
This Sunday’s Gospel follows these remarkable events. Jesus asks his disciples who
people think he is. Their responses prompt Jesus to ask a more confronting question:
“Who do you say I am?” Inevitably, it is the impetuous Peter who responds: “You are
the Christ.” Subsequent events, both in today’s Gospel and later, will reveal that Peter
has not yet grasped what “the Christ” means, but these words denote a turning point at
this halfway point in Mark’s Gospel.

Jesus challenges us with the same question: Who is Christ for me? It is a crucial
question because if we believe Christ to be anything other than God-made-flesh, our
Saviour, then our claim to be a Christian falls somewhat flat. Christ may be for some,
even those professing to be Christians, simply an inspiring teacher, healer or role
model. One doesn’t need to be a Christian to embrace Jesus in this way. We might call
such people “Christian sympathisers.”

The point is simply this: our understanding of who Christ is goes a long way towards
how we understand ourselves (“Who am I?”). This, in turn, affects the way in which we
relate to others be they fellow Christians or others we encounter who do not share our
faith.

Jesus gives us the “formula” at the end of today’s Gospel for how to be a disciple of
his: “If anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let them renounce themselves and take
up their cross and follow me.” To be a disciple rather than a mere “sympathiser” means
dying to self, living with the well-being of others uppermost in mind and actively living
and loving like Jesus, which naturally calls for a renunciation of self-interest. In living
this way we can then answer the question of “Who am I” with a firm response: “A
Christian.”

With the aid of the Holy Spirit, essential for living a life which does not come naturally,
we can find our true nature as people who are “other Christs”, making his presence
manifest throughout the world, something Jesus himself couldn’t do during his short
earthly life. Today’s second reading throws down the gauntlet in this regard, helping us
to see that a life of faith without good works is pointless. In fact, one might as well have
no faith as far as others are concerned, especially those in need.

Jesus understood, embraced and loved as Saviour, helps us to see the dignity which is
to be afforded to every other human being and helps transform us into beings making
Christ manifest to all. This is our faith, this is the faith of the Church, and this is our
mission.

In discovering who Christ truly is, we discover who we truly are too.

Wishing you a blessed week ahead,   

Fr Robert

Who is Jesus? Who am I?

 ST PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL 
1 Marist Place, Parramatta  NSW  2150 

WEEKLY PRAYER GROUPS 
Tuesday   9:30am - Christian Meditation
Tuesday   6:30pm - Legion of Mary 
Tuesday   7:30pm - RCIA (Sept - April)
Friday       1:00pm - Cenacle Prayers 

MONTHLY PRAYER
 

First Friday Devotions: 7:00pm in Chapel
True Life in God: Last Friday @ 6:00pm in
the Cloister Cafe

(02) 8839 8400    Emergency: 0407 289 360    www.stpatscathedral.com.au 

15 September 2024 - Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B) 

OTHER GROUPS 
Playgroup: Wednesdays 9:30am - 11:00am
Facebook: Parramatta St Pat’s Playgroup
 

Credo Youth Ministries 
Contact the office or find information on 
Facebook: credo.stpats 
Email: credo@stpatscathedral.com.au 

WEEKEND 
6:00pm Saturday Vigil Mass 
7:30am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Mass 
9:30am Mass 
11:00am Solemn Mass with Cathedral Choir
6:00pm Mass 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
6:10am Morning Prayer 
6:30am Mass 
11:15am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
11:15am Reconciliation (till 12:15pm) 
Rosary after Angelus at 12:00 noon 
12:30pm Mass 

SATURDAY 
7:30am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Mass 
8:30am Reconciliation (till 9:00am) 
9:30am Mass (Old Rite) 

5:00pm Sacrament of Penance (till 5:30pm) 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
Mass at 8:00am (No Adoration or Confession) 

Mass Schedule

Scan and 
connect with us

Support us!
Scan to donate

Bishop of Parramatta: Most Rev. Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv, DD 

THIS SUNDAY’S  GOSPEL sees us as witnesses to a
very famous encounter between Jesus and his disciples,
in particular, Simon Peter. Last weekend we saw Jesus
heal the deaf man who, along with the witnesses to this
miracle, broadcast the healing to a large number of
people, despite Jesus ordering them not to do so. That
event closes out chapter seven of Mark. Chapter eight
begins with one of two accounts by Mark of the
multiplication of the loaves and fishes. Jesus then
explains the meaning of this miracle to his disciples,
followed by the healing of a blind man (also utilising
spittle, as Jesus did for the deaf man with the speech
impediment.)



