
 

 

EMERGENCY CALLS   

ANYTIME Ph: 0417 848 522 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY 

  6:00pm      Saturday Vigil Mass 

  7:30am      Morning Prayer 

  8:00am      Mass 

  9:30am      Mass   

  11:00am    Solemn Mass with Cathedral Choir 

  6:00pm     Mass 

  6:00pm     Youth-led Mass (3rd Sunday) 

  7:15pm     Mass in Arabic 

 

MONDAY  TO  FRIDAY 

   6:10am     Morning Prayer 

   6:30am     Mass 

  11:15am    Exposition 

  11:15am    Sacrament of Penance (till 12:15pm) 

  Rosary after Angelus at midday 

  12:30pm    Mass 

 
 

SATURDAY 

   7:30am      Morning Prayer 

   8:00am      Mass 

   8:30am      Sacrament of Penance (till 9:00am) 

   9:30am      Mass in Extraordinary Form  

   5:00pm     Sacrament of Penance (till 5:30pm) 

 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 

Mass at 8:00am (No Adoration or Confession) 

 

WEEKLY PRAYER GROUPS 

 Monday 6:30pm—Legion of Mary 

 Tuesday 9:30am—Christian Meditation 

 Wednesday 7:30pm—RCIA 

 Friday 1:00pm—Cenacle Prayers 

 

MONTHLY PRAYER GROUPS 

 Last Tuesday of the month - Novena to 

Mary, Full of Grace 

 First Friday Devotions: 6:30pm  

 

OTHER CONNECT GROUPS 

Playgroup: Wednesdays 9:30am - 11:00am 

Facebook: Parramatta St Pat’s Playgroup 
 

Credo Youth Ministries 

Contact Fr Chris or find information on 

Facebook: credo.stpats 

Email: credo@stpatscathedral.com.au 
 

Live Christ, Share Christ. 

Monthly formation nights. Contact Michael or 

Marietta on email: mguillema@bigpond.com  
 

CONNECT WITH OUR PARISH! 

Download our App: SPCPP  

Facebook: St Patrick’s Cathedral 

Website: www.stpatscathedral.com.au  

Twitter: @StParramatta 

St Patrick's Cathedral, Parramatta    
Cathedral Office: 1 Marist Place, Parramatta  NSW  2150 

(02) 8839 8400     www.stpatscathedral.com.au 

 

12 September 2021 - Twenty-fourth Sunday (Year B) 

 

“Who do you say I am?” 

ONE OF THE MANY objections that has been levelled 

against the Christian faith over the centuries is that it is 

joyless and focused more on gloom and self-sacrifice rather 

than on joy and vitality or, at the very least, striking a 

balance between the two. Looking at some of the witnesses 

to our faith, perhaps the accusation holds some merit! This 

weekend’s Gospel certainly seems to reinforce the “gloom and doom” picture 

with Jesus calling on his followers to “renounce themselves” and “take up 

their cross” and “lose their life”. So, what’s going on here? Do those who 

accuse us of belonging to a faith tradition focused on self-negation and 

joylessness have a point? 

Before we examine that point in detail, it is necessary to look more closely at 

the context of the Gospel, always an important factor in attempting to 

understand scripture. We are at the halfway point in Mark’s gospel and this 

weekend reach what is also the turning-point. Mark’s gospel is the “busiest” of 

the gospels: there is no infancy narrative as there is in Matthew and Luke and 

Jesus bursts onto the scene very early on proclaiming that God’s kingdom is 

at hand and calling for repentance. Jesus delivers no great sermon in Mark’s 

gospel. Jesus is instead constantly on the move, working healings and telling 

some parables along the way. As we reach the halfway point, Jesus is 

beginning his journey towards Jerusalem and the fate that awaits him there.  

