
 
ST PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL, PARRAMATTA 

 

WEEKLY PRAYER GROUPS 
Tuesday 9:30am - Christian Meditation
Tuesday 6:30pm - Legion of Mary 
Tuesday 7:30pm - RCIA 
Friday     1:00pm - Cenacle Prayers 

MONTHLY PRAYER GROUP
 

First Friday Devotions: 6:30pm 

Of course, just as Jesus spoke his last words, so he spoke also some first words. I
am not speaking here of his speech as a child, but rather the words recorded in
the Gospels. Only Luke gives us any record of Jesus’ words as a child. Interesting
and profound as those words are, I am more interested in focusing on Jesus’ first
words recorded in the scriptures as he “comes onto the scene” to begin his public
ministry following his baptism. These are the words we hear in this weekend’s
Gospel passage from Matthew, almost identical to those we find in Mark. 

          Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand. 

According to Matthew, these are Jesus’ first words as he begins his preaching in
Galilee - just ten words, but, because they come from the lips of Jesus, and are
uttered at the beginning of his public ministry, words well worth pondering.
If Jesus had uttered only the word “repent”, we would still have been wise to obey
him, of course, but the fact that Jesus gives us a reason to repent makes the task
meaningful. We are called to repent “for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.”

But what does Jesus mean? Is he referring to the kingdom of God that is to be
instituted at the end of time? Or is he referring to something less tangible and
definitive but no less powerful? I like to think that Jesus is referring to the latter,
that God’s kingdom is breaking into human history and calling us to a new way of
living. Effectively, Jesus is pointing to himself as the one who embodies that
kingdom In calling people like Peter, Andrew, James and John to follow him, he is
thus calling them to enter into God’s kingdom.

Jesus embodies the kingdom because there was no conflict between his manner
of being and what the kingdom of God stands for: love, justice, peace, unity, hope,
and so on. This oneness was surely what attracted the disciples Jesus called,
making them willing to risk everything just to follow him.

And this is how we are to approach our lives as Christians too. Living a “kingdom
life” is what we aspire to, having no conflict between the values embodied in Jesus
and those we live out as disciples. This is the most fulfilling way to live. Fear is
certainly a great motivator, but not for long. The greatest motivator is the
satisfaction that comes from putting our old “non-kingdom” ways behind us and
forging ahead with a life that reflects that of our Saviour. This is also the manner of
bring which gives us the greatest chance of reaching God’s kingdom understood
as heaven.

And, who knows? Living a “kingdom life” may even attract others, too!

Wishing you a blessed week ahead, 

Fr Robert

THERE HAS BEEN great interest over the centuries,
especially from composers, in the final words spoken by
Jesus from the Cross. Generally, these have been identified
as seven sayings, compiled from across the four Gospels, as
each Evangelist gives his own account of this event. For
example, in Matthew and Mark, Jesus cries out to God. In
Luke, he forgives his killers, reassures the penitent thief, and
commends his spirit to the Father. In John, he speaks to his
mother, says he thirsts, and declares the end of his earthly
life. Combining these different perspectives helps give us a
fuller picture of Jesus during his last moments of earthly life. 
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OTHER CONNECT GROUPS 
Playgroup: Wednesdays 9:30am - 11:00am
Facebook: Parramatta St Pat’s Playgroup
 

Credo Youth Ministries 
Contact Fr Chris or find information on 
Facebook: credo.stpats 
Email: credo@stpatscathedral.com.au 

SUNDAY 
6:00pm Saturday Vigil Mass 
7:30am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Mass 
9:30am Mass 
11:00am Solemn Mass with Cathedral Choir
6:00pm Mass 
6:00pm Youth-led Mass (Third Sunday) 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
6:10am Morning Prayer 
6:30am Mass 
11:15am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
11:15am Reconciliation (till 12:15pm) 
Rosary after Angelus at 12:00 noon 
12:30pm Mass 

SATURDAY 
7:30am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Mass 
8:30am Reconciliation (till 9:00am) 
9:30am Mass (Old Rite) 

5:00pm Sacrament of Penance (till 5:30pm) 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
Mass at 8:00am (No Adoration or Confession) 

Mass Schedule
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Bishop of Parramatta: Most Rev. Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv DD 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penitent_thief
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_John


Red Mass
Monday 06 February at 7:00pm

The Red Mass is celebrated annually at the Cathedral to mark the opening of the judicial
year. The purpose of the Mass is to invoke God’s blessings on those responsible for the
administration of justice as well as on all public officials.

