
 

 

EMERGENCY CALLS   

ANYTIME Ph: 0417 848 522 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY 

  6:00pm      Saturday Vigil Mass 

  7:30am      Morning Prayer 

  8:00am      Mass 

  9:30am      Mass   

  11:00am    Solemn Mass with Cathedral Choir 

  6:00pm     Mass 

  6:00pm     Youth-led Mass (3rd Sunday) 

 

MONDAY  TO  FRIDAY 

   6:10am     Morning Prayer 

   6:30am     Mass 

  11:15am    Exposition 

  11:15am    Sacrament of Penance (till 12:15pm) 

  Rosary after Angelus at midday 

  12:30pm    Mass 

 
 

SATURDAY 

   7:30am      Morning Prayer 

   8:00am      Mass 

   8:30am      Sacrament of Penance (till 9:00am) 

   9:30am      Mass in Old Rite  

   5:00pm     Sacrament of Penance (till 5:30pm) 

 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 

Mass at 8:00am (No Adoration or Confession) 
 

 

WEEKLY PRAYER GROUPS 

 Monday 6:30pm—Legion of Mary 

 Tuesday 9:30am—Christian Meditation 

 Tuesday 7:30pm—RCIA 

 Friday 1:00pm—Cenacle Prayers 

 

MONTHLY PRAYER GROUPS 

 Last Tuesday of the month - Novena to 

Mary, Full of Grace 

 First Friday Devotions: 6:30pm  

 

OTHER CONNECT GROUPS 

Playgroup: Wednesdays 9:30am - 11:00am 

Facebook: Parramatta St Pat’s Playgroup 
 

Credo Youth Ministries 

Contact Fr Chris or find information on 

Facebook: credo.stpats 

Email: credo@stpatscathedral.com.au 
 

Live Christ, Share Christ. 

Monthly formation nights. Contact Michael or 

Marietta on email: mguillema@bigpond.com  
 

CONNECT WITH OUR PARISH! 

Download our App: SPCPP  

Facebook: St Patrick’s Cathedral 

Website: www.stpatscathedral.com.au  

Twitter: @StParramatta 

St Patrick's Cathedral, Parramatta    
Cathedral Office: 1 Marist Place, Parramatta  NSW  2150 

(02) 8839 8400     www.stpatscathedral.com.au 

 

 12 December 2021 - Third Sunday of Advent (Year C) 

 

“Master, what must we do?” 

ON THIS THIRD SUNDAY in Advent we acknowledge a change 

in pace and mood in our Advent journey, made clear to us by the 

lighting of a rose-coloured candle in addition to the violet ones lit 

over the first and second Sundays of Advent. The Church 

anticipates the great celebration for which we are preparing –  

the Nativity, the event in history marking the beginning of our 

salvation – and our readings reflect this lift in mood with the reading from the 

prophet Zephaniah trumpeting a fanfare of joy: “Rejoice, exult with all your heart, 

daughter of Jerusalem! The Lord has repealed your sentence; he has driven your 

enemies away.” 

The Gospel is less obvious in expressing this uplifted, anticipatory mood but does 

acknowledge that there was, among the people gathered around John the Baptist “a 

feeling of expectancy.” They understand that John has come to prepare the way for 

Jesus the Anointed One, and so they ask him a profound question: “What must we 

do?” Each of the groups gathered around John, the crowd in general, the tax 

collectors and the soldiers, asks the same question. They were all keen to know 

what needed to be done to prepare for the coming of the Messiah. 

And fair enough, too. Imagine if you were told that you were to be entertaining 

someone of great importance or fame in your home in a couple of days’ time. Surely 

you would do your utmost to make certain you had plenty of provisions in stock, do 

some research to ensure you could hold a conversation with this person, and so 

on? Each person in such a situation would surely adopt the same approach. 

John the Baptist does not outline a generic routine for preparing the way for the 

coming of Jesus. Note how he gives a different answer to each of the groups that 

approach him. He urges the general crowd to share with the less fortunate, the tax 

collectors to be just and the soldiers to be gentle and content with their pay. Each 

person therefore, is called to examine their behaviour and eliminate anything that is 

contrary to charity. The aim is general, to be more Christlike, but the manner in 

which this is achieved is specific to each individual depending on circumstances, 

personality, and so on. 

