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St Luke, in the Gospel for today’s solemnity, details that the disciples looked on with joy as
Christ departed from them and was carried up to heaven. They were so amazed at what they
saw that they sang God’s praises as they returned to Jerusalem.  
 

Joy is at the heart of today’s celebration. Yet, in times past, I couldn’t help but feel a sense of
sorrow when meditating on the Ascension of Christ. When praying the rosary I tried to place
myself in the events of each mystery. When the Ascension came around, rather than watch in
awe as Christ departs for heaven, I found myself calling out to Jesus, begging him to stay and
guide straying humanity. My cries, of course, fell on deaf ears as Christ continues upwards
towards heaven and I soon came to the end of the decade. Before continuing with my rosary,
I asked myself the question, ‘Why did Christ ascend to Heaven? Was it necessary for him to
depart?’ It is these questions that I’d like to focus on in the remainder of this week’s reflection.
I’m sure some of you have had similar sentiments. 
 

As mentioned above, sadness filled my mind when reflecting on this mystery… I must admit I
was wrong in allowing such emotions. Sadness detracts from the joy of the mystery; it limits
one’s understanding. Like the disciples, joy should fill the minds of all who meditate on this
event. Christ ascends to heaven not simply to depart from the disciples and, by extension, the
rest of humanity; he ascends in order to be fully immersed in our lives. Over the past few
weeks we have read from the sixteenth chapter of John’s Gospel. Here Jesus describes the
infusion of the Holy Spirit in all his disciples following his departure: ‘When the Spirit of truth
comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own authority, but
whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will
glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you.’ Put simply, the same Spirit that
dwells in Christ is to dwell within all his disciples for generations to come - those with the Holy
Spirit will be able to declare openly the truth of Jesus Christ and his plan for salvation. Christ
does not abandon his disciples by ascending to heaven, rather his ascension ushers the
coming and indwelling of the Holy Spirit in all his followers which gives rise to the birth of the
Church. In short, Christ is made present throughout the world. Good news? Absolutely! With
this in mind it is no surprise that the disciples went away with joy preaching the Gospel. For it
is in Christ that we have a means to eternal life. 
 

Dear friends, in celebrating the Ascension of the Lord we recognise the coming of the Holy
Spirit. The same Spirit that overshadowed Christ in his Baptism and throughout his ministry
now makes its home within each one of us. This is cause for great joy as it is this Spirit that
draws us into the life of Christ and towards our heavenly home. May we give thanks to Our
Lord for his Paschal Mystery and seek to live out that joy in our lives. Praise God for his
Ascension to heaven!  

Wishing you a blessed week ahead, Fr Chris

WEEKLY PRAYER GROUPS 
Tuesday 9:30am - Christian Meditation
Tuesday 6:30pm - Legion of Mary 
Tuesday 7:30pm - RCIA 
Friday     1:00pm - Cenacle Prayers 

MONTHLY PRAYER
 

First Friday Devotions: 6:30pm 

GROWING UP I ALWAYS struggled to understand the Ascension.
Eastertide is a season of joy and thanksgiving as we celebrate the
Resurrection of Christ. The Ascension, today’s Solemnity, marks the
end of Christ’s earthly life. As St Luke in our first reading writes: ‘And
when he had said these things, while they looked on, he was raised
up: and a cloud received him out of their sight. And while they were
beholding him going up to heaven, behold two men stood by them in
white garments.’

Sorrow will turn into Joy 

(02) 8839 8400    Emergency: 0407 289 360    www.stpatscathedral.com.au 

21 May 2023 - The Ascension of the Lord (Year A) 

 

OTHER CONNECT GROUPS 
Playgroup: Wednesdays 10:00am - 12:00pm
Facebook: Parramatta St Pat’s Playgroup
 

Credo Youth Ministries 
Contact Fr Chris or find information on 
Facebook: credo.stpats 
Email: credo@stpatscathedral.com.au 

SUNDAY 
6:00pm Saturday Vigil Mass 
7:30am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Mass 
9:30am Mass 
11:00am Solemn Mass with Cathedral Choir
6:00pm Mass 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
6:10am Morning Prayer 
6:30am Mass 
11:15am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
11:15am Reconciliation (till 12:15pm) 
Rosary after Angelus at 12:00 noon 
12:30pm Mass 

SATURDAY 
7:30am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Mass 
8:30am Reconciliation (till 9:00am) 
9:30am Mass (Old Rite) 

5:00pm Sacrament of Penance (till 5:30pm) 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
Mass at 8:00am (No Adoration or Confession) 

Mass Schedule

Scan and 
connect with us

Support us!
 