Receptionist: Donna Missio (Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri) 
8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au

Parish Secretary: Pat Preca (Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri)
8839 8412 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Cathedral Parish Manager: Mili Lee (Mon-Thu) 
8839 8419 or mili@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Sacramental Coordinator: Parish Team 
8839 8400 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Director of Music: Bernard Kirkpatrick KSS 
8839 8400 or bernard@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Assistant Director of Music: Eric Grella 
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Organist: Patrick Newman
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au

Liturgy Coordinator/Sacristan: Fr Tom Green 
8839 8400 or frtom@stpatscathedral.com.au

Youth Coordinator: Parish Team 
8839 8400 or credo@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Gift Shop Manager: Minnie Harb
0419 153 195 or giftshop@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Hiring of Rooms
For hire of Cloister Function rooms, call the office on
8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Sacraments
Baptisms are celebrated in the Cathedral on most 
Sundays after the 11:00am Solemn Mass. Contact
the parish office to book or fill out the form on the
website.
Weddings are by appointment only.
At least six months’ notice is necessary. 
Contact the Parish Secretary on 8839 8412.
 

First Eucharist and Confirmation 
Please contact the Parish Secretary.

 Office Hours:  9:00am - 4:00pm weekdays 

STAFF CONTACT DETAILS 
Dean and Administrator 
Very Rev Robert Riedling EV
8839 8420 - frrobert@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Priest 
Rev Tom Green 
8839 8423 - frtom@stpatscathedral.com.au

Deacon 
Rev Mr David Dowling 
8839 8415 - deacon@stpatscathedral.com.au

Priests in Residence 
Rev Fr Van Xua (Joseph) Nguyen
Rev Fr Chinonye Akamadu

 Material for Bulletin 
If you have something that you would like published in
the bulletin, please ensure that it is conveyed to our
Parish Secretary, Pat, by 12:00noon on Thursday.

Please note that material must relate to the parish and its
mission. Don’t forget that businesses can advertise on

the rear page of the bulletin too!

THE BULLETIN
Congratulations to our Newly Confirmed!

We extend our heartfelt congratulations to all the children who received the Sacrament of
Confirmation last Saturday! It was a joy to witness this sacred moment and to see them
sealed with the gifts of the Holy Spirit. We also wish to thank their parents for their
partnership and dedication throughout this journey. Your support and guidance have
been invaluable, and we wish you and your children continued blessings as they embark
on this new step in their faith.

Let us keep these young members of our parish in our prayers as they continue their
faith journey.

Notes to Parents

Where to from now?
Now that your child has been sealed with the Holy Spirit through Confirmation, here are
three ways you can continue to encourage their spiritual growth:

Join the Credo Junior Youth Group:
       This is a great opportunity for your child to stay connected with their faith and

peers in a fun and nurturing environment. If you're interested, please contact Fr.
Tom at frtom@stpatscathedral.com.au.

Encourage your child to become an altar server:

Serving at the altar is a wonderful way for your child to actively participate in the
Mass. Fr. Tom also coordinates the altar server group, so you can reach out to
him at the same email address above for more information.

Encourage your child to read their Bible gift:

Reading the Bible together as a family is a powerful way to grow in faith and
deepen your child's understanding of God's Word. Let us know if you need an
additional Bible, and we'd be happy to assist.

Photos
Link to the photos from last Saturday’s celebration was
emailed this week.  Please note that this download link
will expire on 18 October 2024, so we encourage you to
download the photos you want as soon as possible. If
you encounter any issues, kindly contact the parish office
for assistance.