Liturgically, the Red Mass is celebrated as the Solemn Mass of the Holy Spirit. Its name
derives from the traditional red colour of the vestments worn by clergy during the Mass,
representing the tongues of fire which in turn symbolise the presence of the Holy Spirit.

Invitation is open to all members of the legal profession, judges, lawyers, law school
professors, law students, and government officials.

Parishioners and members of the public who would like to join the legal fraternity in this
Mass are also welcomed.

Please RSVP your attendance to enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au
 or to Donna at the Cathedral office by Friday 03 February.

. 

Receptionist: Donna Missio (Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri) 
8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au

Parish Secretary: Pat Preca (Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri)
8839 8412 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Cathedral Parish Manager: Mili Lee (Tue - Fri) 
8839 8419 or admin@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Sacramental Coordinator: Parish Team 
8839 8400 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Director of Music: Bernard Kirkpatrick KSS 
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Liturgy Coordinator/Sacristan: Fr Chris del Rosario 
8839 8423 or frchris@stpatscathedral.com.au

Youth Coordinator: Parish Team 
8839 8400 or credo@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Gift Shop Manager: Minnie Harb
8839 8400 or giftshop@stpatscathedral.com.au 

HIRING of ROOMS 
For hire of Cloister Function rooms, call the office
on 8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au 

SACRAMENTS 
Baptisms are celebrated in the Cathedral on most 
Sundays. Check for exceptions. Family members
and guests are requested to be present at the
Cathedral at least fifteen minutes before the usual
commencement time of 12:45pm. 

Weddings are by appointment only.
At least six months’ notice is necessary. 
Contact the Parish Secretary on 8839 8412. 
First Eucharist and Confirmation 
Please contact the Parish Secretary.

 Office Hours:  9:00am - 4:00pm weekdays 

STAFF CONTACT DETAILS 
Dean and Administrator 
Very Rev Fr Robert Riedling 
8839 8420 or frrobert@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Priest 
Rev Fr Chris del Rosario 
8839 8423 or frchris@stpatscathedral.com.au

Deacon 
Rev Mr Matthew Dimian 
8839 8415 or deacon@stpatscathedral.com.au

Priest in Residence 
Rev Fr Van Xua (Joseph) Nguyen
Vietnamese Community Chaplain 

 Material for Bulletin 
If you have something that you would like published in
the bulletin, please ensure that it is conveyed to our
Parish Secretary, Pat, by 12:00noon on Thursday.
Please note that material must relate to the parish and its
mission. Don’t forget that businesses can advertise on
the rear page of the bulletin too!

THE BULLETIN
Thursday 02 February at 7:30pm

Bishop Vincent will ordain three men, including our own Deacon
Matthew Dimian, to the priesthood here at St Patrick's Cathedral
on Thursday.
 

Deacon Matthew's Thanksgiving Mass will be held on the following
day, Friday 03 February at 7:00pm, at St Mark's Coptic Catholic
Church, Prospect.

Sunday 12 February - After the 11:00 Solemn Mass

A Cathedral parish celebration for the soon to be Fr Matthew Dimian, will be held after the
11:00am Mass on Sunday 12 February. Please bring a plate of either a main dish or a
dessert to share. To RSVP for the Cathedral celebration please write your name on the list
available in the narthex (entrance to the Chapel).

Sr Nathalie Becquart XMCJ, the Vatican’s most influential
female, is coming to Australia for a whirlwind tour in February
2023. Sr Nathalie will be in Sydney on Friday 03 February,
presenting at a public forum at 4:00pm and a public lecture at
7:00pm, both held at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta.
Places are limited, so please register via
https://parracatholic.org/srnathalie/

For the diary...
Here are other upcoming Cathedral events that are worth noting in your diary:
07 February: Parents meeting for the Preparation for First Holy Communion 2023
07 February: Concert in the Cathedral at 8:00pm - Chamber Philharmonia from Cologne
22 February: Ash Wednesday
17 March: St Patrick's Day Business Breakfast
19 March: St Patrick's Day Parish Celebration

Sr Natalie Becquart Sydney Public Forum & Lecture

Parish Celebration for Fr Matthew Dimian

Ordination to the Priesthood

https://parracatholic.org/srnathalie/


Food Assistance
Food assistance is available in the Parramatta local area. If you, or
someone you know, is struggling to put food on the table, here are some
options which may be of assistance. 