Scan to donate

Bishop of Parramatta: Most Rev. Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv DD 



LITURGY GUIDE

T H E  A S C E N S I O N  O F  T H E  L O R D  -  2 1  M A Y  2 0 2 3

ENTRANCE RITE      
Entrance Procession                 Rejoice,  the Lord is  King
                                                         

PENITENTIAL ACT 

Introit
Men of Galilee, why gaze in wonder at the heavens?

This Jesus whom you saw ascending into heaven
will return as you saw him go, alleluia 

V. All nations clap your hands, shout unto God with a voice of joy. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

                                                         Vir i  Gal i lei                                                      

Ascension  - Year A

When they saw him they fell down before
him, though some hesitated.
Go and teach all people my gospel. I am
with you always, until the end of the world.
God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a
blare of trumpets for the Lord.
May he enlighten the eyes of your mind so
that you can see what hope his call holds
for you.
Jesus who has been taken up from you
into heaven, will come back in the same
way as you have seen him go there.

Key words and phrases

to the point
Even in the presence of the risen Christ the
disciples stand on the mountain of ascension
and still doubt. Doing the work Jesus
commands - make disciples, baptise, teach -
doesn't require perfect faith. His work - now
truly our own - can only be accomplished
because he has given us his power and
remains with us.

Focusing the Gospel

Connecting the Gospel...
to Pentecost
The power of which Jesus speaks comes to us
in personal form: the Holy Spirit.

to Catholic culture
Our veneration of the disciples, apostles, and
saints tends to set them apart and reinforces
that we are not like them. The gospel shows
them in a more accessible light, doing as we
do - worshiping Jesus and doubting.



Gloria                                                Mass  Shalom                      Smith/Mason

INTRODUCTORY RITES

T H E  A S C E N S I O N  O F  T H E  L O R D  -  2 1  M A Y  2 0 2 3

Collect
Let us pray.

Gladden us with holy joys, almighty God,
and make us rejoice with devout thanksgiving,
for the Ascension of Christ your Son is our exaltation,
and, where the Head has gone before in glory,
the Body is called to follow in hope.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Sung by the cathedral choir.  All SIT

Gloria  11:00am               Missa Brevis             W.  Mathias  Kyr ie                                  Missa 'Pater  cuncta'               Chant Mass XI I

                     Kyrie eleison.      Christe eleison.       Kyrie eleison.
                 Lord have mercy.  Christ have mercy.  Lord have mercy .

  Kyr ie  11:00am                        Missa Brevis                          W.  Mathias



Responsorial  Psalm (65:1-7,  16,  20)   

Why are you standing here looking into the sky? Jesus has been taken into heaven.

In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with everything Jesus had done and
taught from the beginning until the day he gave his instructions to the
apostles he had chosen through the Holy Spirit, and was taken up to heaven.
He had shown himself alive to them after his Passion by many
demonstrations: for forty days he had continued to appear to them and tell
them about the kingdom of God. When he had been at table with them, he
had told them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for what the Father
had promised. 'It is' he had said 'what you have heard me speak about:  
 John baptised with water but you, not many days from now, will be baptised
with the Holy Spirit.'
Now having met together, they asked him, 'Lord, has the time come?        
 Are you going to restore the kingdom to Israel?' He replied, 'It is not for you
to know times or dates that the Father has decided by his own authority, but
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and then you will
be my witnesses not only in Jerusalem but throughout Judaea and Samaria,
and indeed to the ends of the earth.'
As he said this he was lifted up while they looked on, and a cloud took him
from their sight. They were still staring into the sky when suddenly two men 
 in white were standing near them and they said, 'Why are you men from
Galilee standing here looking into the sky? Jesus who has been taken up
from you into heaven, this same Jesus will come back in the same way as
you have seen him go there.'