There is no “tick-a-box” way of living as a Christian unless you consider there to be 

just one box to be ticked, a box labelled “Living like Jesus”. A formulaic approach to 

faith only induces unnecessary anxiety (“Did I say all ten Hail Marys in that Mystery 

of the Rosary”) and possibly smugness on the part of those with the disposition and 

inner strength which enables them to adhere to rules and regulations, even at the 

expense of true happiness and fulfillment. But Jesus didn’t come to save people 

with certain characteristics or abilities; he came to save us all. 

And this salvation begins with recognition of our shortcomings as Christian 

disciples, repentance for our sins and a desire to change and start anew, living lives 

of loving response to a merciful God. This is called conversion and it is what John 

the Baptist preached to prepare the world for the coming of the Messiah. 

In essence, conversion is “what we must do” and we must commit to it daily to 
experience life to the full, that very reason that the one for whom John prepared the 
way, Jesus, came into our world. 

Wishing you a blessed Advent season, 

Fr Robert 



 

 

 

STAFF CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Dean and Administrator 
Very Rev Fr Robert Riedling 
8839 8420 or frrobert@stpatscathedral.com.au 
 

Assistant Priest 
Rev Fr Chris del Rosario 
8839 8423 or frchris@stpatscathedral.com.au 
 

Priest in Residence 
Rev Fr  Van Xua Nguyen (Fr Joseph Nguyen) 
Vietnamese Community Chaplain 
 
 

Office Hours: 9:00am - 4:00pm weekdays 

Receptionist: Donna Missio (Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri)  

8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au 
 

Parish Secretary: Pat Preca (Mon - Fri) 

8839 8412 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au 

 

Cathedral Parish Manager: Mili Lee (Tue - Fri) 

8839 8419 or admin@stpatscathedral.com.au  

 

Sacramental Coordinator: Meg Gale (Tue only)  

8839 8400 or sacrament@stpatscathedral.com.au 
 

Director of Music: Bernard Kirkpatrick KSS 

8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au  

 

Liturgy Coordinator/Sacristan:  
Fr Chris del Rosario (see above for contact details) 

 

Youth Coordinator: Genevieve Lee 

8839 8400 or credo@stpatscathedral.com.au 
 

Gift Shop Manager: Minnie Harb 

8839 8400 or giftshop@stpatscathedral.com.au 

 

SACRAMENTS 

Baptisms are celebrated in the Cathedral on most 

Sundays. Check for exceptions. Family members and 
guests are requested to be present at the Cathedral at 
least fifteen minutes before the usual commencement 
time of 12:30pm.  

Weddings are by appointment only. 

Contact the Parish Secretary. 

First Eucharist and Confirmation 

Please contact the Sacramental Coordinator. 

HIRING of ROOMS 
For hire of Cloister Function rooms, call 8839 8400 or 

enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au  

Material for Bulletin 

If you have something that you would like 

published in the bulletin, please ensure that 

it is conveyed to our Parish Secretary, Pat, 

by 12:00noon on Thursday. Please note that 

material must relate to the parish and its 

mission.  

Don’t forget that businesses can advertise 

on the rear page of the bulletin. For further 

details, please contact Pat Preca by phone 

on  8839 8412 or email her at 

secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Seminarian Paul Tran 
Greetings! I am Paul Tran Truong Tho, 33 years old. I was born and grew up in the 
Da Lat diocese, Vietnam. During my high school years, I was aware of being loved 
by God and I wished to respond to His love by following Him, possibly in             
consecrated life. My vocation was influenced by my devout parents and inspired by 
St. Francis Xavier, a great missionary. As a result, I joined a religious congregation in 
Vietnam for several years. Then I heard another call that I wished to be a diocesan 
priest in the future instead.    