St Vincent de Paul Support Centre at 72 Harris St, Harris Park (8861
9757) offers food parcels. They are open Monday - Friday from 10:00am
- 3:00pm. 

Karabi Community Services have a foodbank which operates on
Mondays from 12:00noon - 2:00pm. Bookings are required prior to visit
on 9631 6575 (9:00am - 4:00pm Monday to Friday). They are located at
41 Fyall Avenue, Wentworthville. 

Turbans for Australia are located at 14 Martha St, Clyde (0432 017
000) and run a food bank where they provide hampers every Sunday –
arrive at 10:00am. 

The Salvation Army has commenced a ‘Second Bite’ program, based
at 426 Church Street Parramatta (9635 6870), running Mon/Wed/Fri
10:00am – 12:00noon, across bakery items, frozen meat and veggies.
 

Parramatta Mission – located at 119 Macquarie St, Parramatta (9891
2277) offers breakfast and lunch on weekdays. Their hours are Monday
to Thursday 8:30am - 4:30pm and Friday 8:30am - 3:00pm.

News from the Hospitality Coordinator
Two Sundays ago, the Feast of the Epiphany, two parishioners, like the
Magi, came bearing gifts for the Cloister Café — Angelo, a regular
contributor, handed over a shopping bag of biscuits to me, while
another lady had left a plate of treats in front of the Cloister Café,
expecting it would be opening.
It’s great that parishioners are keen to see morning tea return, but they
will have to wait until Sunday 05 February when the café’s door will
reopen for service.
 

My thanks to the two gift-bearers for your generosity. 

Remembering Baptism 1 7:30pm Tues 07 February Parents

Remembering Baptism 2 7:30pm  Tues 21 February Parents

Remembering Baptism 3 4:30pm  Sat 04 March Parents & children

Ritual to Remember Baptism 4:30pm  Sat 18 March Parents & children

Parking on weekends
Thank you to all those who are being considerate and using the parking
facilities here correctly for weekend Masses. A gentle reminder to NOT park
in the turning circle as it is used not only by those who need to quickly turn
and exit the car park but also by emergency vehicles. Please make use of
the overflow car park, parking within the marked spaces or on the grassed
area on the left as you enter the overflow parking area. Thank you!

Thank you...
...to all those who took on board the recent notice about maintaining a
spirit of silence and reverence before and after Mass in the cathedral
and the chapel. Our places of worship ought to be oases of stillness
and contemplation in a world of noise and bustle. Thank you again!

Sacraments of Initiation:
Preparation for Eucharist 2023
Preparation sessions for Eucharist for children 7 years or older who
have completed Reconciliation will continue with Remembering
Baptism. See table of sessions below.
Please keep in mind that all sessions are mandatory.
For any other information regarding the Sacramental Process for
children already baptised, please email Pat on
secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au or phone 8839 8412.

Christian Meditation 2023
Christian Meditation resumed last Tuesday in the Cathedral meeting
room. The groups runs each Tuesday morning at at 9:30am.

If you have never been to meditation, why don't you give it a go? The
small group meets on Tuesdays in the office area. The staff are always
very welcoming and it is nice to spend one hour unplugged from the day-
to-day happenings. No need to book or register - just turn up.  
Look forward to seeing you there!

Blessing of Candles - 02 February
As is the tradition in the Church, there will be a blessing of candles at the
two Masses on Thursday, 02 February. Please bring along a candle to
be blessed and place it on the credence table or give it to the server. The
candles will be blessed during the Mass for you to take with you
afterwards for use at home. A great reminder that Christ is the Light of
the world! This day also marks the end of the Christmas cycle in the
Church.

Concert - Tuesday 07 February
You will have found an insert in the bulletin this weekend about a
concert being held here on Tuesday, 07 February @ 8:00pm. Just as
the cathedral regularly hosts a Christmas Concert each year by the
Brandenburg Concerto, so we have attracted interest from overseas for
the use of the cathedral for a classical concert, this time from a German
group, the Chamber Philharmonia from Cologne. Details on the flyer or
contact the parish office.

Australia Day
As is the usual practice on public holidays, there will be just the one
Mass on Australia Day (Thursday), at 8:00am. The cathedral will be
closed after the Mass, so no Reconciliations or Adoration on that day. 



Prayer Intentions

We also pray for...

BAPTISMS 

Please pray for this child and his family. 

We welcome into our Catholic Christian family, the
Body of Christ, this child who was recently baptised... 

