George, Rosaria D’Costa 

Perpetuals: Norm Hector,  Bokeyar Family, David Family, Japour Family, Paula Loto’aniu, Peter Van Tilburg, 

Margaret Angela Roberts, Sally & Frank Martlew, Sherwood Family, Pat & Jim Hartman, Royan & Andrews 

families, Don Andrews, Juliet Noronha, Dr Joseph Malouf, Abel Moses, Jimmy & Anna & Frank Grainda, 

Frank Agostino, Bernadette Melhen and Sally Boujandy, Jack & June Barrett, Ann O’Brien, Watson Lee,  

Ian & Pat Sanders, Bill & Alice Kendall , Allan Kendall, Maria Patterson & Ellen Bancan, Hooper family 

Giuseppina & Giovanni Rechichi, Mary Coady, Mary & Jack White, Vincent & Rebecca Vella, Walter Town-

send, Ferris Grugeon, McInherny, White, McWilliam and McGuckin families, 

Mary Abela, Robert Andrews, Sylvester Family, Rogan Family, Adcock and 

McMillan families, Love family, Gabrielle Baker, Paula Cowling, McDermott & 

Starr families, Repose of the Souls in Purgatory, Deceased Parishioners of St 

Patrick’s and St Monica’s 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,  
and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

We also pray for... 

Sick: Cresencia Fernando, Rosie Rezek, Adna Mar, Natalie, Rohan Rodricks, Karl, Evelyn, 

Fly,Amy Yamaguchi, Danny Dingle, Ruth La Rosa, David J Herbert,  

Joan McDermott, Sharon Webb, Paul Peters, Stanley, Michelle Makin, Anthony Grigson,  

Special Intentions: Nell Gomes, Emerlinda Sarreal, All Mothers, Khush Jilla, Ethan J John, 

Marina Gibson, Paul Eldgious, Terry Cook, Belinda Bugo, Nikola Senjak, Rodricks family, 

Stanley Lu, Filomena Nubla, Paul E, Rohan Rodricks, Claudio & Charlotte Pinto, Perla Yulo, 

Romulo Fam, Arnie, Theresa Chua 

 

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for May 

   The World of Finance 
 

“Let us pray that those in charge of finance will work with governments to 

regulate the financial sphere and protect citizens from its dangers.” 



 

 

This Sunday’s Readings 

 The Ascension of the Lord 

 Acts 1:1-11; Eph 4:1-13; Mark 16:15-20 

  

Next Sunday’s Readings 

 Pentecost Sunday 

 Acts 2:1-11; Gal 5:16-25; Jn 15:26-27, 16:12-15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint of the Week 

19th May - Blessed Raphael Louis Rafiringa (1856-1919) 

Born in Antananarivo, Madagascar, on 01 May 1856. His father was a noble     

member of an important and powerful tribe and was a functionary at the Queen’s 

court, in charge of the royal slaves. Raphael received his education from the 

Queen’s sorcerers. In 1866, he met some missionaries from the Christian Brothers 

and saw that they were greater than his teachers. He chose baptism at the age of 

14 and took the baptismal name Raphael.  

He taught at the De La Salle Brotherhood’s school from the age of 17, and later 

joined the order, becoming the first native of Madagascar to do so. 

When the Christian missionaries were expelled from the island in 1883, Brother 

Raphael was put in charge of the nascent Christian community. When the missionaries were allowed to 

return a few years later, they found a strong and numerous Christian community. 

Raphael took his final vows in 1889 and devoted himself to intense literary work, defending the rights of 

the Catholic Church in Madagascar, as well as writing textbooks for schools and various religious works. 

He died on 19 May 1919 and was beatified by pope Benedict XVI in 2009. 

Text taken from Universalis. 

“Quote of the Week” 

"Moses brought out of Egypt a timid nation, and in the space 

of forty years trained it to be full of valour for the task of  

conquering the promised land; Christ in forty days trains his 

apostles to be bold and patient instead of cowards. They 

mourned and wept at the beginning of the season, but at the 

end they are full of courage for the good fight; their spirits 

mount high with their Lord, and when he is received out of 

their sight, and their own trial begins, 

they return to Jerusalem with great 

joy, and are continually in the temple, 

praising and blessing God.” 

St John Henry Newman (1801-1890) 

Theologian and Cardinal  

NEWS FROM 

ROME 

Pope Francis issued a letter this 

week on 10 May (called a ‘motu 

proprio’) with the title Antiquum 

Ministerium (‘Ancient Ministry’). By this, 

Francis has formally established the lay    

ministry of Catechist, a ministry which has 

been important in the Church since its       

infancy. CathNews states that “….while     

millions of lay men and women around the 

world already serve as catechists, readers 

and altar servers, formal institution into the 

ministries signifies that the service is stable, 

delegated by the bishop and publicly         

recognised by the church.” 