The word of the Lord.   R. Thanks be to God.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

T H E  A S C E N S I O N  O F  T H E  L O R D  -  2 1  M A Y  2 0 2 3

First  Reading 
A reading from the Acts  of  the Apostles                                    (1:1-11)

Second Reading

He made Jesus to sit at his right hand in heaven

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you a spirit of
wisdom and perception of what is revealed, to bring you to full knowledge of
him. May he enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you can see what hope
his call holds for you, what rich glories he has promised the saints will inherit
and how infinitely great is the power that he has exercised for us believers.
This you can tell from the strength of his power at work in Christ, when he
used it to raise him from the dead and to make him sit at his right hand, in
heaven, far above every Sovereignty, Authority, Power, or Domination, or any
other name that can be named, not only in this age, but also in the age to
come. He has put all things under his feet, and made him as the ruler of
everything, the head of the Church; which is his body, the fullness of him who
fills the whole creation

The word of the Lord.  R. Thanks be to God.

A reading from the letter  of  St  Paul  to the Ephesians        (1:17-23)

Cantor: 
Go and teach all people my gospel;
I am with you always, until the end of the world. . R.
  R.  

Gospel  Acclamation                              
The cantor, alone, intones the Alleluia. All repeat

Gospel  

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.

The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the mountain where
Jesus had arranged to meet them. When they saw him they fell
down before him, though some hesitated. Jesus came up and
spoke to them. He said, 'All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Go, therefore, make disciples of all the nations;
baptise them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe all the commands I gave
you. And know that I am with you always; yes, to the end of time.'

The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

A reading from the holy Gospel  according to Matthew (28:18-20)

Homily

Profession of  Faith  
I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
At the words that follow, up to and including 'the Virgin Mary', all bow.
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.



Offertory Motet         Laudibus in  Sanctis  tuis         W.  Byrd

 Celebrate the Lord most high in holy praises:
Let the firmament echo the glorious deeds of God.
Sing ye the glorious deeds of God, and with holy voice
Sound forth oft the power of his mighty hand.:
Let the warlike trumpet sing the great name of the Lord:
Celebrate the Lord with Pierian lyre.
Let resounding timbrels ring to the praise of the most-high God,
Lofty organs peal to the praise of the holy God.:

Him let melodious psalteries sing with fine string,
Him let joyful dance praise with nimble foot.
Let hollow cymbals pour forth divine praises,
Cymbals filled with the sweet-sounding praise of God.
Let everything in the world that feeds upon the air of heaven
Sing Alleluia to God for evermore.

All power has been given to me in heaven and on earth, alleluia; 
go therefore and teach all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, alleluia, alleluia

11:00am -  Communion Antiphon          Data est  mihi

The Lord’s  Prayer  
COMMUNION RITE 

Agnus Dei                      Missa Simplex Vi           Chant ad l ib.  I I

11:00am -  Agnus Dei                Missa Brevis              W.  Mathias

T H E  A S C E N S I O N  O F  T H E  L O R D  -  2 1  M A Y  2 0 2 3

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Sanctus (Holy,  Holy)        Mass Shalom            Smith/Mason

Mystery of  Faith             Congress  Mass                         A.  Rees

Amen                               Congress  Mass                     A.  Rees

Universal  Prayer  

PREPARATION OF THE OFFERINGS

To donate via credit card, please use the
QR code shown here.

At this time, gifts of offering are brought to the altar
and collection plates are passed along the pews.

COMMUNION HYMN                                     Glorious in  majesty



 

T H E  A S C E N S I O N  O F  T H E  L O R D  -  2 1  M A Y  2 0 2 3

LITURGY GUIDE

11:00am -  Communion Hymn: Lord,  enthroned in heavenly splendour        

Thanksgiving Motet      Coelos  ascendit  hodie           C .  Stanford

Today into the heavens has ascended
Jesus Christ, the King of Glory, Alleluia!