Pope Francis’
Prayer

Intention for
January 

F r o m  P o p e  F r a n c i s . . . "Let us pray to God so that he might grant us a pastoral heart that
suffers and takes risks in bearing witness. It is not only a burden, but
also a duty, to bring the Word of God to those who have been
entrusted to us and to those whom we meet in our daily lives." 

From a Tweet
dated

 18 January

For Educators
We pray that educators may be credible
witnesses, teaching fraternity rather than
competition and helping the youngest and most
vulnerable above all.

Sick: Maria Davino, Rosa Rizak,Fatima,
Cristofer Doughtt,  Barbera Hector, Nicole &
Rita Slatter, Baldo Polizzi, Richard Gosling,
Lester Dunnetio, Renish & Rita Pasanah,
Ishander Singh, Poh Yeen Log, Maria Lipec,
Mounira Epenian, William Peropert, John
Fajarao, Diosdada Penollar, Flor Ocampo,
Christie Penollar, Merle Bailie, Teresita
Zafiro, Joshua Peric, Fatima, Lou & Sue
Tantini, Miriam Jayatilaka, Joshua Peric,
Sharon Webb, James McMasters, Praxedes
Torres, Pedro Romulo, Paul Peters, Terry
O’Brien

Special Intentions: William Perrottet, Seb
Wall, Naleen, Tian, Raveen, Dewi Stuguart,
Fr Peter Henry, Madeline Suttie, Fidelis
Lysewcyz, Seb Wall, William, Oliver,
Claudia & Juliette Perrottet,  Mr & Mrs B
Cabezas, Doolub & Duval families, Ani,
Freeda, Nikhil & Anna, Nives Care & family,
Sebastiau Bugo, Paul Elogious, Ermie
Valones, Luise, Peter, Priscilla & Patrick
Newman, Paul Elogious, James Royals,
Philip Lysewcyt, Lucy Perrottet, Sophia
Royals

We pray for our beloved dead…
 

"Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them..." 

 
Recently Deceased: Usha Narang, George Pell, Anna Nguyen, Pope Benedict XVI,
Edmond Matta, Brett Gray, Guindina Garcia, Francis Catlin, William Richardson, Rev
Joachim Tan, Rocco Volona, Jamir A Divinagracia, Louisa P Garcia, George Anokotta

Deceased: Juliette Perrottet, Vittoria & Joseph Teuma, Helen Efimeo, Peter Burton, YT
& Deanna Hsu, Ivor McBride, Ezelyn Rodrigues, Noel Buckenham,  Bahige Ayache,
Valentina, James Ermac, Lucy D'Mello, Sally & Frank Martlew, Sherwood family, Michel
Tuyan, Danny Doulub, Percy & Philip Deguara, Renato Dela Cruz, Cedric Cunningham

Anniversaries: Prem Narang, Judy Gallagher, Joseph D'Bela, Agapito Antonio,
Mariyakutty Thayyil, Armando & Jacinta Reyes, Honesto & Norma Buendia, Doolub &
Duval families, Robert Dearie, Anton Basa, Marie Saldanha, Maximina Manlangit,
Umberto & Frank Papagno, Erlic de Noronha, Joe & Hannah Joseph, Honorato &
Wilhelmina Dela Cruz, Claudio Varudo, Jennifer Tellis, Deonisia Antonio, Agnes
Nethercott, Vincenzo Sorgiovanni, Vic Care & Anton Basa

Perpetuals: Robert Dearie, Norm Hector, Bokeyar family, David family, Japour family,
Paula Loto’aniu, Peter Van Tilburg, Margaret Angela Roberts, Sally & Frank Martlew,
Sherwood family, Pat & Jim Hartman, Royan & Andrews families, Don Andrews, Juliet
Noronha, Dr Joseph Malouf, Abel Moses, Jimmy, Anna & Frank Grainda, Frank
Agostino, Bernadette Melhen & Sally Boujandy, Jack & June Barrett, Ann O’Brien,
Watson Lee, Ian & Pat Sanders, Bill & Alice Kendall, Allan Kendall, Maria Patterson &
Ellen Bancan, Hooper family, Giuseppina & Giovanni Rechichi, Mary Coady, Mary &
Jack White, Vincent & Rebecca Vella, Walter Townsend, Ferris Grugeon, McInherny,
White, McWilliam & McGuckin families, Mary Abela, Robert Andrews, Sylvester family,
Rogan family, Adcock & McMillan families, Love family, Gabrielle Baker, Paula
Cowling, McDermott & Starr families, Repose of the Souls in Purgatory and all deceased
parishioners of St Patrick’s and St Monica’s

 
Vincent Nguyen

 



Archbishop Anthony Fisher: "The Archdiocese of Sydney thrived under his leadership. He saw great
promise in youth, and his vision in bringing World Youth Day 2008 to Sydney saw a whole generation of
young Catholics respond to Christ's call. Our community as a whole was uplifted by this colossal event and
moved by the testimony it offered."

