
Wishing you a blessed Advent season, 

Fr Tom

Advent has arrived...

 ST PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL 
1 Marist Place, Parramatta  NSW  2150 

WEEKLY PRAYER GROUPS 
Monday   6:30pm - Legion of Mary
Tuesday  9:30am - Christian Meditation 
Tuesday   7:30pm - RCIA (Sept - April)
Friday       1:00pm - Cenacle Prayers 

MONTHLY PRAYER
 

First Friday Devotions: 7:00pm in Chapel
True Life in God: Last Friday @ 6:00pm in
the Cloister Cafe

(02) 8839 8400    Emergency: 0407 289 360    www.stpatscathedral.com.au 

01 December 2024 - First Sunday of Advent (Year C) 

OTHER GROUPS 
Playgroup: Wednesdays 10:00am - 11:30am
Facebook: Parramatta St Pat’s Playgroup
 

Credo Youth Ministries 
Contact the office or find information on 
Facebook: credo.stpats 
Email: credo@stpatscathedral.com.au 

WEEKEND 
6:00pm Saturday Vigil Mass 
7:30am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Mass 
9:30am Mass 
11:00am Solemn Mass with Cathedral Choir
6:00pm Mass 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
6:10am Morning Prayer 
6:30am Mass 
11:15am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
11:15am Reconciliation (till 12:15pm) 
Rosary after Angelus at 12:00 noon 
12:30pm Mass 

SATURDAY 
7:30am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Mass 
8:30am Reconciliation (till 9:00am) 
9:30am Mass (Old Rite) 

5:00pm Sacrament of Penance (till 5:30pm) 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
Mass at 8:00am (No Adoration or Confession) 

Mass Schedule

Scan and 
connect with us

Support us!
Scan to donate

Bishop of Parramatta: Most Rev. Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv, DD 

IN GENERAL, OUR CHRISTIAN LIFE is
marked by seasons. We enter into one period of
life, and changes happen which draw us into a
new season. Always, the principles of Christian
living remain throughout, though at times we
can emphasise one aspect which especially
helps us through a particular period. The
liturgical seasons that we observe have this
same character. They help us to focus on
certain aspects of our faith that nevertheless
remain throughout the year.

In this season of Advent, we focus our attention on Christ’s coming. We
are at once preparing ourselves to remember liturgically his Incarnation,
his birth as man in the cave of Bethlehem, but also his Second Coming
at the last day. The focus of our readings revolves around these themes
then, but also emphasises the immediacy of his coming today. Our
Collect this Sunday implores us to realise that it is through the good
works that we perform now (not putting them off), that we demonstrate
the resolve to run forth to meet him when he comes.

Likewise, in our Gospel, speaking of those last days when the heavens
and the earth will be prepared for his coming again, Christ urges his
disciples to “stay awake.” It is by constantly asking him, “Lord, make me
know your ways/Lord, teach me your paths,” as we pray in the Psalm,
and by “walking in [his] truth,” that we now put on those righteous deeds
of his and make ourselves ready to meet him. 

Should we take heed of this message, we shouldn’t fear those fateful
things Christ prophesies in our gospel today. It is the godless, those who
have not taken heed of his commands for who these warnings are
principally directed. If we follow him and every day await his entry into
our hearts by constant prayer and good deeds, then we have nothing to
worry about. We will be able to “stand with confidence” before him when
he does come, knowing the salvation he has worked in us, having come
to know and to believe in his unfathomable mercy.

In this new season of Advent let us make use of the time given us to
reflect on our lives that we may “make more and more progress in the
kind of life [we] are meant to live” and so enjoy not only a fruitful
Christmas, but also confident to meet the Son of Man face to face. 



Today, the first Sunday of Advent, we joyfully celebrate the beginning of the
Jubilee Year proclaimed by Pope Francis. This extraordinary year, themed
“Pilgrims of Hope,” invites the entire Church into a sacred time of grace,
renewal, and deepened faith.

Advent, too, is a season of hope—a time when we await the coming of Christ
with expectant hearts. As we light the Candle of Hope on our Advent wreath
today, we are reminded that God’s promises are steadfast, his mercy
boundless, and his presence ever faithful. Pope Francis’ vision for the Jubilee
Year resonates beautifully with this Advent hope, calling us to be “Pilgrims of
Hope” in a world longing for healing, reconciliation, and joy.

Jubilee Years hold a special place in the Church’s tradition. They are times of
forgiveness, renewal, and reconciliation - a chance to encounter God’s mercy
in profound ways and to renew our commitment to him and one another. Pope
Francis invites us to approach this Jubilee Year with hearts open to God’s
transformative grace, reflecting on where we need his mercy, how we can
grow closer to him, and how we can bring hope to others.