Once again, congratulations to you and your children on
this milestone. We continue to pray for God’s blessings
on your family as you walk in faith together.
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Event - Social Justice Lunch with JRS
RSVP Process Update

Thank you for the valuable feedback we received
last week! We’re pleased to let you know that the
RSVP process within the app has been improved.
You can now RSVP for the upcoming lunch with JRS
directly from the app. The event is featured on the
Home tab and can also be accessed through the
Connect tab under Calendar and Events.

Parishioners at St Pat’s Cathedral Group

All parishioners who have downloaded the app have
been automatically added to the "Parishioners at St
Pats Cathedral" group. However, it’s important to
note that due to St Patrick's status as a Cathedral
parish, not everyone who worships here is
automatically considered a registered parishioner. If
you wish to officially become a member of St
Patrick's Cathedral parish, we encourage you to
complete a parishioner registration form by
contacting the Cathedral office. By downloading the
app, we assume that you have chosen to join the
parish. If you prefer not to be part of St Patrick’s
Cathedral parish, please unsubscribe from the
weekly emails sent by the Cathedral office.

Parish Pastoral Council - Commissioning
This Sunday our Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) will be commissioned
at the 11:00am Solemn Mass. This will be a great opportunity to put
faces to the names of the PPC members and share your thoughts on
the growth of our parish over a cup of tea after the Mass. Please keep
them in your prayers.

PARISH NOTICES 

How to Download the App
Scan QR Code below to go to Google Play Store or Apple App
Store on your mobile device.

1.

Tap the "Install" button to download and install the app.2.
Once installed, open the app and finish setting up your profile.3.

Weekly Update on our Parish App

Our parish Young Adult Credo Group will meet, as usual,
on the third Sunday of the month, 15 September, after the
6:00pm Mass, in the Cloister Cafe. All 18-35s welcome!

Monthly Credo Young Adult Meeting

Parishes around the Diocese are encouraged to offer a
special blessing to those students preparing to undertake the
HSC in October. Here at the Cathedral, we have set aside
the 6:00pm Mass on Sunday, 06 October for this purpose.
Fr Tom will be the main celebrant. All students undertaking
the HSC this year are welcome to attend, Catholic or
otherwise. Spread the word around!

HSC Mass

Children's Liturgy @ 9:30am Mass
We invite all primary school-aged children to join us for the
Children’s Liturgy during the 9:30am Mass each Sunday (except
during school holidays). This is a wonderful opportunity for
children to engage with the Word of God in a fun and age-
appropriate way!

Preschool-aged children are also welcome to join, with parental
supervision.

Come and be part of this special time for our young parishioners to
grow in thier faith. We look forward to seeing you there!

Playgroup @ St Pat’s
If you're thinking about joining a Playgroup, consider giving St
Pat’s Playgroup a try.

We gather on Wednesdays throughout the school term, excluding
the first and last weeks of each term. The sessions start at 9:30am
and end at 11:30am.

This is a wonderful opportunity to connect with like-minded
parents while providing your child with social engagement.
You can reach out via Facebook at Parramatta St Pat’s
Playgroup, or simply come by on a Wednesday.

Foodbank Collection
Thank you again to all those who donated so generously to the recent
Jesuit Refugee Service foodbank appeal. Thank you too to Aidan
Pospischil who organised it and oversaw its operation.

Our next foodbank appeal will take place in Advent and will be for St
Vincent de Paul for their Annual Christmas Appeal.

Catholic Schools Bishop Manning Fund 
Would you like your child to receive a
Catholic education but are worried that your
family cannot afford it? Please consider
applying for a bursary that will cover the
school fees, the cost of uniforms and
equipment for primary or secondary school
students for up to four years of enrolment. 

The fund, named in honour of the recently deceased Bishop Kevin
Manning, is a Diocesan charity that seeks to ensure all families
who want a Catholic education for their child can receive one.
Please scan this code or visit  
https://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/our-schools/affordable-
education/bishop-manning-support-fund. 
Applications close 18 October.

https://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/our-schools/affordable-education/bishop-manning-support-fund.
https://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/our-schools/affordable-education/bishop-manning-support-fund.