At this halfway point, Jesus asks the disciples about how the people perceive 

him, and then how they perceive him. As he begins to make his way to 

Jerusalem, this is a crucial question. Jesus surely wants the disciples, those 

closest to him, to know that he is the Messiah, the Anointed One. All seems to 

be going well when Peter, the most impulsive of the apostles, says that he 

believes Jesus to be the Messiah. He is right, of course, but the Messiah he 

has in mind is a far more glamorous one than the reality that is Jesus. This 

becomes clear when Jesus tells the disciples that he must suffer and die as 

the Messiah, something he makes clear on two later occasions. Peter cannot 

deal with this. He expects the Messiah to be a strong and all-conquering 

figure, not one who is at the mercy of the authorities like a normal person. 

And so the question put to the disciples is one that Jesus puts to us too. We, 

like Peter, ultimately have to come to the realisation that being a disciple of 

Jesus will involve suffering. We can, if we wish, follow an image of Jesus that 

is one of our own making, or we can, as Jesus commands us, take up our 

cross and follow him. This means that sometimes we won’t be full of joy and 

vitality but there is an inner joy that is irrepressible in knowing that when we 

are suffering and feeling burdened or anxious, as many are at this difficult 

time, we are following in the footsteps of the One who suffered for our 

salvation – and promised that, like he, we will rise again. 

Wishing you a blessed week ahead in these difficult times, 

Fr Robert 

 



 

 

 

STAFF CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Dean and Administrator 
Very Rev Robert Riedling 
8839 8420 or frrobert@stpatscathedral.com.au 
 

Assistant Priest 
Rev Chris del Rosario 
8839 8423 or frchris@stpatscathedral.com.au 
 

Priest in Residence 
Rev Van Xua Nguyen (Fr Joseph Nguyen) 
 

Deacon 
Rev Mr Roderick Pirotta 
deacon@stpatscathedral.com.au 
 

Office Hours: 9:00am - 4:00pm weekdays 

Receptionist: Donna Missio (Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri)  
8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au 
 

Parish Secretary: Pat Preca (Mon - Fri) 
8839 8412 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au 

 

Cathedral Parish Manager: Mili Lee (Tue - Fri) 
8839 8419 or admin@stpatscathedral.com.au 

 

Sacramental Coordinator: Meg Gale (Tue only)  

8839 8400 or sacrament@stpatscathedral.com.au 
 

Director of Music: Bernard Kirkpatrick KSS 
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au 

 

Liturgy Coordinator/Sacristan:  
Fr Chris del Rosario (see above for contact details) 

 

Youth Coordinator: Genevieve Lee 

8839 8400 or credo@stpatscathedral.com.au 
 

Gift Shop Manager: Minnie Harb 

8839 8400 or giftshop@stpatscathedral.com.au 

SACRAMENTS 

Baptisms are celebrated in the Cathedral on most 
Sundays. Check for exceptions. Family members and 
guests are requested to be present at the Cathedral at 
least fifteen minutes before the usual commencement 
time of 12:30pm.  

Weddings are by appointment only. 

Contact the Parish Secretary. 

First Eucharist and Confirmation 

Please contact the Sacramental Coordinator. 

HIRING of ROOMS 
For hire of Cloister Function rooms, call 8839 8400 or 

enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au  

Material for Bulletin 

If you have something that you would like 

published in the bulletin, please ensure that 

it is conveyed to our Parish Secretary, Pat, 

by 12:00noon on Thursday. Please note that 

material must relate to the parish and its 

mission.  

Don’t forget that businesses can advertise 

on the rear page of the bulletin. For further 

details, please contact Pat Preca by phone 

on  8839 8412 or email her at 

secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Want to become a lifelong        
disciple of Christ?  

 

“Come and See” (John 1:39 - 41) 
 

What is the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)? 

A process which leads you towards becoming a lifelong follower of 
Christ by becoming a Catholic. We will explore your doubts and  
beliefs, the quest for the meaning of life, the service to the poor and 
concerns about the environment from the eyes of the Catholic     
teachings and Pope Francis. This journey of faith, which passes 
through different stages and ritual steps, leading up to reception of 
the three Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist at   
Easter Vigil is an exciting one – full of discoveries, wisdom and    
challenges! 
 