Advent and the Jubilee Year intertwine, both urging us to prepare for the
Lord’s coming - not just at Christmas, but in the quiet moments of our lives,
where he waits to meet us with his love. Just as Advent calls us to “prepare
the way of the Lord,” the Jubilee challenges us to embark on a spiritual
pilgrimage, seeking God’s presence in prayer, the sacraments, and acts of
service.

This Jubilee Year and Advent season remind us of the hope that anchors our
faith: God’s love is constant, and his call to us is unchanging. As we begin this
sacred year, let us embrace Pope Francis’ invitation to become bearers of
hope, reflecting Christ’s light in a world often shadowed by fear and despair.

May this Jubilee Year be a source of profound grace for each of us and our
community. Let us prepare our hearts in hope, joyfully awaiting the fulfillment
of God’s promises as we journey together as “Pilgrims of Hope.”

Receptionist: Donna Missio (Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri) 
8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au

Parish Secretary: Pat Preca (Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri)
8839 8412 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Cathedral Parish Manager: Mili Lee (Mon-Thu) 
8839 8419 or manager@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Sacramental Coordinator: Parish Team 
8839 8400 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Director of Music: Bernard Kirkpatrick KSS 
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Assistant Director of Music: Eric Grella 
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Organist: Patrick Newman
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au

Liturgy Coordinator/Sacristan: Fr Tom Green 
8839 8400 or assistantpriest@stpatscathedral.com.au

Youth Coordinator: Parish Team 
8839 8400 or credo@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Gift Shop Manager: Minnie Harb
0419 153 195 or giftshop@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Hiring of Rooms
For hire of Cloister Function rooms, call the office on
8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Sacraments
Baptisms are celebrated in the Cathedral on most 
Sundays after the 11:00am Solemn Mass. Contact
the parish office to book or fill out the form on the
website.
Weddings are by appointment only.
At least six months’ notice is necessary. 
Contact the Parish Secretary on 8839 8412.
 

First Eucharist and Confirmation 
Please contact the Parish Secretary.

 Office Hours:  9:00am - 4:00pm weekdays 

STAFF CONTACT DETAILS 
Dean and Administrator 
Very Rev Robert Riedling EV
8839 8420 - dean@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Priest 
Rev Tom Green 
8839 8423 - assistantpriest@stpatscathedral.com.au

Deacon 
Rev Mr David Dowling 
8839 8415 - deacon@stpatscathedral.com.au

Priests in Residence 
Rev Fr Van Xua (Joseph) Nguyen
Rev Fr Chinonye Akamadu

 Material for Bulletin 
If you have something that you would like published in
the bulletin, please ensure that it is conveyed to our

Parish Secretary, Pat, by 12:00 noon on Wednesday.
Please note that material must relate to the parish and its

mission. Don’t forget that businesses can advertise on
the rear page of the bulletin too!

THE BULLETIN

The Jubilee Year Begins Today 
A Time of Hope and Renewal



PARISH NOTICES

Bishop’s Christmas Appeal
This weekend, our Parish is proud to support Parramatta Catholic Foundation’s Bishop’s Christmas Appeal.
Your generosity will enable Catholic Care’s Houses to Homes to support homeless mothers and children with
a safe place to call home and rebuild their lives. The horror of domestic, family, and sexual violence,
compounded by the rising cost of living, is pushing mothers and their children into homelessness; and they
need our help. Your life-changing gift this Christmas can provide them with secure shelter, nourishing food,
and the support they need to build a strong family life and a hopeful future.

St Patrick’s Parish Bazaar & Barbecue
Last weekend, we conducted our final bazaar for 2024.

Firstly, we want to extend our heartfelt gratitude to our dedicated
team of volunteers who ensured the event ran smoothly. We had
our familiar helpers along with a few new faces, including some
newcomers to the parish, offering a wonderful opportunity to
welcome them into our community.

Next, a big thank you goes to the generous individuals who baked
treats for our coffee and tea stall. Thanks to their efforts, we
consistently had a delightful selection of homemade goodies to
share.

And to all our parishioners, thank you for your unwavering support.
Since we began this initiative in July, we have successfully hosted
five end-of-month events, each raising well over $1000.

We are now proud owners of two new barbecues that we hope will
serve us well, with any remaining funds directed towards painting
the presbytery.

Once again, thank you all for your assistance and support – it truly
reflects the strength of our wonderful community at St Patrick’s!

First Friday - 06 December @ 7:00pm
We warmly invite you to join us for our First Friday Devotion this
Friday, 06 December, starting at 7:00pm in the chapel. This is a
special time to come together in prayer, reflection, and devotion.
All welcome!

Timely Reminders...
First, we extend our heartfelt gratitude to all the parishioners who
consistently show respect for our cathedral and chapel.