The Parramatta Way of Safeguarding is to...
Act with justice, and state that we have a zero tolerance for any form of abuse or harm to children or any person;
Act with justice, and ensure that laws and obligations are upheld, and safety is paramount.

Our Commitment to Safeguarding
At St Patrick’s Cathedral Parramatta, we are dedicated to creating a safe and nurturing environment for all members of our
community, especially children and vulnerable adults, in line with the "Parramatta Way." 

Invitation to Explore the Catholic Faith
Do you, or someone you know, feel called to explore the Catholic
faith? Our Cathedral parish will begin the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (RCIA) process on Tuesday, 17 September at
7:30pm in the Parish Office.

The RCIA is a journey of spiritual reflection, prayer, and learning,
designed for adults considering becoming Catholic, especially
those who have not yet been baptised. It offers an opportunity to
deepen one’s relationship with Christ and discern whether to enter
full communion with the Church.

For more information or to express interest, please contact Fr
Robert at frrobert@stpatscathedral.com.au or call the Cathedral
office on 8839 8400. 

All parishioners are warmly invited to attend the St Patrick’s
Cathedral Parish Annual General Meeting (AGM) on Sunday 29
September at 12:30pm (after the 11:00am Mass) in the Cathedral
Hall.

The AGM is an important opportunity for us to come together as a
parish community to reflect on the past year, discuss our current
initiatives, and look ahead to the future. It is also a key moment for
stewardship, as it allows for dialogue, accountability, and
transparency in the way we manage our parish’s resources and
ministries.

Your participation is vital in ensuring that we continue to grow as a
vibrant, responsible, and faithful community. We encourage all
parishioners to attend and take part in this important discussion
about the life and mission of our Cathedral parish.

We look forward to seeing you there!

Reminder to all Ministry Leaders
A meeting for all Ministry Leaders will be held on Wednesday 18
September, at 7:00pm in the hall. Please also note that your
ministry report for the AGM booklet is due by this date. Looking
forward to seeing you there!

Monthly Parish Bazaar 
Please note that, to avoid a clash with the Parish AGM on Sunday,
29 September, we have moved the next barbecue to Sunday, 22
September.

What’s next on our fundraising list? Stay tuned! We will reveal our
next community project soon.

PARISH NOTICES 
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Parish AGM Invitation

Multi-Faith Day of Climate Action
All parishioners are invited to attend this event here at the Cathedral
on Tuesday, 17 September from 10:00am - 11:00am.  This event,
organised by the Australian Religious Response to Climate Change
(ARRCC), is a means of highlighting the issue of climate change, its
need for an urgent response and means of achieving this aim.
There will be people from
various faith traditions
present, offering prayers and
reflections. All are welcome
to come along to support this
endeavour. Weather
permitting, the event will take
place in the forecourt, under
the  large banner.

As most of you know, we have had some major issues for some time
with our audio system in the Cathedral, and now with our lighting.
Bearing in mind the Cathedral is now over twenty years old, this is
not surprising. The Diocese has given approval and funding for work
to start on a major overhaul of the technology that drives our audio
and lighting. I will keep you posted on developments. Fr Robert 

Maintenance - Audio and Lighting

Sacraments of Initiation
Reconciliation & Eucharist 2024/2025
An Information Evening will be held on Tuesday 15 October, at
7:30pm in the Cloister Function Room for those interested in
registering their child(ren) for the Sacramental Program for
baptised children. A Commitment Mass will follow on Sunday 27
October, at 9:30am.

Children must have turned 7 years or older by 1 July 2024 to be
eligible. Registration opens online via our website and app on
Wednesday, 16 October. A copy of your child’s Baptism certificate
will be required.

For further details, go to secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au or call
Pat on 8839 8412.

