
 
ST PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL, PARRAMATTA 

 

WEEKLY PRAYER GROUPS 
Tuesday 9:30am - Christian Meditation
Tuesday 6:30pm - Legion of Mary 
Tuesday 7:30pm - RCIA 
Friday 1:00pm - Cenacle Prayers 

MONTHLY PRAYER GROUPS 
Last Tuesday of the month - Novena to 
Mary, Full of Grace
 

First Friday Devotions: 6:30pm 

This is not, of course, to make a judgment on those who like such artistic
depictions of the infant Jesus. Everyone is free to like or dislike whatever they
please, taste in art being, as it is, subjective. I suppose that if any scene from
the Gospels were to inspire sentimentality, that of Jesus as a baby is the natural
choice. By comparison, the idea of sentimentalising Jesus on the cross would
be distasteful. Having said that, sentimental images of the crucifixion are hardly
unknown.

I feel that if anyone is to blame in this matter it is probably our Victorian-era
forebears who developed this style to a large degree. It is no coincidence, I’m
sure, that the Victorian era shaped the Christmas season to the way we know it
today, with Christmas cards, sumptuous feasts and gift-giving all either invented
or popularised throughout that time in history.

My distaste for sentimentality in the Bethlehem scene is more than an artistic
issue – it is also one of faith. Put simply, there should be nothing sentimental
about the birth of Jesus. It is the event which marks the beginning of our
salvation; sentimentalising it reduces, maybe even eliminates, our appreciation
of this earth-shattering episode in human history. Put simply, when we consider
the idea of peace that a mawkish representation of the birth of Jesus conveys,
we are forced to consider that Jesus, the Prince of Peace, was born in a time of
great danger, a time of foreign occupation where death was lurking around
every corner. 

The peaceful scene of the baby Jesus in the stable at Bethlehem, traditionally
gazed upon lovingly by not only Mary and Joseph but also a series of barnyard
animals, has a flipside to it. This sweet little baby will grow to be a man who, for
the sake of our salvation, will suffer the bloody and violent death of a common
criminal at the hands of his enemies. We must remember, whether we are
gazing at a sentimental representation of the Nativity scene or not, that it is only
the beginning of a story, a story with a glorious ending, but not before the blood
and gore that precede it – all out of love for us and a desire by God to bring us
back into his favour.

May I take this opportunity on behalf of the clergy and staff of St Patrick’s
Cathedral, to wish you and your loved ones a blessed Christmas and an
abundance of God’s blessings as we move into the New Year.

Wishing you and your loved ones a blessed Christmas season, 

Fr Robert

 Cathedral Office: 1 Marist Place, Parramatta NSW 2150 

AT THE RISK OF sounding like a wet blanket, if there is
one thing I find difficult to swallow at Christmas, it is
sentimentality with regards to the image of Jesus in the
stable at Bethlehem, be it depicted in a manger scene in a
department store (a much rarer event now than in years
gone by!), in a church, or on a Christmas card. I’m not a
fan of sentimentality in art regardless of the context, but
when it comes to the scene of the Holy Family in the stable
at Bethlehem, it makes me rather uneasy. Not all
depictions of this famous image are sentimental, but many
seem to be.

Sentimentality and Salvation

(02) 8839 8400    Emergency: 0407 289 360    www.stpatscathedral.com.au 

25 December 2022 - Christmas Day 

 
OTHER CONNECT GROUPS 
Playgroup: Wednesdays 9:30am - 11:00am
Facebook: Parramatta St Pat’s Playgroup
 

Credo Youth Ministries 
Contact Fr Chris or find information on 
Facebook: credo.stpats 
Email: credo@stpatscathedral.com.au 

SUNDAY 
6:00pm Saturday Vigil Mass 
7:30am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Mass 
9:30am Mass 
11:00am Solemn Mass with Cathedral Choir
6:00pm Mass 
6:00pm Youth-led Mass (3rd Sunday) 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
6:10am Morning Prayer 
6:30am Mass 
11:15am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
11:15am Reconciliation (till 12:15pm) 
Rosary after Angelus at 12:00 noon 
12:30pm Mass 

SATURDAY 
7:30am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Mass 
8:30am Reconciliation (till 9:00am) 
9:30am Mass (Old Rite) 

5:00pm Sacrament of Penance (till 5:30pm) 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
Mass at 8:00am (No Adoration or Confession) 

Mass Schedule
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Bishop of Parramatta: Most Rev. Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv DD 



. 

