
 
ST PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL, PARRAMATTA 

WEEKLY PRAYER GROUPS 
Tuesday 9:30am - Christian Meditation
Tuesday 6:30pm - Legion of Mary 
Tuesday 7:30pm - RCIA 
Friday     1:00pm - Cenacle Prayers 

MONTHLY PRAYER
 

First Friday Devotions: 6:30pm 

short, the human person is incredible. Yet the words of our Lord seem to
understate this reality for he describes the disciples as both salt and light: ‘You
are the salt of the earth… You are the light of the world.’ If you are thinking of
new ways to describe a few difficult friends of yours, maybe these? Jesting
aside, our Lord’s words, as on many occasions in the Gospel, highlight a
fundamental reality of discipleship; its foundation is the two greatest
commandments.

Throughout history salt has been pivotal to civilisation. Its distinct abilities to
both preserve and enhance food have made it an essential household item for
thousands of years. With this in mind it is no surprise that Jesus teaches his
disciples the importance of these qualities and the need to manifest them: ‘You
are the salt of the earth. But if salt becomes tasteless, what can make it salty
again? It is good for nothing, and can only be thrown out to be trampled
underfoot by men.’ Preservation and amplification; these are the necessary
characteristics of the disciple. Preservation in discipleship is understood
through the first beatitude presented in our Gospel last Sunday; ‘How happy
are the poor in spirit; theirs is the kingdom of heaven.’ In essence, the disciple
understands his absolute need for God; without God and his grace the disciple
will soon be overcome by the trappings of the world. As such the disciple
seeks to remain within the love of the Father in order to attain eternal life. From
this follows amplification. An encounter with our Lord leads to transformation
and a desire to share the Good News. Ultimately, the disciple is called to make
more disciples by preaching the Gospel in word and deed. Those who
encounter the Good News and desire to live it out are made new as the life of
Christ now enlightens their lives. The analogy of salt therefore speaks of the
need for every disciple to foster a loving devotion towards our Lord which
allows him to preach the Gospel with love through word and deed.

Dear friends, we all know the difficulty of true discipleship. With a growing
secular world coupled with the effects of Original Sin, it is becoming more
difficult to live according to our Lord’s precepts. The noise of the world can
seem so loud. Despite this, we are comforted in our knowledge that Christ has
already conquered the world, and in doing so has paved the way towards
salvation. Discipleship, imitation of the Master, therefore rests on the two
greatest commandments: love of God and love of neighbour. This Sunday,
may we ask for the grace to grow in love of the Lord in order to preach the
Gospel with love, joy, and conviction.

Wishing you a blessed week ahead, 

Fr Chris

IN THE MOST SIMPLISTIC SENSE the human person
can be described as both beautiful and complex. Beautiful
through the unique individuality and God-given dignity he
or she holds, and complex through the various attributes
that shape each individual. This reality is evident in
observing our respective social circles; each person,
family, friend or acquaintance, is a miracle in and of
themselves. Whilst possessing the gift of life they also
exhibit qualities both unique and comparable to others. In
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OTHER CONNECT GROUPS 
Playgroup: Wednesdays 9:30am - 11:00am
Facebook: Parramatta St Pat’s Playgroup
 

Credo Youth Ministries 
Contact Fr Chris or find information on 
Facebook: credo.stpats 
Email: credo@stpatscathedral.com.au 

SUNDAY 
6:00pm Saturday Vigil Mass 
7:30am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Mass 
9:30am Mass 
11:00am Solemn Mass with Cathedral Choir
6:00pm Mass 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
6:10am Morning Prayer 
6:30am Mass 
11:15am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
11:15am Reconciliation (till 12:15pm) 
Rosary after Angelus at 12:00 noon 
12:30pm Mass 

SATURDAY 
7:30am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Mass 
8:30am Reconciliation (till 9:00am) 
9:30am Mass (Old Rite) 

5:00pm Sacrament of Penance (till 5:30pm) 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
Mass at 8:00am (No Adoration or Confession) 

Mass Schedule
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Bishop of Parramatta: Most Rev. Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv DD 



Red Mass
Monday 06 February at 7:00pm

The Red Mass is celebrated annually at the Cathedral to mark the opening of the judicial
year. The purpose of the Mass is to invoke God’s blessings on those responsible for the
administration of justice as well as on all public officials.