The Friends of St Patrick's Cemetery will be meeting on Tuesday 17
October, at 7:00pm in the Cloister Function Room. All who are
interested in supporting the ongoing care and preservation of the
cemetery are warmly invited to attend. 

We welcome new faces and ideas. Please join us!

Friends of St. Patrick's Cemetery Meeting



PRAYER INTENTIONS

WEDDINGS   

Sick: Vicky Chow Wing Ki, Nasr Nasr, Gaulbert Pais,
Mark Slee, Galulbut Pais, John Ryan, Maria Llave,
John Wright, John Ryan, Felicitas Appathurai, Maria,
Victoria, Krys, Jim, Helga, Rohan Rodricks, Martina
Galea, Joey S Bugo, Melissa, Fred & Odette Harb,
John Ryan, Anne-Marie Douaihy, Colleen Johnston,
Melissa Carter, Kathleen, Mary Tito, Fr Bob Bossini,
Fatima Rodricks, Azar Al-Ters, Melissa Carter, Terry
Pumati, Leonora, Shana, Fr Peter Henry, Anthony
Tran, Leonardo Close, Olivia Harb, Sharon Webb

Special Intentions: Raveen, Naleen, Tian, Michael
Nguyen Xuan Duuc, Apomariya & Fely Olay, Jess &
Pat, Janlyn Dimaiwat, Apo Policarpio, Amarita &
Sylvia, Nikola Senjak, Salvatore Loria & Rosa Mancini,
Nguyen Xuan Duc, Agnes Patacsil, Stephen & Chris,
Stephen Senjak & family, Carmelita Perez, Joey Bugo,
Jake Del Mar & family, Esther Lee, Bernabe Patacsil,
Juan M Cabezas, Naleen, Andrew, Kelly Berg, Joey
Bugo, Cenacle Group, Ping Hsu, Sarah Khalil, Kiesie,
EJ, Hoang Minh Nguyen, Fr Peter Henry,  Peter
Newman, YT Hsu & Deanna Hsu, Michael Perez,
Sarah Ferguson, Kate Middleton, Patrick N, Madeleine
Suttie, Fancesca Ryan, Helen Perrottet, Paul & Mouzel
Carson, Stephen Senjak, Peter Newman, Felicitas
Appathurai, Santiago Tito, Antonio Tito

We also pray for...

BAPTISMS 

We welcome into our Catholic Christian family the
following child who was recently baptised here... 

POPE FRANCIS’ 

F r o m  P o p e  F r a n c i s . . .
From a tweet

dated 
10 September

“Let us not be afraid to make ourselves small before God and each
other. May we give our lives, spend our time, and make sacrifices to
help our brothers and sisters live better and be happy!”

We also pray for the following couples recently married
here... 

Prayer Intention
for September 

For the cry of the Earth 
“We pray that each one of us will hear and take

to heart the cry of the Earth and of victims of
natural disasters and climactic change, and

that all will undertake to personally care for the
world in which we live.” 

Kristine del Rosario & Damien Bower
Chloe Pace & Todd Bassingthwaighte

We pray for our beloved dead…
 

Recently Deceased: Richard Stephen Newport, Elizabeth Cabrido,
Marcia Machliss, Dr Joseph Kur, Riath Korkes, Raymond Robinson,
Jose Santos, Antonio De La Pena, Bishop Emeritus Kevin Manning,
Rev Te Nguyen, Sam Jao

Deceased: Miguel Custodio, Lance Hart, YT  & Deanna Hsu Kayla Ho,
Sally Elkatrib, Maureen Pereira,Peter  J Noronha, Lucy D’Mello, Liza
Khourga, Judith Soso, Narar & Lewis Nissan, Deanna Hsu

Anniversaries: Joseph Fung, Juan Manongdo, Anita Pajarillo, Pauline
& Benigno, Jose Ramirez, Norm Hector, Mary Thottan, Angela Tantini
& Valentino, Peter Jackman, Agnes Nethercott, Jaime Blandon,
Elizabeth Srinivasan