HIRING of ROOMS 

 Material for Bulletin 

For too many
disadvantaged

people, 'home' is a
damp, mouldy

garage. A mattress
on the floor. Or a

piece of cardboard on
the street. 

Please help Catholic
Care provide safe,
secure shelter, and

end homelessness in
our community.

Bishop Vincent Long
 OFM Conv

Bishop of Parramatta

Bishop’s Christmas Appeal 
No one should be homeless or without support. Your
Christmas gift today will enable Catholic Care to give
homeless people practical and emotional support, and
a safe place to call home. Please stretch out your hand
to the poor and give generously via the Bishop’s
Christmas Appeal envelopes, at
yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal or scan the QR
code below. Thank you for stretching out your hand in
compassion for our homeless community. 

Scan the QR code to donate  by
credit card to the Bishop's Christmas

Appeal.

For hire of Cloister Function rooms, call the office
on 8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au 

 Office Hours:  9:00am - 4:00pm weekdays 

STAFF CONTACT DETAILS 
Dean and Administrator 
Very Rev Fr Robert Riedling 
8839 8420 or frrobert@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Priest 
Rev Fr Chris del Rosario 
8839 8423 or frchris@stpatscathedral.com.au

Deacon 
Rev Mr Matthew Dimian 
8839 8415 or deacon@stpatscathedral.com.au

Priest in Residence 
Rev Fr Van Xua (Joseph) Nguyen
Vietnamese Community Chaplain 

SACRAMENTS 
Baptisms are celebrated in the Cathedral on most 
Sundays. Check for exceptions. Family members
and guests are requested to be present at the
Cathedral at least fifteen minutes before the usual
commencement time of 12:45pm. 

Weddings are by appointment only.
At least six months’ notice is necessary. 
Contact the Parish Secretary on 8839 8412. 
First Eucharist and Confirmation 
Please contact the Parish Secretary.

Receptionist: Donna Missio (Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri) 
8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au

Parish Secretary: Pat Preca (Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri)
8839 8412 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Cathedral Parish Manager: Mili Lee (Tue - Fri) 
8839 8419 or admin@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Sacramental Coordinator: Parish Team 
8839 8400 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Director of Music: Bernard Kirkpatrick KSS 
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Liturgy Coordinator/Sacristan: Fr Chris del Rosario 
8839 8423 or frchris@stpatscathedral.com.au

Youth Coordinator: Parish Team 
8839 8400 or credo@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Gift Shop Manager: Minnie Harb
8839 8400 or giftshop@stpatscathedral.com.au 

If you have something that you would like published in
the bulletin, please ensure that it is conveyed to our
Parish Secretary, Pat, by 12:00noon on Thursday.
Please note that material must relate to the parish and
its mission. Don’t forget that businesses can advertise
on the rear page of the bulletin too!

THE BULLETIN
Cathedral over Christmas/New Year break
The limited Mass schedule over the Christmas/New Year holiday season is
published on page five of the bulletin and remains the same as it has done for
several years now with one Mass at 8:00am offered each weekday, including
Saturday. There will be no scheduled Reconciliation and no Adoration during
this period. As noted, this period will commence on Monday 26 December and
the final day of this schedule will be Saturday 14 January.

Please note that weekend Masses remain the same. 

The cathedral and the precinct will be closed at the conclusion of the Mass on
weekdays as a matter of security since there will be no staff and possibly no
clergy on site during this period. Sadly, churches are often the targets of
thieves and vandals in the period immediately following the frenetic activity of
Christmas.