Who can participate in the RCIA?  

The RCIA process is for people who are: 

• not baptised and never lived the faith; 

• baptised Catholics but never lived the faith;  

• baptised non-Catholics (another Christian denomination)           
but never lived the Christian faith. 

 

Come, discuss and discover in a welcoming and 
supportive atmosphere whether you, or someone 

you know, is called to become a Catholic.  
 

For more information contact the Parish Office on          
8839 8400 or email Deacon Roderick Pirotta at:  

deacon@stpatscathedral.com.au   

mailto:deacon@stpatscathedral.com.au


 

 

Donate: Caritas’ Emergency Response Appeal for Haiti 
Caritas Australia is concerned for the people of the Haiti who 
have been devastated by a 7.2 magnitude earthquake. Over 
1,400 people have died, and thousands more left injured. 
There is immediate and urgent need for food, water, shelter, 
hygiene kits and first aid on the ground. Donate to Caritas 
Australia’s Emergency Response Appeal by visiting 
www.caritas.org.au or by calling 1800 024 413 toll-free. 
 

Assistance in a time of need 
Seeking assistance: St Vincent De Paul (Vinnies) is taking 
phone calls regarding assistance requests, the Harris Park 
Vinnies number is 8861 9757. The Harris Park Hub is closed 
until further notice due to the current lockdown. OzHarvest 
has a hamper hub in Granville, open Thursdays 11:00am - 
2:00pm, located at 3-5 Bridge St, Granville. Karabi Community 
Services have a food bank running Wednesdays. Karabi is on 
Darcy Rd Wentworthville (corner Fyall Avenue), open 9:00am 
to 4:00pm weekdays. Their phone number is 9631 5428. Please 
ring prior to attending to confirm food bank opening hours.  
 

Offering assistance: Karabi Community Services 
Wentworthville are accepting donations of non-perishable 
food stuffs. Please see above for phone and address details. 
 

Please remember compliance with the NSW COVID public 
health orders when out in the community at this time.  
 

Caring for the health and wellbeing of our retired priests  
The Bishop’s Father’s Day Appeal, traditionally held on Father’s 
Day, raises much needed funds for the Clergy Support 
Foundation to continue its work supporting retired clergy and 
those in ill health. Due to the current lockdown, the Appeal will 
be held via mail and online. You can still 
contribute for several weeks after Fathers’ 
Day if you wish. Your thoughtful donation 
will mean so much to those who have put 
the care of others before themselves. 
Please give generously via the Father’s Day 
Appeal at parracatholic.org/fathersdayappeal or call (02) 8838 
3482. 
 

Current issues 
Despite the pandemic calling a halt to much activity, various 
processes and issues forge ahead. These issues include the 
Afghan refugee debate, the proposed euthanasia legislation in 
the NSW Parliament, natural disaster relief efforts, and so 
much more. Let’s uphold these issues in prayer but also do 
what we can practically. With regard to the euthanasia 
legislation, you can email our State MP, Dr Geoff Lee, at 
parramatta@parliament.nsw.gov.au. Time is of the essence! 

 
 

Plenary - October 2021  

                       Fan the Flame  
Towards Plenary Assembly One October 2021 

‘If anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let him renounce himself and take 

up his cross and follow me.’  

Mark 8:27-35 

There can be no shortcuts, no bypassing the cross or the tomb, to encounter 

the resurrection. For new life and new hope to emerge, we need to 

acknowledge that we are a broken, hurt and traumatised Church… by 

standing in solidarity and compassion with each other, particularly the 

wounded, the poor and the traumatised. 

(Humble, Healing and Merciful - Discernment Paper, pp. 12 and 18) 

www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/fantheflame/ 

Safeguarding Sunday 
This Sunday is Safeguarding Sunday. Parramatta Diocese has 
launched The Parramatta Way, a new commitment  to 
Safeguarding developed for our Catholic community. You can 
find out more by going to the Parramatta Diocese Office for 
Safeguarding website at safeguarding.org.au 

 

Giving to the Parish 
Some parishioners might be wondering how to support the 
parish financially at this time if they are not already doing so. 
Please call us if this is something you would like to do or go to 
the diocesan website and scroll down to “Give to your Parish”. 
 