Perpetuals: Louisa & Arthur Baxter, Paul Mahoney, Nat Fedyk, Robert
Dearie, Norm Hector, Bokeyar family, David family, Japour family,
Paula Loto’aniu, Peter Van Tilburg, Margaret Angela Roberts, Sally &
Frank Martlew, Sherwood family, Pat & Jim Hartman, Mark Fletcher,
Royan & Andrews families, Don & Pat Andrews, Juliet Noronha, Dr
Joseph Malouf, Abel Moses, Jimmy, Anna & Frank Grainda, Frank
Agostino, Bernadette Melhen & Sally Boujandy, Jack & June Barrett,
Ann O’Brien, Watson Lee, Ian & Pat Sanders, Bill & Alice Kendall, Allan
Kendall, Maria Patterson & Ellen Bancan, Hooper family, Giuseppina &
Giovanni Rechichi, Mary Coady, Mary & Jack White, Vincent &
Rebecca Vella, Walter Townsend, Ferris Grugeon, McInherny, White,
McWilliam & McGuckin families, Mary Abela, Robert Andrews,
Sylvester family, Rogan family, Adcock & McMillan families, Love
family, Gabrielle Baker, Paula Cowling, McDermott & Starr families,
Repose of the Souls in Purgatory and all deceased parishioners of St
Patrick’s and St Monica’s

Leon Prsic



St Ephrem the Syrian
 (c.306-373)

Theologian and writer

 Saint of the Week 

Information: Universalis

18 September - St Stanisław Kostka (1550-1568), Religious

“Quote of the Week” 

...that the Letter of James, from which we are
currently hearing at Sunday Masses, places
emphasis on works being an expression of
faith?

“Lord, who can grasp all the wealth of just one of your
words? What we understand is much less than what
we leave behind, like thirsty people who drink from a
fountain. For your word, Lord, has many shades of
meaning just as those who study it have many different
points of view. The Lord has coloured his words with
many hues so that each person who studies it can see
in it what he loves.”

One of the great debates in the Christian churches has
been about faith versus works in terms of salvation.
Whilst it is true that one cannot “work” one’s way into
heaven (a heresy known as the Pelagian heresy),
James, as we hear this Sunday, emphasises that faith
needs to be made manifest, and this is done so by
works that express one’s charity.  

Did You Know...? 

Stanisław Kostka (1550-1568) was born into a noble family in Poland. In
1567 he was sent to the Jesuit college in Vienna to complete his studies.
Soon after, he expressed the desire to enter the Society of Jesus. The local
Jesuit authorities, fearing the negative reaction of his father, hesitated to
receive him. Stanisław, quickly grasping the difficulty raised by the
opposition of his family, walked the 500 miles to Germany, from where with
the encouragement and blessing of Saint Peter Canisius, the provincial
superior, he went on to Rome. He was admitted to the Society of Jesus
there. In the novitiate, Stanisław was blessed with mystical experiences. He
died of illness on August 15, 1568.

On another matter of interest
around the Letter of James is
its disputed authorship,
despite the reference to
James at its opening.



24 Hour Service to all suburbs 

• Home cleaning

• Strata cleaning

• Commercial cleaning 

• Grounds keeping 

Cleaning to suit your needs 

KCM Brothers’ Property Maintenance 

Australian Owned 

 6 Pitt Street Parramatta 2150 

Tel: 9687 1072 Fax: 9687 1074 

Email: wnbull@wnbull.com 

SPEEDY LOCK, BAG & 

SHOE REPAIRS PTY LTD 
KEYS CUT FROM $2.50 (Cheapest In Sydney)

Professional Shoe & Bag Repairs 

Car key & Watch battery replacements. 
Keys cut & Car key programming/cutting 

Computer Engraving 

 

Shop 12 Queensland Arcade, 

181 Church Street, Parramatta 

Email: speedykeysparramatta@gmail.com 

Simon 9891 2229 

Member, Australian Funeral Directors

 NEED a CLEANER? 

 

Servicing Parramatta & surrounding areas 

Call Mick on 0405 309 826 
www.kcmbrothers.com