Thank you for your understanding.  Fr Robert and Fr Chris



After a bit of a hiatus, thanks to
Covid, Andy & Carmen (two of our
very generous parishioners) are
lighting up their house again. If you
like to travel around looking at highly
decorated homes, this will not
disappoint. Please pay them a visit.
Proceeds go to support children's
cancer research.
Address:  45 Grassmere Ave,
Northmead.
Date: 01 - 31 December

Christmas Lights Spectacular

St Patrick's Giftshop
CLOSED 24.12.22 to 16.01.23

Parking on weekends
Thank you to all those who are being considerate and using the
parking facilities here correctly for weekend Masses. A gentle
reminder to NOT park in the turning circle as it is used not only by
those who need to quickly turn and exit the car park but also by
emergency vehicles. Please make use of the overflow car park,
parking within the marked spaces or on the grassed area on the left as
you enter the overflow parking area. Thank you!

Priestly Ordinations
Bishop Vincent will ordain three men to the priesthood here at St
Patrick's Cathedral on Thursday, 02 February at 7:30pm, including
our own Deacon Matthew Dimian.  
Deacon Matthew's Thanksgiving Mass will be held on the following
day, Friday 03 February at 7:00pm at St Mark's Coptic Catholic
Church, Prospect.
Mark your diary and please pray for them!

Catholic Outlook magazine
The Advent/Summer edition is now available from all parishes. You can
also view this on the diocesan website https://parracatholic.org

St Pat's Matters - Out NOW
Extra good news!
Issue 114, the final St Pat’s Matters for 2022, will
be available this weekend.
Consider it an extra, unexpected Christmas gift from the Parish. 
Take a copy and unwrap it to discover the wide range of stories that
unfold between its covers. 
By the way, it’s not too early to submit articles for the first 2023 issue!
(Post-Christmas celebrations, of course!)
Email to M. Polizzi balmap5@bigpond.com

Thank you
Thank you to all those who have very kindly offered Christmas
wishes, cards and gifts to the parish clergy and office staff over the
past week or two. Your generosity and thoughtfulness has been much
appreciated. As always, we extend our good wishes and blessings to
all parishioners and their families at this blessed time of year.

St Bernadette’s Lalor Park
Wednesday Evening Devotions 
St Bernadette’s Parish, Lalor Park, is hosting weekly devotions to Our
Lady of Lourdes and St Bernadette every Wednesday evening at
6:30pm with Adoration and Rosary and special prayers, followed by
Mass at 7:30pm. All are welcome. For more information, contact the
parish office on (02) 9672 4037
or admin@stbernadetteslalorpark.org.au 

Mass available for the Nigerian Catholic
Community 
The Nigerian Catholic community come together to celebrate Mass
every second and fourth Sunday of the month at 11:00am at Holy
Family Church, South Granville, 200 The Trongate, Granville. For more
information, please contact community chaplain Fr Chinonye Akamadu
on 0451 174 438 or chuk.akamadu@parracatholic.org or Stella Nwosu
on 0405 478 472. 



Prayer Intentions

Sick: Barbera Hector, Nicole & Rita Slatter,
Baldo Polizzi, Richard Gosling, Lester
Dunnetio, Renish & Rita Pasanah, Ishander
Singh, Poh Yeen Log, Maria Lipec, Mounira
Epenian, William Peropert, John Fajarao,
Diosdada Penollar, Flor Ocampo, Christie
Penollar, Merle Bailie, Teresita Zafiro,
Joshua Peric, Fatima, Lou & Sue Tantini,
Miriam Jayatilaka, Joshua Peric, Sharon
Webb, James McMasters, Praxedes Torres,
Pedro Romulo, Paul Peters, Terry O’Brien

Special Intentions: Naleen, Tian, Raveen, 
 Nives Care & family, Sebastiau Bugo, Paul
Elogious, Ermie Valones, Luise, Peter,
Priscilla & Patrick Newman, Paul Elogious,
James Royals, Philip Lysewcyt, Lucy
Perrottet, Sophia Royals, Anita Perrottet,
Jean Claude Perrottet, Anastasia Royals,
Anne-Marie Kutasi, Mary & Bill Perrottet,
Raveen, Firela Kamille Gonzales, Paul E,
Tian, Noel, Marilie, Marielle & Raphael

We also pray for...