He sits at the Father's right hand,
and rules heaven and earth, Alleluia!

Now have been fulfilled all of
Father David's songs,

Now God is with God, Alleluia!
He sits upon the royal throne of God,
in this his greatest triumph, Alleluia!

Let us bless the Lord:

Almighty ever-living God,
who allow those on earth to celebrate divine mysteries,
grant, we pray,
that Christian hope may draw us onward
to where our nature is united with you.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Prayer  after  Communion

8:00AM MASS PROPERS
Entrance Antiphon 

Men of Galilee, why gaze in wonder at the heavens?
This Jesus whom you saw ascending into heaven
will return as you saw him go, alleluia.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Go and teach all people my gospel.
I am with you always, until the end of the world.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel  Acclamation

Communion Antiphon
Behold, I am with you always,
even to the end of the age, alleluia.

R.  God mounts his throne to shouts of joy:
      a blare of trumpets for the Lord.

 Responsorial  Psalm                    46:2-3,  6-9

All peoples, clap your hands,
cry to God with shouts of joy!
For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear,
great king over all the earth. R.

God goes up with shouts of joy;
the Lord goes up with trumpet blast.
Sing praise for God, sing praise,
sing praise to our king, sing praise. R.

God is king of all the earth.
Sing praise with all your skill.
God is king over the nations;
God reigns on his holy throne. R.

All hymns used with permission  One License—License number: A-727479 



. 

Receptionist: Donna Missio (Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri) 
8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au

Parish Secretary: Pat Preca (Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri)
8839 8412 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Cathedral Parish Manager: Mili Lee (Tue - Fri) 
8839 8419 or admin@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Sacramental Coordinator: Parish Team 
8839 8400 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Director of Music: Bernard Kirkpatrick KSS 
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Liturgy Coordinator/Sacristan: Fr Chris del Rosario 
8839 8423 or frchris@stpatscathedral.com.au

Youth Coordinator: Parish Team 
8839 8400 or credo@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Gift Shop Manager: Minnie Harb
8839 8400 or giftshop@stpatscathedral.com.au 

HIRING of ROOMS 
For hire of Cloister Function rooms, call the office
on 8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au 

SACRAMENTS 
Baptisms are celebrated in the Cathedral on most 
Sundays. Check for exceptions. Family members
and guests are requested to be present at the
Cathedral at least fifteen minutes before the usual
commencement time of 12:45pm. 

Weddings are by appointment only.
At least six months’ notice is necessary. 
Contact the Parish Secretary on 8839 8412. 
First Eucharist and Confirmation 
Please contact the Parish Secretary.

 Office Hours:  9:00am - 4:00pm weekdays 

STAFF CONTACT DETAILS 
Dean and Administrator 
Very Rev Fr Robert Riedling 
8839 8420 or frrobert@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Priest 
Rev Fr Chris del Rosario 
8839 8423 or frchris@stpatscathedral.com.au

Deacon 
Rev Mr David Dowling 
8839 8415 or deacon@stpatscathedral.com.au

Priest in Residence 
Rev Fr Van Xua (Joseph) Nguyen
Vietnamese Community Chaplain 

 Material for Bulletin 
If you have something that you would like published in
the bulletin, please ensure that it is conveyed to our
Parish Secretary, Pat, by 12:00noon on Thursday.
Please note that material must relate to the parish and its
mission. Don’t forget that businesses can advertise on
the rear page of the bulletin too!

THE BULLETIN

JUNE IS STEWARDSHIP MONTH! 

This year, the month of June is being designated
as the Cathedral Parish's Stewardship month.
While the word stewardship is normally tied to
financial donations, this is a very narrow definition
of a much larger teaching of the Catholic faith.
Stewardship is rooted in scripture and it is simply
about recognizing that everything we have and
everything we are is a gift from God and being
grateful and generous with those gifts.

In today’s Gospel Jesus gives us our walking
orders as Christians, “Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations.” Jesus commissions his
disciples… and us, to continue his ministry. 
Good stewards follow this command by using and sharing their time, talent and
treasures to glorify God and build His Kingdom. Good stewards can be confident in
their call, and ability to evangelize, because Jesus reminds us that he will always be
with us!