With the Holy Spirit’s guidance and my former spiritual director’s advice, I applied to 
the Parramatta diocese through contact with Fr John Paul Escarlan and I was accepted 
by Bishop Vincent. I arrived in Australia in September 2019 and have lived now for 
two years in the Holy Spirit Seminary under 
God's training with Rector Fr John Hogan and 
his team’s wonderful instructions. I am now 
here at the Cathedral in Parramatta to have some 
pastoral experience throughout December till 
Christmas Day.  

Thanks to Fr Robert and Fr Chris and all of you 
here for accepting me and giving me the        
opportunity to live with devout people and be 
present in this active parish. May you keep me 
and our diocese’s seminarians in your daily 
prayers!  

May you have a holy Advent and a happy 
Christmas!  

Christmas Mass Schedule 

24 December 

Christmas Eve 

6:00pm 

Vigil - Family Mass 

9:00pm 

Vigil 

Midnight Mass 

(11:30pm Readings) 

Solemn Pontifical Mass with Cathedral Choir  
(Carols service with readings starts at 11:30pm) 

 

25 December 

Christmas Day 

8:00am 

9:30am 

11:00am 
Solemn Pontifical Mass with Cathedral Choir 

 

6:00pm 



 

 

Planned Giving Envelopes 

If you had been donating via the envelope system 
and wish to resume your financial support for the 
parish, the envelopes are now available from the 
narthex. For further ease, you may like to consider 
moving away from envelopes and donate via direct 
debit or credit card. The Cathedral Office staff will 
be able to assist you should you wish to donate this 
way. Your support to the Cathedral parish is always 
much appreciated. 
 

Update from Cloister Café 
It looks like we will manage to squeeze in       
19 December, after the 9:30am and 11:00am 
Masses, for our final Cloister Café of the year! 
 

Pop-Up Stall: Goods for Sale 
When: Sunday 19th December, 2021 
Where: Cloister Function Room (Cathedral Hall) 
What: Christmassy items, plus a variety of other ‘stuff’  
Why: Fundraising for a good cause — St Pat’s Parish! 
 

Bring your money with you, but EFTPOS will also probably be 
available. 
 

St Pat’s Matters 
All going to plan, Issue 109 will be out next 
weekend 18/19 December. Of course, 
Christmassy content is a feature, but It’s also 
jam-packed with parish-related happenings. 
 

Sounds of Christmas from Asia Pacific 
A new CD featuring classic Christmas songs 
in eight languages from across Asia Pacific 
is raising money for the House of 
Welcome, which supports Refugees in the 
Diocese of Parramatta. The not-for-profit 
community album project is dedicated to 
people who are being minoritised in our society and feel 
particularly lonely during the Christmas season. You can find 
more information and order the album at  
linktr.ee/SoundsChristmasAsiaPacific. It is now available 
through the St Patrick’s Cathedral Gift Shop. 

Christmas Day Evening Mass 
Please note, the Christmas evening 6:00pm Mass on the 
Saturday is still the Mass of Christmas Day, meaning that it is 
not a Vigil Mass for Holy Family which falls the next day 
(Sunday). Hence, the only Masses for the Sunday are the usual 
four Masses which fall on the actual Sunday. 
 

Olive Wood Items for Sale 
We will have a representative from the Holy Land selling olive 
wood items from Palestine after Masses this weekend.  An 
opportunity for you to pick up some unique Christmas gifts! 
 

Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) Collection 
You will note that there is a collection space in the chapel near 
the nativity scene for items that JRS are collecting to assist 
those in need. Please leave your items at the space provided 
and we will organise collection of items when needed. Items 
requested include 1kg bags basmati rice, cooking oil, longlife 
milk, toiletries and other basic items. Please check the sign near 
the space for more details about items most in need. 

 

Working Bee - Thank you! 
A big thank you to all those who gave of their time last Saturday 
to undertake a lot of jobs around the cathedral precinct. It was 
a sterling effort by all and great  to have some social time 
around some refreshments after all the hard work. Keep your 
eyes peeled for our next working bee! 
 

Volunteers - Thank you! 