Seeking Submissions for St Pat’s Matters 
Your chance to add to the articles already submitted for the 
upcoming issue of St Pat’s Matters.  
What to write about? A few suggestions: 

 Perhaps the issue on top of everyone’s concerns: Coping 
with Covid & Lockdown: how your faith sustains you; what 
it means being locked out of Church.  

 Why you love being a St Pat’s Parishioner. 

 Sharing your involvement in Ministry and how it’s been 
affected by lockdown. 

 Children: we’d love you to write about making your First 
Holy Communion in early June. Parents, comments from 
your perspective are also welcomed.  

 Any “Good Sam” acts you have witnessed or experienced 
personally, particularly during lockdown.  

 Articles and archival photos relating to the longstanding 

history of our remarkable parish — its priests, people and 

events.  

Email your submission to balmap5@bigpond.com  

Deadline is mid September! 

 

 

0419 153 195  

NEW STOCK: Feel free to come in and have a browse after lockdown!  
We stock religious goods, ethical products, sacramental gifts and many 

more items to celebrate a time in your life or someone special.   
 

OPEN:     Tuesday - Friday 10:00am - 3:00pm & Sunday 9:00am - 1:00pm 

CLOSED:  Mondays and Saturdays 
 

Contact Us                     Find Us 

giftshop@stpatscathedral.com.au stpats_giftshop_parramatta 

StPatricksGiftShop 

http://www.caritas.org.au
https://parracatholic.org/fathersdayappeal
http://www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/fantheflame/


 

 

 

We pray for our beloved dead…. 

Recently Deceased: Lourdes Javier, Edward Olivera, Kathleen McFadden, Mariana Sleiman Harb, Basilisa 

Manlangit, Marcela Mostera, Gee Meng Phua, Zhiying Ren, Philomena Nolan, Francis Gorostiza, Sr Mary 

Grima fmm  

Deceased: Maximo Sr Caneda, Lobo D’Souza family, Joan Fonseca, Bill Fleming, Perla Yulo, Justin Palad, 

Nazar & Lewis Nissan, Ruzica Zderic, Peng Tam Chow, Merlita Fernandes, Daisy V Nunes, Antonio Lareza  

Anniversaries: Librado Javier, John Yulo, Joseph Malouf, Jean Davoren, Samuel Appathurai, Alban & Benny 

Fonseca, Juliet Noronha 

Perpetuals: Norm Hector, Bokeyar family, David family, Japour family, Paula Loto’aniu, Peter Van Tilburg, 

Margaret Angela Roberts, Sally & Frank Martlew, Sherwood family, Pat & Jim Hartman, Royan & Andrews 

families, Don Andrews, Juliet Noronha, Dr Joseph Malouf, Abel Moses, Jimmy, Anna & Frank Grainda, Frank 

Agostino, Bernadette Melhen and Sally Boujandy, Jack & June Barrett, Ann O’Brien, Watson Lee, Ian & Pat 

Sanders, Bill & Alice Kendall,  Allan Kendall, Maria Patterson & Ellen Bancan, Hooper family, Giuseppina & 

Giovanni Rechichi, Mary Coady, Mary & Jack White, Vincent & Rebecca Vella, Walter Townsend, Ferris 

Grugeon, McInherny, White, McWilliam & McGuckin families, Mary Abela, Robert Andrews, Sylvester    

family, Rogan family, Adcock and McMillan families, Love family, Gabrielle Baker, Paula Cowling,         

McDermott & Starr families, Repose of the Souls in Purgatory, Deceased  Parishioners of St Patrick’s and    

St Monica’s 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,  
and let perpetual light shine upon them...  

We also pray for... 