As we continue to pray for the parish's stewardship month, may our Lord's word in
todays reading that he will be with us always to the end of time, gives us the
confidence to go forth and make new disciple.

Personal Reflection point: 
In your life, what may be (or actually is) the major obstacle to practicing stewardship in
the context of Christian discipleship?

Stewardship and the Great Commission
 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations.” 

CELEBRATING  220 YEARS
since the first Mass was said in Parramatta
On Monday  22nd May (tomorrow), it would be 220 years
since the First Mass was said in Parramatta by Fr James
Dixon who was a prisoner priest in the early Colony of New
South Wales. The Mass is recorded to have been said on
May 22, 1803 in a loft over the gaol in Gaol Green, which in
present day is Prince Alfred Park (across the road from
Cathedral).

When Fr. Dixon arrived in 1800, Catholicism was illegal in
the penal colony. In order to placate the growing number of
new Irish Catholic convicts, Governor King, the Governor at
the time, agreed to allow Mass to be celebrated in the
colony. The first Catholic Mass in Australia took place in
Sydney on May 15, 1803. Mass was rotated between
Parramatta, Sydney and the Hawkesbury.

To prepare for the first Mass the colony of convicted felons, rebels, and soldiers had to
do with what they had. They made vestments out of old curtains and forged a chalice
made of tin. With these simple makeshift materials, the first public Mass on Australian
soil was celebrated. A humble beginning for the church in Parramatta and Australia.

'How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news..' (Is 52:7)

Fr James Dixon



PENTECOST 
Retreat Day - Register NOW

You are all invited to share and join with us in a
day of REFLECTION, RENEWAL and
CELEBRATION. It is a reminder about the
importance of sharing our faith with others.        

Date: Saturday 27 May 10:00am - 3:00pm
Place: Cathedral Hall

SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION: 
Preparation for First Eucharist - 2023
Preparation sessions for Eucharist for children 7 years or older who
have completed Reconciliation will be continuing in Term 2 2023.

The calendar of remaining sessions of preparation is as follows:
Eucharist 3: Saturday 27 May @ 4:30pm - Parent & Child Session
Practice for First Eucharist: Saturday 3 June 2023 @ 4:00pm
(followed by the 6:00pm Vigil Mass with Presentation of Lord’s Prayer
and Mass Book).
Please keep in mind that all sessions are mandatory.
For any other information regarding the Sacramental Process for
children already baptised, please contact St Patrick’s Cathedral team
at secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au

Annual Leave
Please note that Fr Robert is currently on annual leave and will return
on Saturday 27 May.

Why you love being a St Pat’s Parishioner.
Sharing your involvement in Ministry.
How Faith in God shapes daily life for you and your family.
Articles and archival photos relating to the longstanding history
of our remarkable parish — its priests, people and events. 
Seniors’ Morning Tea - your take on the talk.
Questions for Fr Robert’s column, Knowledge of Our Rituals
Matters and
Mothers’ Matter: share memories of your mother’s influence in
your lives. 

Submissions for St Pat's Matters
Regrettably, Issue 116 for a variety of reasons has been delayed. 
All going well it might go to print in June or July. Some articles are
already on file.

The stories in your faith journey matter. Please share them!
Topics to consider:

Email submissions to M Polizzi: balmap5@bigpond.com or leave at
the parish office marked for St Pat’s Matters.

First Eucharist - Sunday 11 June 
To encourage participation of all members of our parish family in liturgy
in the parish, Family Mass is celebrated on Sundays at the 9:30am
Mass. At this Mass, on 11 June, a number of children of the parish will
receive the Sacrament of the Eucharist for the very first time. It is
hoped that this will be a great way of encouraging young members of
our parish to actively participate in parish liturgies and other activities.
_______________

Refreshments will be available. Please note any dietary
requirements by email.
RSVP by Wednesday 24 May to:
secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au or 8839 8400.        