Bishop Vincent Long: "I join with Cardinal Pell's family, friends and all in the wider Church and society as
they mourn his loss. May Christ Jesus reward this remarkable priest and bishop who used his great gifts of
intelligence, administration, energy and fidelity for the good of so many. May he rest in peace and rise in
glory."

Requiem Mass for Cardinal George Pell: The Archbishop of Sydney, Anthony Fisher, will celebrate a
Pontifical Requiem Mass for Cardinal George Pell at St Mary’s Cathedral at 11:00am on Thursday, 02
February. The Requiem Mass will be followed by a private burial in the cathedral’s crypt. Cardinal Pell will lie
in state at St Mary’s Cathedral from 9:30am on Wednesday, 01 February. For those who are unable to
attend the Requiem Mass, two Masses will also be offered at St Mary’s Cathedral on Wednesday, 01
February, at 1:10pm and 8:00pm.

“Quote of the Week” 
"...the first task given to those who belong
to the church of God is not to be something
for themselves, for example, by creating a
religious organisation or leading a pious life,
but to be witnesses of Jesus Christ to the
world."

 Saint of the Week 
23 January - St Marianne Cope
Maria Anna Barbara Koob was born in
Heppenheim, in Grand Duchy of Hesse,
which is now part of Germany, on 23
January 1838. Her family emigrated the
following year to Utica, in New York State.
The family's surname was anglicized to
Cope.

In 1862 she entered the Sisters of Saint
Francis in Syracuse, New York, after having
postponed her entrance nine years in order
to work to support her family. She was
instrumental in the founding of several
schools and hospitals for immigrants. In
1883 she led a group of sisters to the  
Hawaiian Islands to care for the poor, especially those suffering from
leprosy. After the death of St Damien de Veuster she took over the home
he built for boys, after having herself built one for girls. She died on 09
August 1918 and canonised in 2012.

 (Information taken from Universalis)

Dietrich Bonhoeffer
(1906-1945)
Lutheran theologian and martyr
Ethics

Did You Know...
...that Capernaum, mentioned in today's Gospel, was a medium-sized city,
like Bethsaida, in the Galilee region?

Capernaum was a fishing centre, located on the northern shore of the Sea of
Galilee. Many of the villages that Jesus knew, on the northern and western shore,
were close together, often within sight of each other and within walking distance. 

Cardinal George Pell (1941-2023)
In light of the news of the unexpected death of Cardinal George Pell last
Wednesday, here are a few of the responses from significant Church
figures.

Pope Francis: Pope Francis recalled Pell’s “consistent and committed witness,
his dedication to the Gospel and to the Church, and particularly his diligent
cooperation with the Holy See in its recent economic reform, for which he laid
the foundations with determination and wisdom.” Pope Francis said he is
praying for "this faithful servant, who unwaveringly followed his Lord with
perseverance even in the hour of trial, may be received into the joy of heaven
and receive the reward of eternal peace."





24 Hour Service to all suburbs 

• Home cleaning

• Strata cleaning

• Commercial cleaning 

• Grounds keeping 

Cleaning to suit your needs 

KCM Brothers’ Property Maintenance 

Australian Owned 

 6 Pitt Street Parramatta 2150 

Tel: 9687 1072 Fax: 9687 1074 

Email: wnbull@wnbull.com 

SPEEDY LOCK, BAG & 

SHOE REPAIRS PTY LTD 
KEYS CUT FROM $2.50 (Cheapest In Sydney)

Professional Shoe & Bag Repairs 

Car key & Watch battery replacements. 
Keys cut & Car key programming/cutting 

Computer Engraving 

 

Shop 12 Queensland Arcade, 

181 Church Street, Parramatta 

Email: speedykeysparramatta@gmail.com 

Simon 9891 2229 

Member, Australian Funeral Directors

 NEED a CLEANER? 

 

Servicing Parramatta & surrounding areas 

Call Mick on 0405 309 826 
www.kcmbrothers.com