Sick: Baby Fernandes, George Malouf, Sharon Webb, Paul Peters, Rosie Rezek, G Noonan,   

J Stapleton, Fayma, Fr Kevin Walsh, Ansbert & Maria Fernandez, Lorelei & Gary Sellado, 

Perla Yulo, Cresencia Fernando, Adna Mar, Natalie, Rohan Rodricks, Karl, Evelyn 

Special Intentions: Patrick Newman, Yi Jiek Wong, Sien Yu Phua, Sr Alice Cooke, Sr Helen 

Cooke, Thomas Mooney, Dulcesima Empuerto, Sien H Phua, Teodulo Sarreal, Juan Cabezas,  

Jee C Phua, Anne Togado, Josie Dadic, Ajay & Jennifer Furtado, Bernard & Gracie Rodricks, 

Bernard & Alban Fonseca, David J Sampey, Fatima, Sidney, Rohan, Den Senjak, Francis     

Rocha, Anthony Brocone, Chad Booc, Nell Gomes, Emerlinda Sarreal, Khush Jilla 
 

Pope Francis’  Prayer Intention for September 

  An Environmentally Sustainable Lifestyle 
 

“We pray that we all will make courageous choices for a simple and             

environmentally sustainable lifestyle, rejoicing in our young people who are 

resolutely committed to this.” 



 

 

This Sunday’s Readings 

Twenty-fourth Sunday 

Is 50:5-9; James 2:14-18; Mk 8:27-35 

 

 

Next Sunday’s Readings 

 Twenty-fifth Sunday 

Wisdom 2:12, 17-20; James 3:16 - 4:3; Mk 9:30-37 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint of the Week 

17th September - St Hildegard of Bingen (1098-1179) 

Hildegard was born in Bermersheim, Germany in 1098, and in 1115 she entered the Benedictine abbey 

at the Disbodenberg. Around 1150 she founded the monastery at Rupertsberg, near Bingen, which she 

ruled as abbess. 

She was expert both in natural science and in music. In her contemplative 

prayer she received mystical revelations which she communicated in very 

many written works, directed at clergy and laity alike. She preached        

penitence and disproved doctrinal errors, so that even princes and Popes 

turned to her for advice. She died of an illness in 1179 and is a Doctor of the 

Church, declared so by Pope Benedict XVI in October 2012. 

There has been a renewed interest in St Hildegard and her work in recent 

times. 

(Information taken from Universalis) 

“Quote of the Week” 

“The only profitable relationship to others - and 

especially to our weaker brothers and sisters - is 

one of love, and that means the will to be in    

community with them. God did not despise        

humanity, but became a human for humanity’s 

sake.” 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906 - 1945) 

German Protestant theologian and martyr 

Letters and Papers from 

Prison 

 
 

 

NEWS FROM 

ROME 
“Dear brothers and sisters, in our continuing            

catechesis on the Letter to the Galatians, we now   

consider Paul’s teaching on the radical newness of our 

life in Jesus Christ. By his incarnation, death and     

resurrection, the Son of God has reconciled us with 

the Father, given us birth to new life and bestowed on 

us a share in his divine sonship. Through faith and baptism, we 

have been interiorly transformed; now, having “put on Christ”, 

we have become a new creation. This new identity transcends 

all other ethnic, social and religious differences: in Christ, “there 

is no longer Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female

(Gal 3:28). We Christians can often take for granted this       

newness of life bestowed at our baptism. Conscious of our    

dignity as sons and daughters of the Father, may we resolve to 

reconcile every division, to embrace fully our oneness in Christ 

and our vocation to be convincing witnesses of the unity to 

which, in God’s saving plan, the entire human family is called 

(cf. Gaudium et Spes, 1). ” 

https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19651207_gaudium-et-spes_en.html


 

 

 

Getting to know… 

Clem Gallagher 

Whilst technically residing outside the parish, my late wife and I were made to feel very welcome to St. Patrick's            
Cathedral in late 1993 by the then Parish Priest Father John Boyle (now Monsignor) and the parishioners. 