11am - Solemn Mass
Bishop Vincent will be celebrating the 11:00am Solemn Mass on
Pentecost Sunday (28 May) to mark the convocation of theDiocesan 
Synod. This will mean that the Mass will last a littlelonger than usual 
but also that there will be a considerable numberof people  from 
around the Diocese at that Mass. All are welcometo come to attend 
this Mass as usual, of course, but please beaware of the changes 
outlined.
_____________

Parramatta Catholic Foundation
Good Samaritan Appeal
The next Diocesan appeal will take place this weekend. The focus
of this appeal is raising awareness and funds for our Aboriginal
Catholic Care drop-in centre at Emerton, supporting First Nations
people, and anyone in need. 

Donations of $2 or more to Parramatta Catholic Foundation are tax
deductible. Use the envelope provided for this purpose.

Your generosity towards this apeal is always appreciated.

Cloister Café open today
Regulars and recent arrivals, come for a
cuppa and seize the chance to meet and chat
with someone new.
Many thanks to Marian Polizzi and her team of
wonderful volunteers who prepare and serve
morning tea each Sunday in the cloister cafe.



Prayer Intentions

Sick: Leonard Close, David Mannall, Barbara
Younis, Cyril, Angela & Ostelio, Lilly Risk,
Jerome Nyambane, Jeffrey Mousley, George
Abela, Patrick Marion, Flavia, Baldo Polizzi,
Michelle & Ryan, James Murphy, Louie
Wehbe, John Lowe, Marcel Melick, Peter
Newman, Edward C, Vincent Rowan, Daniel &
Alicia Altmann, Gerard Noonan, Ian Marshall,
Lilian Hassin, Maria Davino, Rosa Rizak,
Fatima, Cristofer Doughty, Barbera Hector, 
 Sharon Webb, Paul Peters, Terry O’Brien

Special Intentions:  John Patacsil, Michael
Perez, Peter Newman, Emerlino Sarreal,
Melaia Lakai, Leonardo Close, Mary Rose
Tito, Michael Perez, Madeleine Suttie,
Francesca Ryan, Helen Perrottet, Elizabeth
Nubla, Luise, Naleen, Tian, Raveen, Raveen,
All mothers living & deceased, Antonio
Gatmaitan, Victoria Antonio, Ankica, Nikola,
Mara, Bozo & Stephen Senjak, Chmielewski
Ruzica, John Anare, Rafael Senjak, Melina &
Joe, Santos family, James Attard, Sayed
Epenian, Sayed Khalil

We also pray for...

BAPTISMS 

Please pray for them and their families.

We welcome into our Catholic Christian family the
following children who were recently baptised here... 

POPE FRANCIS’ 

F r o m  P o p e  F r a n c i s . . .

From a tweet
dated 14 May

We pray for our beloved dead…
"Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 

and let perpetual light shine upon them..." 

Recently Deceased: Ike Brooks, Mary-Ann B. Frani, Rachael Kee Xin Wei,
Domenic Long, Colin B Linwood, Tony Dahlen, Nancy Perry, Jack McCarthy

Deceased: Elizabeth Srinivasan, Benjamina De Vera, Cedric Cunningham, Family
members, Michael Perez, Vittoria Tuema, Julia A Cruz, Awanda, Elie Hindy,
Robert Dearie, YT & Deanna Hsu, Vincent Monteiro, Deanna Hsu, Dr Armando &
Dr Jacinta Reyes, Doyle D'Costa, Lauretta Reid, Rita Bayliss

Anniversaries: Peter Van Tilburg, Joseph Tuema, Aidrian Pol O'Dombnaill, John
& Danny Doolub, Lucy D'Mello, Baptist Coelho, Fernando Guillema, Marietta
Pasquin Tumabini