Invitation is open to all members of the legal profession, judges, lawyers, law school
professors, law students, and government officials.

Parishioners and members of the public who would like to join the legal fraternity in this
Mass are also welcomed.

. 

Receptionist: Donna Missio (Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri) 
8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au

Parish Secretary: Pat Preca (Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri)
8839 8412 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Cathedral Parish Manager: Mili Lee (Tue - Fri) 
8839 8419 or admin@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Sacramental Coordinator: Parish Team 
8839 8400 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Director of Music: Bernard Kirkpatrick KSS 
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Liturgy Coordinator/Sacristan: Fr Chris del Rosario 
8839 8423 or frchris@stpatscathedral.com.au

Youth Coordinator: Parish Team 
8839 8400 or credo@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Gift Shop Manager: Minnie Harb
8839 8400 or giftshop@stpatscathedral.com.au 

HIRING of ROOMS 
For hire of Cloister Function rooms, call the office
on 8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au 

SACRAMENTS 
Baptisms are celebrated in the Cathedral on most 
Sundays. Check for exceptions. Family members
and guests are requested to be present at the
Cathedral at least fifteen minutes before the usual
commencement time of 12:45pm. 

Weddings are by appointment only.
At least six months’ notice is necessary. 
Contact the Parish Secretary on 8839 8412. 
First Eucharist and Confirmation 
Please contact the Parish Secretary.

 Office Hours:  9:00am - 4:00pm weekdays 

STAFF CONTACT DETAILS 
Dean and Administrator 
Very Rev Fr Robert Riedling 
8839 8420 or frrobert@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Priest 
Rev Fr Chris del Rosario 
8839 8423 or frchris@stpatscathedral.com.au

Deacon 
Rev Mr David Dowling 
8839 8415 or deacon@stpatscathedral.com.au

Priest in Residence 
Rev Fr Van Xua (Joseph) Nguyen
Vietnamese Community Chaplain 

 Material for Bulletin 
If you have something that you would like published in
the bulletin, please ensure that it is conveyed to our
Parish Secretary, Pat, by 12:00noon on Thursday.
Please note that material must relate to the parish and its
mission. Don’t forget that businesses can advertise on
the rear page of the bulletin too!

THE BULLETIN

Sunday 12 February - After the 11:00 Solemn Mass

A Cathedral parish celebration and farewell for Fr Matthew Dimian will be held after the
11:00am Mass next Sunday 12 February. Please bring a plate of either a main dish or a
dessert to share. To RSVP for the Cathedral celebration please write your name on the list
available in the narthex (entrance to the Chapel).

Sadly. following his ordination on Thursday, we received news that Fr Matthew is being
appointed to St Bernadette's, Castle Hill. We are fortunate to have Fr Matthew here for
the next week however, and so you will get the opportunity to be present at Masses which
he will celebrate. Fr Matthew begins his new appointment on Monday, 13 February.

We won't be without a deacon, however. I am please to announce that Deacon David
Dowling has been appointed to our parish, beginning ministry this weekend. You can read
a short bio on Deacon David a couple of pages on in this bulletin. 

For the diary...
Here are other upcoming Cathedral events that are worth noting in your diary:
07 February: Parents' meeting for preparation for First Holy Communion 2023
07 February: Concert in the Cathedral at 8:00pm - Chamber Philharmonia from Cologne
12 February:  Farewell & Parish Celebration for Fr Matthew Dimian, 12:00pm
22 February: Ash Wednesday - Masses at 6:30am, 12:30pm and 7:30pm
17 March: St Patrick's Day Business Breakfast
19 March: St Patrick's Day Parish Celebration

Parish Celebration & Farewell for Fr Matthew Dimian

Congratulations!
Congratulations to the three new priests for the Diocese of Parramatta, Frs Matthew
Dimian, Adam Carlow and Jack Elkazzi who were ordained to the presbyterate by
Bishop Vincent at a wonderful celebration here at St Patrick's Cathedral last Thursday
evening.  Fr Jack has been appointed to Our Lady Queen of Peace, Greystanes and 
Fr Adam to St Madeleine's, Kenthurst. News on Fr Matthew below. Please keep them
all in your prayers. 