 

 

 

Getting to know... 

The Mercado Family 

Kamusta! We are the Mercado family. We have been very blessed to be part of the 

parish for over 21 years. We enjoy getting involved and giving back to a parish that his 

given so much to us, from being involved in the 

hospitality group, choir, Credo youth groups,  

serving at Mass and running the gelato stall as a 

family during the spring fair. We were regular 

Sunday 6:00pm Mass parishioners but now  

attend the Sunday morning Masses, depending 

on our serving schedule. We enjoy coming  

together and sharing a meal as a family –  

something we truly treasure with our differing 

schedules.  
L to R Van, Maria, Jesusa, Cora, Usman, Madden,  

Renato, Mindy, Azaleyah 

BAPTISMS 

We welcome into our Catholic Christian family, 

the Body of Christ, these children who have been 

baptised over the past month… 

Lilabridget Carey 
Diogo Estanislau 
Sophia Johnston 

Charli Spiteri 
Joanna Graham 
Olivia Ramiro 
Carter Caslick, 
Louis Russell, 
Raphael Fattal 

Please uphold these children and their families in 

prayer. 

WEDDINGS 

We pray for those couples who have been married 

in recent times here at St Patrick’s Cathedral…. 

 
 

Kathleen Clarke & Michael Thrift 

Hope Williams & Michael Pace 

Samantha Cappello & Mark Refalo 

 

Let us also pray for those who are thinking about 

or preparing for marriage: 
 

Anne Marie Khoury & Jacob Khal 

Jeorgia Lotoaniu & Sione Ahokava 

Danielle Takchi & Thomas Sakr 

 

DID YOU KNOW… 

.....that the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, begins this week, linking the Ascension and Pentecost? 

The text which is the focus of this year’s Week of Prayer is taken from John 15: “Abide in my love and you shall 

bear much fruit.” The National Council of Churches in Australia states that: “The Week 

of Prayer for Christian Unity in 2021 was prepared by the Monastic Community of 

Grandchamp. The theme that was chosen, “Abide in my love and you shall bear much 

fruit”, is based on John 15:1-17 and expresses Grandchamp Community’s vocation to 

prayer, reconciliation and unity in the church and the human family.” All are welcome 

to the celebration being held here at the Cathedral this Sunday, 16 May, from 3:00pm. 



 

 



 

 

 

Australian Owned 

SPEEDY LOCK, BAG &  

SHOE REPAIRS PTY LTD  

KEYS CUT FROM $2.50 (Cheapest In Sydney)  

Professional Shoe & Bag Repairs  

Car key & Watch battery replacements Key 

cuts & Car key programming/cutting  

Computer Engraving 

Simon 98912229  

Shop 12 Queensland Arcade,  

181 Church Street, Parramatta  

Email: speedykeysparramatta@gmail.com  

ALL PIANO SERVICES 

Anthony Lette & Sons 

Since 1958 

 

TUNING, RESTORATION &  

REPAIRS 

TO PIANOS, PIANOLAS 

GRANDS & REED ORGANS 
PTTG Members.  All Areas 

9631 3582 
e:  allpianoservices@gmail.com  
32 Cornelia Road, Toongabbie 

 

 6 Pitt Street Parramatta 2150 

Tel:  9687 1072 Fax:  9687 1074 

Email: wnbull@wnbull.com 

Member, Australian Funeral Directors  

24 Hour Service to all suburbs 

 

Parramatta Office: 11 Fennell Street | Parramatta NSW 2150  

Gosford Office: 28 William Street | Gosford NSW 2250 

All Mail to: PO Box 2371 | Parramatta NSW 1750  

 

Wills, Estates, 

Commercial & 

Property Disputes  

Family Law  

All Litigation 

• Experienced 

• Speak English, 

Arabic & Italian 

• First Meeting Free 

 

 

 

NEED a CLEANER? 

• Home cleaning 

• Strata cleaning 

• Commercial cleaning  

• Grounds keeping 

  KCM Brother’s Property Maintenance 

Servicing Parramatta & surrounding areas 

Call Mick on 0405 309 

Cleaning to suit your needs 

 

Would you like to advertise here? 

Cost $50 per month 

Contact mili@stpascathedral.com.au  

Would you like to advertise here? 

• 350 copies printed weekly  

• emailed to over 300  

subscribers 

• Uploaded to website for more 

readership 

Contact: 

mili@stpatscathedral.com.au  

mailto:allpianoservices@gmail.com