BAPTISMS 

Oliana Cutugno
Sophia Cutugno
Marley Cutugno

Gabriella Poveda

Please pray for these children and their families. 

We welcome into our Catholic Christian family, the
Body of Christ, these children who have been baptised

recently... 

Pope Francis’
Prayer

Intention for
December 

F r o m  P o p e  F r a n c i s . . . "God became a Child and then let himself be nailed on a cross. In
that weakness, God's omnipotence is manifested. In forgiveness,
God's omnipotence is always at work. Thus, may our gifts this
Christmas be gratitude, conversion and peace." 

From a Tweet
dated

 23 December

Volunteer Not-for-Profit Organisations
We pray that volunteer non-profit organisations
committed to human development find people
dedicated to the common good and ceaselessly
seek out new paths to international cooperation.

We pray for our beloved dead…



"Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them..." 

 
Recently Deceased: Edmond Matta, Brett Gray, Guindina Garcia, Francis Catlin,
William Richardson, Rev Joachim Tan, Rocco Volona, Jamir A Divinagracia, Louisa P
Garcia, George Anokotta

Deceased: YT & Deanna Hsu, Bahige Ayache, Valentina, James Ermac, Lucy D'Mello,
Sally & Frank Martlew,  Sherwood family, Michel Tuyan, Danny Doulub, Percy & Philip
Deguara, Renato Dela Cruz, Cedric Cunningham, Sr Joan Keogh, Salim Khamo,Nazar
Nissan, Lewis Nissan, Marie Perera, Leo Lobo, George, Ante & Perina Bartulovic, Ana &
Jozefina Tomasevic, Ivan & Vlado Tomasevic

Anniversaries: Robert Dearie, Anton Basa, Marie Saldanha, Maximina Manlangit,
Umberto & Frank Papagno, Erlic de Noronha, Joe & Hannah Joseph, Honorato &
Wilhelmina Dela Cruz, Claudio Varudo, Jennifer Tellis, Deonisia Antonio, Agnes
Nethercott, Vincenzo Sorgiovanni, Vic Care & Anton Basa

Perpetuals: Robert Dearie, Norm Hector, Bokeyar family, David family, Japour family,
Paula Loto’aniu, Peter Van Tilburg, Margaret Angela Roberts, Sally & Frank Martlew,
Sherwood family, Pat & Jim Hartman, Royan & Andrews families, Don Andrews, Juliet
Noronha, Dr Joseph Malouf, Abel Moses, Jimmy, Anna & Frank Grainda, Frank
Agostino, Bernadette Melhen and Sally Boujandy, Jack & June Barrett, Ann O’Brien,
Watson Lee, Ian & Pat Sanders, Bill & Alice Kendall, Allan Kendall, Maria Patterson &
Ellen Bancan, Hooper family, Giuseppina & Giovanni Rechichi, Mary Coady, Mary &
Jack White, Vincent & Rebecca Vella, Walter Townsend, Ferris Grugeon, McInherny,
White, McWilliam & McGuckin families, Mary Abela, Robert Andrews, Sylvester family,
Rogan family, Adcock and McMillan families, Love family, Gabrielle Baker, Paula
Cowling, McDermott & Starr families, Repose of the Souls in Purgatory and all deceased
parishioners of St Patrick’s and St Monica’s



Weekday Mass
 26 December - 14 January

8:00am
Public holiday timetable to be observed

No adoration or confession
Weekend Masses as normal during this time.

Normal weekday Mass schedule resumes on Monday, 16 January. 

“Quote of the Week” 
"In the Christian story God ascends to
reascend. He comes down; down from the
heights of absolute being into time and space,
down into humanity...But He goes down to
come up again and bring the whole ruined
world up with Him."