Remembering Baptism 1 7:30pm Tues 07 February Parents

Remembering Baptism 2 7:30pm  Tues 21 February Parents

Remembering Baptism 3 4:30pm  Sat 04 March Parents & children

Ritual to Remember Baptism 4:30pm  Sat 18 March Parents & children

Food Assistance
Food assistance is available in the Parramatta local area. If you, or
someone you know, is struggling to put food on the table, here are some
options which may be of assistance. 

St Vincent de Paul Support Centre at 72 Harris St, Harris Park (8861
9757) offers food parcels. They are open Monday - Friday from 10:00am
- 3:00pm. 

Karabi Community Services have a foodbank which operates on
Mondays from 12:00noon - 2:00pm. Bookings are required prior to visit
on 9631 6575 (9:00am - 4:00pm Monday to Friday). They are located at
41 Fyall Avenue, Wentworthville. 

Turbans for Australia are located at 14 Martha St, Clyde (0432 017
000) and run a food bank where they provide hampers every Sunday –
arrive at 10:00am. 

The Salvation Army has commenced a ‘Second Bite’ program, based
at 426 Church Street Parramatta (9635 6870), running Mon/Wed/Fri
10:00am – 12:00noon, across bakery items, frozen meat and veggies.
 

Parramatta Mission – located at 119 Macquarie St, Parramatta (9891
2277) offers breakfast and lunch on weekdays. Their hours are Monday
to Thursday 8:30am - 4:30pm and Friday 8:30am - 3:00pm.

RCIA - Rite of Acceptance
We are very fortunate to have five enquirers who are seeking to be
initiated into the Catholic faith this Easter. They are: Justin, Suna,
Daniel, Jennifer and Emily. They will officially become catechumens at
the Vigil Mass this weekend and most of the rites for them will be at the
Vigil Masses throughout Lent. Please keep them in your prayers over
the coming couple of months as they move into a deeper and more
intense period of formation with our RCIA team.

Sacraments of Initiation:
Preparation for Eucharist 2023
Preparation sessions for Eucharist for children 7 years or older who
have completed Reconciliation will continue with Remembering
Baptism. See table of sessions below.
Please keep in mind that all sessions are mandatory.
For any other information regarding the Sacramental Process for
children already baptised, please email Pat on
secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au or phone 8839 8412.

Christian Meditation 2023
Christian Meditation resumed recently in the office meeting room. The
group runs each Tuesday morning at 9:30am.

If you have never been to meditation, why don't you give it a go? The
small group meets on Tuesdays in the office meeting room. The staff are
always very welcoming and it is nice to spend one hour unplugged from
the day-to-day happenings. No need to book or register - just turn up!

Look forward to seeing you there!

Concert - Tuesday 07 February
You will have found an insert in the bulletin last weekend about a
concert being held here on Tuesday, 07 February @ 8:00pm. Just as
the cathedral regularly hosts a Christmas Concert each year by the
Brandenburg Concerto, so we have attracted interest from overseas for
the use of the cathedral for a classical concert, this time from a German
group, the Chamber Philharmonia from Cologne. Details on the flyer or
contact the parish office. Still a chance for tickets!

Ash Wednesday
Ash Wednesday is not too far away, this year falling on 22 February.
As usual, there will be three parish Masses, at 6:30am, 12:30pm and
7:30pm, which will help us all mark in a suitable way the beginning of
the reflective and penitential season of Lent.

Hip, hip, hooray!
St Patrick's Giftshop is back for 2023.

Come and pay us a visit.
Lots of new stuff and

 the usual staples.

Cloister Café reopens this Sunday
After their well-deserved break in January, members of the Hospitality
Team are keen to welcome back and serve morning tea to parishioners
and visitors after 9:30am and 11:00am Masses.

It’s a chance for people to linger and chat over a cuppa and reconnect,
instead of heading off straight after Mass has ended.



Prayer Intentions

We also pray for...