Perpetuals: Paul Mahoney, Louisa & Arthur Baxter, Nat Fedyk, Robert Dearie,
Norm Hector, Bokeyar family, David family, Japour family,Paula Loto’aniu, Peter
Van Tilburg, Margaret Angela Roberts, Sally & Frank Martlew, Sherwood family,
Pat & Jim Hartman, Royan & Andrews families, Don Andrews, Juliet Noronha, Dr
Joseph Malouf, Abel Moses, Jimmy, Anna & Frank Grainda, Frank Agostino,
Bernadette Melhen & Sally Boujandy, Jack & June Barrett, Ann O’Brien, Watson
Lee, Ian & Pat Sanders, Bill & Alice Kendall, Allan Kendall, Maria Patterson & Ellen
Bancan, Hooper family, Giuseppina & Giovanni Rechichi, Mary Coady, Mary &
Jack White, Vincent & Rebecca Vella, Walter Townsend, Ferris Grugeon,
McInherny, White, McWilliam & McGuckin families, Mary Abela, Robert Andrews,
Sylvester family, Rogan family, Adcock & McMillan families, Love family, Gabrielle
Baker, Paula Cowling, McDermott & Starr families, Repose of the Souls in
Purgatory and all deceased parishioners of St Patrick’s and St Monica’s

Ralph Jastin, Max Delfin, Kiara Amirapu

"The Holy Spirit is demanding, because He is a true, faithful friend,
who hides nothing and suggests what we need to change and where
we need to grow. But when He corrects us, He never instills distrust.
Rather, He assures us that we can always succeed with God." 

For Church movements and groups
"We pray that Church movements and groups may
rediscover their mission of evangelisation each day, placing
their own charisms at the service of needs in the world."

WEDDINGS
We also welcome into our Catholic Christian family the
following couples who were recently married here... 

Emily Feszczuk & Joshua Neville
Amelia Mailangi & Kelly Marka
Andrea David & Aldrin Clores

 

Prayer Intention
for May 



"Christ is now exalted above
the heavens, but he still suffers
on earth all the pain that we,
the members of his body, have
to bear. He showed this when
he cried out from above: Saul,
Saul, why do you persecute
me? and when he said: I was
hungry and you gave me food.
Why do we on earth not strive
to find rest with him in heaven
even now, through the faith,
hope and love that unites us to
him? "

“Quote of the Week”  Saint of the Week 

from the Sermon on the Ascension
St Augustine of Hippo
(354 - 430)
Doctor of the Church

‘This is your mother.’ Under the
title of Help of Christians, Mary
was chosen as Patroness of
Australasia by the First Provincial
Synod, convened by Archbishop
Bede Polding, in Sydney in 1844.
The fledgling colonies needed
Mary’s help at that time, as the
nation does today. We are helped
through Mary’s powerful
intercession, and through the
example of her life that we find in
the Gospels.

(Information: Universalis)

 24 May - Our Lady, Help of Christians

DIOCESAN SYNOD: THE COMPOSITION OF THE SYNOD

To register go to: 
https://parracatholic.org/synod2023_deaneryreg/
If you have a problem registering, contact Pat or
Donna in the office and they will assist you.

St Augustine with his mum
St Monica

The diocesan Bishop presides over the diocesan Synod.
The following, "ex officio", are "de iure" members of the
Synod:
Coadjutor and Auxiliary Bishops,
Vicars General
Vicars Episcopal
Vicars Judicial,-Canons of the Cathedral Chapter,
Members of the Council of Priests,
Rectors of Major Seminaries,
Vicars Forane 

This week we move from discussing 'What is a Synod?' to
looking at the composition of the Diocesan Synod.

1.
2.

3.The following are elected members of the Synod:
1) "Lay members of Christ's faithful, not excluding

members of institutes of consecrated life, to be elected by the
pastoral council in the manner and number determined by the
diocesan Bishop" .

2) "At least one priest from each vicariate forane is
elected by all of those who have the care of souls there;
another priest is also to be elected, to take the place of the first
if he should be prevented from attending".

3) "Some superiors of religious institutes and of the
societies of apostolic life which have a house in the diocese".

4) "Members of the Synod freely nominated by the Bishop".

5) "Synodal members, once lawfully designated, have the
right and the obligation to participate in the sessions of the
Synod".

6) "Should the diocesan Bishop deem it opportune, ministers
or members of other Christian Churches or ecclesial
communities not in full communion with the Catholic Church may
be invited to attend the Synod as observers".
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