Sadly, my dear wife passed away on 10 January 2010 from complications associated with the debilitating effects of       
multiple sclerosis. I have three wonderful and supportive children (two reside interstate and one lives in Sydney.) I have 
seven grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. 

I became associated with the RCIA in February 2005 as a sponsor for someone who was preparing for Baptism and       
Confirmation. I continued my involvement as a team member for a 
number of years. It was a most rewarding experience and privilege 
to share my faith with a committed group of people on their journey 
into full communion with the Catholic Church. 

I am on the collection counting team roster, an extraordinary      
minister of the Eucharist at the Saturday Vigil Mass and attend the 
Novena to Mary Full of Grace on the last Tuesday of each month. 

I have loved being a parishioner of St. Patrick's Cathedral and look 
forward to returning to some sort of normality in the not-too-distant 
future when the doors of the Blessed Sacrament Chapel (and        
Cathedral) will be reopened for us. 

 

DID YOU KNOW… 

...that the title ‘Christ’ that we hear Peter call Jesus in this Sunday’s Gospel, and 

which we as Christians use frequently, is a Greek word? 

‘Christ’ comes from the Greek word ‘Christos’ which means ‘Anointed One’. The Greek 

word chrio’ means ‘to anoint’ and so it is easy to see the 

link. ‘Christ’ is the equivalent of the Hebrew ‘Messiah’. 

Understanding what ‘Christ’ means helps us to see the 

logic of terms such as ‘Jesus the Christ’ or ‘Christ Jesus’. 

Jesus didn’t have the equivalent of a modern surname! 

WEDDINGS 

We pray for those couples who have had to         

postpone their wedding due to the current Covid 

restrictions…. 

 

 

 

 

We pray that this will not dampen their desire to be 

united in this sacrament when circumstances          

permit. 

BAPTISMS 

At this time, we pray for all those families who 

are seeking to have their children baptised but 

cannot do so because of the current Covid            

restrictions…. 

 

       
 

 

 

Please uphold these children and their families in 

prayer. 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Australian Owned 

SPEEDY LOCK, BAG &  

SHOE REPAIRS PTY LTD  

KEYS CUT FROM $2.50 (Cheapest In Sydney)  

Professional Shoe & Bag Repairs  

Car key & Watch battery replacements Key 

cuts & Car key programming/cutting  

Computer Engraving 

Simon 9891 2229  

Shop 12 Queensland Arcade,  

181 Church Street, Parramatta  

Email: speedykeysparramatta@gmail.com  

ALL PIANO SERVICES 

Anthony Lette & Sons 

Since 1958 

 

TUNING, RESTORATION &  

REPAIRS 

TO PIANOS, PIANOLAS 

GRANDS & REED ORGANS 
PTTG Members.  All Areas 

9631 3582 
e:  allpianoservices@gmail.com  
32 Cornelia Road, Toongabbie 

 

 6 Pitt Street Parramatta 2150 

Tel:  9687 1072 Fax:  9687 1074 

Email: wnbull@wnbull.com 

Member, Australian Funeral Directors  

24 Hour Service to all suburbs 

Parramatta Office: 11 Fennell Street | Parramatta NSW 2150  

Gosford Office: 28 William Street | Gosford NSW 2250 

All Mail to: PO Box 2371 | Parramatta NSW 1750  

P: (02) 9633 1826 M: 0413 853 331 

 

Wills, Estates, 

Commercial & 

Property Disputes  

Family Law  

All Litigation 

Personal Injury  

• Experienced 

• Speak English, 

Arabic & Italian 

• First Meeting Free 

 

 

 

NEED a CLEANER? 

• Home cleaning 

• Strata cleaning 

• Commercial cleaning  

• Grounds keeping 

  KCM Brother’s Property Maintenance 

Servicing Parramatta & surrounding areas 

Call Mick on 0405 309 826 
www.kcmbrothers.com 

Cleaning to suit your needs 

 

mailto:allpianoservices@gmail.com