BAPTISMS 

Please pray for these children and their families. 

We welcome into our Catholic Christian family, the
Body of Christ, these children who were recently

baptised... 

Pope Francis’
Prayer

Intention for
February 

F r o m  P o p e  F r a n c i s . . . "...this country, massively plundered, has not benefited adequately from its
immense resources. It is a tragedy that these lands, and more generally
the whole African continent, continue to endure various forms of
exploitation. The poison of greed has smeared its diamonds with its
blood." 

From a speech given at the
beginning of his visit to the

Democratic Republic of
Congo

For Parishes
We pray that parishes, placing communication at

the centre, may increasingly become
communities of faith, fraternity and welcome

towards those most in need.

Sick: Lilian Hassin, Maria Davino, Rosa
Rizak,Fatima, Cristofer Doughtt, Barbera
Hector, Nicole & Rita Slatter, Baldo Polizzi,
Richard Gosling, Lester Dunnetio, Renish &
Rita Pasanah, Ishander Singh, Poh Yeen Log,
Maria Lipec, Mounira Epenian, William
Peropert, John Fajarao, Diosdada Penollar,
Flor Ocampo, Christie Penollar, Merle Bailie,
Teresita Zafiro, Joshua Peric, Fatima, Lou &
Sue Tantini, Miriam Jayatilaka, Joshua Peric,
Sharon Webb, James McMasters, Praxedes
Torres, Pedro Romulo, Paul Peters, Terry
O’Brien

Special Intentions: Louise Wehbe, Fidelis
Lysewcyz, William Perrottet, Seb Wall,
Naleen, Tian, Raveen, Dewi Stuguart, Fr
Peter Henry, Madeline Suttie, Fidelis
Lysewcyz, Seb Wall, William, Oliver, Claudia
& Juliette Perrottet,  Mr & Mrs B Cabezas,
Doolub & Duval families, Ani, Freeda, Nikhil &
Anna, Nives Care & family, Sebastiau Bugo,
Paul Elogious, Ermie Valones, Luise, Peter,
Priscilla & Patrick Newman, Paul Elogious,
James Royals, Philip Lysewcyt, Lucy
Perrottet, Sophia Royals

We pray for our beloved dead…
 

"Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them..." 

 
Recently Deceased: Les Riedling, Joe Howard, Emmanuel Combis, Margaret
McCallum, Usha Narang, Cardinal George Pell, Anna Nguyen, Pope Emeritus Benedict
XVI

Deceased: David O'Connor, Franceska Sajn, Sr Stella, Zita Subasinghe, Gloria Wang,
Margaret McCallium, McCallum & Foran families, Giuseppini Rechichi, Juliette Perrottet,
Vittoria & Joseph Teuma, Helen Efimeo, Peter Burton, YT & Deanna Hsu, Ivor McBride,
Ezelyn Rodrigues, Noel Buckenham,  Bahige Ayache, Valentina, James Ermac, Lucy
D'Mello, Sally & Frank Martlew, Sherwood family, Michel Tuyan

Anniversaries: Johannes & Maria Lelyveld, Teresa Rodrigues, Gracie Rodricks,
Bernard Rodricks,Bernard Rodricks, Prem Narang, Judy Gallagher, Joseph D'Bela,
Agapito Antonio, Mariyakutty Thayyil, Armando & Jacinta Reyes, Honesto & Norma
Buendia, Doolub & Duval families, Robert Dearie, Anton Basa, Marie Saldanha,
Maximina Manlangit, Umberto & Frank Papagno, Erlic de Noronha, Joe & Hannah
Joseph, Honorato & Wilhelmina Dela Cruz, Claudio Varudo, Jennifer Tellis