As we approach the festive season, the atmosphere may feel more
relaxed, due primarily to the warmer weather.

However, it's important to remember that we are still in a place of
worship, and a certain level of respect should be upheld regarding
our attire. This is especially important if you hold a liturgical role.

Additionally, food (unless for medical reasons), coffee, and other
drinks (except for water) should not be consumed during Mass,
including gum. Typically, we are in church for one hour, and it’s
beneficial to set a positive example for the children in our midst.

Please give generously to the Bishop’s Christmas Appeal via the giving enevelope that will be on the pews this weekend or by using the
QR code provided, via the Cathedral App or at the parish website https://stpatscathedral.com.au/donation/ by selecting ‘Donate’ and
choosing the fund ‘Bishop’s Christmas Appeal.

Congratulations on your Confirmation!
Last Sunday, we had the joy of celebrating the Confirmation of
three parishioners. Rita, along with Alessio and his sister Martina,
who were fittingly anointed on the feast of Christ the King, the
Anointed One, and given his own power and strength to bear him
witness. This was a lovely occasion that they celebrated with their
families and friends. Please pray for them at this time that they may
be faithful to the graces they have received.   Fr Tom

Advent is a time of joyful preparation,
leading us towards the celebration of
Christ’s birth. To embrace this special
season, we invite you to join us for an
evening of caroling and biblical readings at
our Advent Carol Festival on Friday, 13
December at 7:00pm. Together, we’ll sing
traditional carols and listen to readings that
highlight the hope, peace, joy, and love of
Advent.

Everyone is welcome, and we’re excited to announce a visit from
Santa, bringing extra cheer for the little ones! We’re also in need
of volunteers to assist with the barbecue and food serving on the
day. If you can bake a treat to share on the night, it would be a
wonderful addition to our celebration.

Come along, invite friends, and let’s celebrate Advent together!

Advent Carol Service - mark your calendar!

Sacraments of Initiation - Reconciliation
We congratulate the 43 children who made their First
Reconciliation at St Patrick’s last Tuesday. They will continue
their formation next year when they prepare to receive their First
Holy Communion. Please keep the children and their families in
your prayers as they travel this blessed journey.

Ordination to the Permanent Diaconate of
Mr Charles Hyson: 7 December 
Bishop Vincent Long invites you to the Ordination to the Permanent
Diaconate of Mr Charles Philip Hyson on Saturday 7 December at
10.30am at St Patrick’s Cathedral on the Memorial of Saint
Ambrose. 

Please RSVP Hannah Portelli at hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org
if you wish to attend. 



At St Patrick’s Cathedral Parramatta, we are dedicated to
creating a safe and nurturing environment for all members

of our community, especially children and vulnerable
adults, in line with the "Parramatta Way." 

The Parramatta Way of Safeguarding is to...
Act with justice, and state that we have a zero tolerance
for any form of abuse or harm to children or any person;
Act with justice, and ensure that laws and obligations are
upheld, and safety is paramount.

ADVENT NOTICES

Andy’s Christmas Lights 
for the...

Kids with Cancer foundation
01 - 31 December

45 Grassmere Ave, Northmead
Join Andy & Carmen in spreading joy and
making a difference this Christmas season.
Visit their magical Christmas lights display
and support the Kids with Cancer Foundation
by purchasing a raffle ticket or making a
donation. Every ticket you buy goes directly
to helping families with children facing cancer
and you’ll get a chance to be in the draw with
incredible prizes.

Raffle drawn 31 December.

Join an Advent Reflection Group
Advent is a sacred season of preparation - a time to quiet our hearts,
reflect on God’s promises, and prepare to welcome Christ into our
lives anew. As we journey toward Christmas, Advent invites us to
deepen our faith, embrace hope, and rediscover the joy of God’s
presence in our everyday lives.

This year, we invite you to join one of our Advent Reflection Groups,
where we will journey together in prayer, Scripture, and shared
reflection. These groups provide an opportunity to pause amidst the
busyness of life, connect with others in faith, and prepare spiritually
for the coming of Christ.

Session times:
Wednesday mornings at 10:30am in-person at the parish
meeting room. (First session - 04 December)

Monday evenings at 8:00pm via Zoom for those who prefer an
online option. (First session - 02 December)

Whether you are new to faith or have been on the journey for years,
these groups are for everyone. Come and be part of this meaningful
preparation for Christmas as we grow together in faith and
anticipation of the Lord’s coming.

To register or find out more, contact the parish office. Let us embrace
this season of Advent as a time to truly prepare our hearts to receive
Christ with joy!

Save the Date - Seniors’ Christmas Lunch
Attention all seniors in our parish aged 65 and over! Our next
event and last for the year, will be our Seniors’ Christmas Lunch.