More on this next week, but a big 
thank you to all our volunteers across 
so many ministries throughout this 
difficult year. The generosity with 
which you gifted your time and talent 
has been greatly appreciated. 
 

Bishop’s Christmas Appeal 
Thank you for your generosity and support of this appeal.  If you 
did not have an opportunity to donate and would still like to do 
so, you may donate online via yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/
appeal You can look at the YouTube video on the Parramatta 
Diocese channel. The appeal this year is focused on the “Houses 

to Homes” 
project which 
supports young 
single mothers 
aged 16-25 with 
their pregnancy 
and their early 
time as mothers. 

 

 

0419 153 195  

NEW STOCK: Feel free to come in and have a browse!   
We stock religious goods, ethical products, sacramental gifts and many 

more items to celebrate a time in your life or someone special.   
 

OPEN:     Tuesday - Friday 10:00am - 3:00pm & Sunday 9:00am - 1:00pm 

CLOSED:  Mondays and Saturdays 
 

Contact Us                     Find Us 

giftshop@stpatscathedral.com.au stpats_giftshop_parramatta 

StPatricksGiftShop 

God’s Word 2022- Selling fast. We have a 
limited number of books and they are  
going quickly. Please come to St Pat’s 
Giftshop this weekend and secure your 
copy at $19.95.  
And just arrived, Columban Mission  
Calendars at $14.95 (limited amount). 

https://linktr.ee/SoundsChristmasAsiaPacific
https://www.stpatricksgiftshop.com/


 

 

 

We pray for our beloved dead…. 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,  
and let perpetual light shine upon them...  

 

Recently Deceased: Rafael Pavlovec, Hilaria Estago, Martha Bondoc, Danilo Dingle, Taitusi Saudole,          

Vincenzio Sorgiovanni, Stephen Baxter, Henry Lewis, Josephine Fernandes, Manvail & Mary Fernandes, 

John Fernandes, Orlando Mascarenhas, Lourdes Javier, Edward Olivera, Kathleen McFadden, Mariana      

Sleiman Harb 

Deceased: Lucy D’Mello, YT Deanna Hsu, Lerma Soriano, Rodrigo Mallari, Charles Cushini, Victorio &       

Gertrudes family, Maximo Sr Caneda, Lobo D’Souza family, Joan Fonseca, Bill Fleming, Perla Yulo,             

Justin Palad 

Anniversaries: Dulcesima Caneda, Michael Tran, Maria Nguyen, Maria Tran, Paul Bui, Pedro Sulem-Hauyon  

Perpetuals: Norm Hector, Bokeyar family, David family, Japour family, Paula Loto’aniu, Peter Van Tilburg, 

Margaret Angela Roberts, Sally & Frank Martlew, Sherwood family, Pat & Jim Hartman, Royan & Andrews 

families, Don Andrews, Juliet Noronha, Dr Joseph Malouf, Abel Moses, Jimmy, Anna & Frank Grainda,  

Frank Agostino, Bernadette Melhen and Sally Boujandy, Jack & June Barrett, Ann O’Brien, Watson Lee, Ian 

& Pat Sanders, Bill & Alice Kendall,  Allan Kendall, Maria Patterson & 

Ellen Bancan, Hooper family, Giuseppina & Giovanni Rechichi, Mary 

Coady, Mary & Jack White, Vincent & Rebecca Vella, Walter Townsend, 

Ferris Grugeon, McInherny, White, McWilliam & McGuckin families, 

Mary Abela, Robert Andrews, Sylvester family, Rogan family, Adcock 

and McMillan families, Love family, Gabrielle Baker, Paula Cowling, 

McDermott & Starr families, Repose of the Souls in Purgatory,            

Deceased  Parishioners of St Patrick’s and St Monica’s 

We also pray for... 