Perpetuals: Robert Dearie, Norm Hector, Bokeyar family, David family, Japour family,
Paula Loto’aniu, Peter Van Tilburg, Margaret Angela Roberts, Sally & Frank Martlew,
Sherwood family, Pat & Jim Hartman, Royan & Andrews families, Don Andrews, Juliet
Noronha, Dr Joseph Malouf, Abel Moses, Jimmy, Anna & Frank Grainda, Frank
Agostino, Bernadette Melhen & Sally Boujandy, Jack & June Barrett, Ann O’Brien,
Watson Lee, Ian & Pat Sanders, Bill & Alice Kendall, Allan Kendall, Maria Patterson &
Ellen Bancan, Hooper family, Giuseppina & Giovanni Rechichi, Mary Coady, Mary &
Jack White, Vincent & Rebecca Vella, Walter Townsend, Ferris Grugeon, McInherny,
White, McWilliam & McGuckin families, Mary Abela, Robert Andrews, Sylvester family,
Rogan family, Adcock & McMillan families, Love family, Gabrielle Baker, Paula
Cowling, McDermott & Starr families, Repose of the Souls in Purgatory and all deceased
parishioners of St Patrick’s and St Monica’s.

 
Ethan Jeremy Tolentino
Elliana Amari Pangan

Maisie Emmanuelle Nazar
 



“Quote of the Week” 
"The philosopher Eliade states that the cycle of
life, death, and rebirth, or resurrection, is the
deepest myth of reality. Creation lives this
reality from cosmic evolution to the autumn
leaves decomposing into life-giving soil. We
might well meditate on the backyard compost
heap as weeds and vegetable scraps break
down for the enrichment of next year's crop.
This paradox of nature lives itself out in the
Christian tradition."

 Saint of the Week 
08 February - St Jerome Emiliani

Jerome was born near Venice in
1486. He started his career as a
soldier but after he was taken
prisoner and then miraculously
liberated, he devoted himself to
helping the poor, distributing his
own possessions among them
also. Two priests joined him in
this task and in 1532 he founded
a religious order, the Clerks
Regular of Somaschi, for the relief
of poor and orphaned children. He
died at Somaschi (near Bergamo)
in 1537.

 (Information taken from Universalis)

Vilma Seelaus OCD
(1925-2012)
Carmelite nun and scholar
Kenosis in the Carmelite Tradition

Welcome, Deacon David Dowling!
 

David is married to Deirdre (Dee) and they have two children and two
grandchildren. He earns his living as a Business Consultant and he and
Dee are also partners in a Ray White franchise in Castle Hill, which they
actively manage.

Originally from Dublin in Ireland, they came to Australia almost 30 years
ago and have always lived in the Hills area.

David has been involved in lay ministry for twenty years, first with a
Homeless Men’s shelter with SVDP and then a succession of parish-
based ministries from RCIA to Youth, to Young Adult, and eventually into
Alpha and Parish Renewal.

Dee, David’s wife, showed him a pamphlet about the Permanent
Diaconate about seven years ago and this sparked his interest. He and
Dee engaged in a year of formal discernment and then moved into
formation and studies five years ago. 

As part of the formation process, David was posted from his original
Parish (St Michael's, Baulkham Hills) to St John XXIII, Stanhope Gardens,
where he has enjoyed serving for the last two years.

While formation and study has had real challenges at times, David has
thoroughly valued the whole process and was delighted to be ordained on
10 December last year. 

David has been posted to St Patrick's Cathedral parish as of 01 February
and is looking forward to getting to know the parishioners and discerning
where God wishes him to serve in his new parish. 





24 Hour Service to all suburbs 

• Home cleaning

• Strata cleaning

• Commercial cleaning 

• Grounds keeping 

Cleaning to suit your needs 

KCM Brothers’ Property Maintenance 

Australian Owned 

 6 Pitt Street Parramatta 2150 

Tel: 9687 1072 Fax: 9687 1074 

Email: wnbull@wnbull.com 

SPEEDY LOCK, BAG & 

SHOE REPAIRS PTY LTD 
KEYS CUT FROM $2.50 (Cheapest In Sydney)

Professional Shoe & Bag Repairs 

Car key & Watch battery replacements. 
Keys cut & Car key programming/cutting 

Computer Engraving 

 

Shop 12 Queensland Arcade, 

181 Church Street, Parramatta 

Email: speedykeysparramatta@gmail.com 

Simon 9891 2229 

Member, Australian Funeral Directors

 NEED a CLEANER? 

 

Servicing Parramatta & surrounding areas 

Call Mick on 0405 309 826 
www.kcmbrothers.com