 Saint of the Week 
29 December - St Thomas Becket

Thomas was born in London in 1118
and became a close friend of King
Henry II. He was only a deacon
when he was appointed Chancellor
of England. When he was ordained
as Archbishop of Canterbury, he
underwent an abrupt conversion of
life and began to defend the
Church's rights against the king. He
had to take refuge in a French
monastery for six years, and when
he returned to his diocese four
knights, inspired by careless words 
from the king, assassinated him in his cathedral on 29 December
1170. He was immediately acknowledged as a martyr and the
king later did penance and endowed his shrine. He is
remembered for his courage in defence of the rights of the
Church.
             

 (Information taken from Universalis)

Clive Staples (C.S.) Lewis
(1898-1963)
British writer and Christian apologist
Miracles

Did You Know...
...that the Holy Innocents which we celebrate later this week on 28
December, are regarded as martyrs because they died instead of
Christ, not because of Christ?

In the early days of the Church, the only people who were considered saints
were those who died for their faith, usually violently at the hands of the anti-
Christian Roman emperors. They died because of their willingness to hold
firm to their faith in Christ in the face of persecution. 

The infants who were slaughtered at Herod's command clearly were too
young to have any faith in Christ, and yet are regarded as martyrs. This is
because their lives were taken instead of that of Christ. In a sense, they
gave their lives for Christ, though without their knowledge. Interestingly, the
number who died is regarded by scholars as between six and twenty-five.





'A cold coming we had of it,
Just the worst time of year

For a journey, and such a long journey:
The ways deep and the weather sharp,

The very dead of winter.'
And the camels galled, sore-footed, refractory,

Lying down in the melting snow.
There were times we regretted

The summer palaces on slopes, the terraces,
And the silken girls bringing sherbet.

Then the camel men cursing and grumbling
And running away, and wanting their liquor and women,

And the night-fires going out, and the lack of shelters,
And the cities hostile and the towns unfriendly
And the villages dirty and charging high prices:

A hard time we had of it.
At the end we preferred to travel all night,

Sleeping in snatches,
With the voices singing in our ears, saying

That this was all folly.



Then at dawn we came down to a temperate valley,
Wet, below the snow line, smelling of vegetation,

With a running stream and a water-mill beating the darkness,
And three trees on the low sky.

And an old white horse galloped away in the meadow.
Then we came to a tavern with vine-leaves over the lintel,

Six hands at an open door dicing for pieces of silver,
And feet kicking the empty wine-skins.

But there was no information, and so we continued
And arrived at evening, not a moment too soon

Finding the place; it was (you may say) satisfactory.



All this was a long time ago, I remember,
And I would do it again, but set down

This set down
This: were we led all that way for

Birth or Death? There was a Birth, certainly,
We had evidence and no doubt. I had seen birth and death,

But had thought they were different; this Birth was
Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death.

We returned to our places, these Kingdoms,
But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation,

With an alien people clutching their gods.
I should be glad of another death.




Journey of the Magi
by T. S. Eliot (1927)



24 Hour Service to all suburbs 

• Home cleaning

• Strata cleaning

• Commercial cleaning 

• Grounds keeping 

Cleaning to suit your needs 

KCM Brothers’ Property Maintenance 

Australian Owned 

 6 Pitt Street Parramatta 2150 

Tel: 9687 1072 Fax: 9687 1074 

Email: wnbull@wnbull.com 

SPEEDY LOCK, BAG & 

SHOE REPAIRS PTY LTD 
KEYS CUT FROM $2.50 (Cheapest In Sydney) 

Professional Shoe & Bag Repairs 

Car key & Watch battery replacements Key 
cuts & Car key programming/cutting 

Computer Engraving 

 

Shop 12 Queensland Arcade, 

181 Church Street, Parramatta 

Email: speedykeysparramatta@gmail.com 

Simon 9891 2229 

Member, Australian Funeral Directors

 NEED a CLEANER? 

 

Servicing Parramatta & surrounding areas 

Call Mick on 0405 309 826 
www.kcmbrothers.com