Sick: Flor Ocampo, Ezekiel Fernandes, John McDermott, Sebastian Bugo, Pedro Romulo, Marina 

Esguerra, Radhika Lal, Nisaka Goonawardana, Merle Furtado, George Malouf, Sharon Webb, Paul 

Peters, Rosie Rezek, G Noonan, J Stapleton, Fayma, Ansbert & Maria Fernandez 

Special Intentions: Pedro & Sheila Romulo, Bradley & Stefani, Naleen, Merle Furtado, Tian, Naleen 

& Raveen, BVM thanks, Stacey Grant, Senjak (mult. Int), Flavia D’Souza, Tian Priyamanna, Sidney & 

Fatima Rodricks, Merle Furtado, Bernard Rodricks, Yi Jiek Wong, Sien Yu Phua, Sr Alice Cooke, Sr 

Helen Cooke, Thomas Mooney, Dulcesima Empuerto, Sien H Phua, Teodulo Sarreal, Juan Cabezas, 

Jee C Phua, Anne Togado, Josie Dadic, Ajay & Jennifer Furtado, Bernard & Gracie Rodricks, Bernard 

& Alban Fonseca, David J Sampey, Fatima, Sidney, Rohan, Khush Jilla 

 

Pope Francis’  Prayer Intention for December 

Catechists 

“Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce the Word of God: 

may they be its witnesses, with courage and creativity and in the power of 

the Holy Spirit.” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saints of the Week 

14th December - St John of the Cross (1542-1591), Priest, Doctor 

John was born in Fontiveros, Spain, in about 1542. He spent some time as a Carmelite friar before, in 

1568, Saint Teresa of Ávila persuaded him to pioneer the reform of the Carmelite order. This was a     

difficult task and a dangerous one: he suffered imprisonment and severe   

punishment at the hands of the Church authorities. He died at the monastery 

of Ubeda in Andalusia on 14 December 1591: the monks there had initially 

treated him as the worst of sinners, but by the time he died they had           

recognised his sanctity and his funeral was the occasion of a great outburst  

of enthusiasm. 

His works include two major mystical poems—he is considered one of the 

greatest poets of the Spanish language—and detailed commentaries on them 

and the spiritual truths they convey. He was canonised in 1726 and declared a 

Doctor of the Church (someone who is considered to have contributed        

significantly to an understanding of the faith) in 1926. 
 

(Information taken from Universalis) 

“Quote of the Week” 

“Without Christ we would not know God; we 

could neither call on God nor come to God. 

Moreover, without Christ we would not know 

other Christians around us; nor could we         

approach them. The way to them is blocked 

by one’s own ego. Christ opened up the way 

to God and to one another.” 
 

 

 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
(1906-1945) 
Lutheran Theologian & Martyr 
Life Together 33 

 

NEWS FROM...ROME 
General Audience, 01 December: ‘Dear Brothers and 
Sisters: In our continuing catechesis on Saint Joseph, we 
now reflect on Saint Matthew’s description of Joseph as 
both “a just man” and as “the husband of Mary”. As a 
devout son of Israel, Joseph willingly submitted to the 
requirements of the Law and its precepts concerning 
marriage. Having learned that Mary was already with 

child, out of love and regard for her Joseph sought to spare her 
the humiliation of a public separation. Then, in a dream, Joseph 
learned from an angel that it was right that he should marry Mary, 
since she had conceived her son by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
By God’s providence, Joseph came to a deeper understanding of 
divine justice and its authentic demands. Joseph and Mary’s   
openness to God’s saving plan brings their love to a maturity  
expressed in the virtues of chastity, fidelity, respect and humility. 
Far from restricting our freedom, these virtues in fact give our 
love direction and endurance. In this sense, Joseph and Mary can 
serve as an example not only to young people engaged to be  
married, but to all of us, who also in the midst of life’s inevitable            
challenges, are called to discover the true joy and freedom that 
come from trusting in God’s just and providential concern for our 
lives.’ 

Next Sunday’s Readings 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Micah 5:1-4; Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-44 

This Sunday’s Readings 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Zeph 3:14-18; Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18 



 

 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW… 

...that John the Baptist, featured prominently in our Gospel this weekend and last      

weekend, had his own disciples prior to Jesus commencing his ministry? 

The most famous follower of John was, of course, the apostle Andrew (John 
1:40). Scholars differ in their opinion about who the second disciple was (John 
1:35), but most say either John or Phillip. Apart from these two, the Acts of 
the Apostles mentions Apollos (Acts 18:25) as having received the baptism of 
John as well as a group of believers encountered by Paul, also at Ephesus who 
were in the same situation (Acts 19:1-3). Of course, there most likely were 
many more who had closely followed John during his ministry preparing the 
way for Jesus. Some scholars even believe Jesus to have been John’s disciple! 

WEDDINGS 

Let us pray for those who are preparing for  

marriage, will shortly be married or have just married... 

 

 

 

Alyssa Onorato & Max Vernon 

Rebecca Dadich & Andrew Ferrarelli 

Vanessa Sleiman & Patrick Polito 

Melissa Bentley & Melroy Rodrigues 

BAPTISMS 

We welcome into our Catholic Christian family, 

the Body of Christ, these children who have been 

recently baptised...  
 

             

   Lorenzo Villasenor 

  Ian Lim 

 

Please uphold these children and their families in 

prayer. 

 Living Laudato Si’ - CHILDREN 

Children have an innate curiosity plus wonder and awe for the natural environment. Encourage their      
engagement with the natural world by experiencing it fully. Let little hands play with dirt, touch grass 
shrubs and bark, point at insects and birds living their lives and ask why is the sky blue? Give them       
opportunities for all their senses to appreciate our wonderful planet, including taste, if you are brave! Find 
a comfortable place outside, get a rug and look at the sky and clouds with a pre-school child and discuss 
what might be going on. Enjoy stimulating their creativity and taking a shared journey to a wonderful   
unknown destination! 

For older primary school and early high school children, technology offers the opportunity of positive 
screen based experiences via citizen science projects run by many government and environmental            
organisations. These allow an enhanced appreciation to be developed of threatened species and the       
biological sciences. 

The Parramatta Diocese also has a short video on The Well platform summarising Laudato Si’s key      
concepts of care for creation aimed at infant to mid primary-aged students.  

Links: Ep2: Caring For All Of Creation – The Well 

 

With thanks to parishioner Claire Pospischil for her input to this social justice project 



 

 

  



 

 

 

Australian Owned 

SPEEDY LOCK, BAG &  

SHOE REPAIRS PTY LTD  

KEYS CUT FROM $2.50 (Cheapest In Sydney)  

Professional Shoe & Bag Repairs  

Car key & Watch battery replacements Key 

cuts & Car key programming/cutting  

Computer Engraving 

Simon 9891 2229  

Shop 12 Queensland Arcade,  

181 Church Street, Parramatta  

Email: speedykeysparramatta@gmail.com  

ALL PIANO SERVICES 

Anthony Lette & Sons 

Since 1958 
 

TUNING, RESTORATION &  

REPAIRS 

TO PIANOS, PIANOLAS 

GRANDS & REED ORGANS 

PTTG Members.  All Areas 

9631 3582 
e:  allpianoservices@gmail.com  
32 Cornelia Road, Toongabbie 

 

 6 Pitt Street Parramatta 2150 

Tel:  9687 1072 Fax:  9687 1074 

Email: wnbull@wnbull.com 

Member, Australian Funeral Directors  

24 Hour Service to all suburbs 

Parramatta Office: 11 Fennell Street | Parramatta NSW 2150  

Gosford Office: 28 William Street | Gosford NSW 2250 

All Mail to: PO Box 2371 | Parramatta NSW 1750  

P: (02) 9633 1826 M: 0413 853 331 

 

Wills, Estates, 

Commercial & 

Property Disputes  

Family Law  

All Litigation 

Personal Injury  

• Experienced 

• Speak English, 

Arabic & Italian 

• First Meeting Free 

 

 

 

NEED a CLEANER? 

• Home cleaning 

• Strata cleaning 

• Commercial cleaning  

• Grounds keeping 

  KCM Brother’s Property Maintenance 

Servicing Parramatta & surrounding areas 

Call Mick on 0405 309 826 
www.kcmbrothers.com 

Cleaning to suit your needs 

 

mailto:allpianoservices@gmail.com