Date: Wednesday, 11 December
Time: 1.00pm
Location: Cloister Function Room
Entry: $10

This is always a terrific occasion to connect with friends and enjoy
a delicious ‘Christmassy’ meal together. An official invitation will
be sent out via the parish app this week. Please note that RSVP is
essential, so be sure to respond by 09 December. 

Festive Food Items: Small Christmas puddings, mince pies, long-
life custard, and other holiday-specific treats to
add a touch of festivity to our hampers.

Non-Perishable Foodstuffs: Help stock our pantry with
canned goods, breakfast cereals, fruit drinks, dry foods, and other
essentials that can sustain families over the holidays.

Toiletries & Bathroom Items: Donations of soaps,
shampoos, conditioners, toothpaste, and toothbrushes are
essential for personal care and dignity.

Cleaning Supplies: Kitchen cleaners, washing up liquids,
and laundry powders are vital for maintaining clean and
healthy homes.

Gifts for Children: Bring smiles to young faces with toys
and books suitable for ages 5-10 years, making their
Christmas truly special.

It may seem early but we need all donations by 15 December.
This allows for packing and distribution to people’s homes before
Christmas.

Every item you donate contributes to a brighter Christmas for
an individual or family in need. Let’s share the warmth and love
of the season through our collective efforts.

Donations can be placed adjacent to the stable in the chapel.

The St Vincent de Paul Society is once again
calling on our parish’s generosity this Advent
season to help bring the spirit of Christmas to
manyfamilies and individuals in our community. 
We welcome your donations:

Vinnies Christmas Food Bank Drive

Our Commitment to Safeguarding



Gift Shop Sale ends today!
Manage your
serving and
giving

Mass
get daily
readings
liturgy
guide
watch
livestream

Announcements
instant
notifications
bulletin

Connect 
with
parishioners
with diocese

Here’s how to do this.

Go to the profile icon as indicated on the photo above. 
Re-enter your telephone number and follow the prompts. 
Once this is done, go to Connect > My Group and Serving >
Serving (Roster).

Weekly Update on our Parish App
What happens when I can’t see my
group and serving on the App ?

If you have downloaded the App and for
some reason you are unable to access your
roster via the My Group and Serving section
of the App, it could be that you need to re-
sync your profile with ParishStaq.

Profile

A L L  N A T I V I T Y
S E T S

A L L  N A T I V I T Y
S E T S

PARISH & DIOCESAN NOTICES

How to Download the App
Scan QR Code  to go to Google Play Store or Apple App Store on
your mobile device.

1.

Tap the "Install" button to download and install the app.2.
Once installed, open the app and finish setting up your profile.3.

Holy Hour for Vocations
Every fourth Friday of the month the Diocese of Parramatta hosts
Holy Hour in St Patrick’s Cathedral to pray for Vocations. This is a
time of prayer and reflection in front of the Blessed Sacrament in
Adoration and concluding with Benediction. All are welcome to join.

When: 6:30pm every fourth Friday of the month

Where: St Patrick’s Cathedral, 1 Marist Place, Parramatta

Giftshop Christmas Sale 
As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ, why not bring the
true meaning of Christmas into your home or share it with loved
ones through a beautiful Nativity set? A Nativity set serves as a
powerful reminder of the holy night when Jesus was born - a
moment of hope, love, and peace that changed the world forever.

This week and for the first week in Advent, our Giftshop is offering:

20% off all Nativity sets
15% off all other Christmas gifts

Whether you're looking for a small Nativity for a mantle or a larger
set for a family centerpiece, we have a wide selection to suit every
budget.

Why not give a Nativity set this Christmas and help loved ones
focus on the joy of Christ’s birth? Visit the giftshop today to find
the perfect gift that will inspire faith and joy this season.

Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses
Registration now open for:
      Ministers of the Word;
      Extraordinary Ministers of Communion;
      Communion to the Sick & Dying and 
      Ministers at the Altar 

Forms are available from the narthex (entry to the chapel). Forms
need to be submitted by 28 January and will need your Parish
Priest's signature.

For further information email: lucy.woodbury@parracatholic.org

Free English and
Citizenship Classes
Catholic Care Western Sydney
and the Blue Mountains are
offering English and Citizenship
classes at Mamre House, 181
Mamre Rd, Orchard Hills, on a
Tuesday and Wednesday from
10:00am to 2:00pm during school
terms.



WEDDINGS   

PRAYER INTENTIONS

RCIA team and candidates

Sick: Bernardo Dado, Monica, Sam Galea, AJ Thomas, Apo Policarpio, Michael Lilley, Fred Harb, Shirley, Patrick Slatter,
Felicitas Appathurai, William Lelyveld, Chris Doughty, Antoinette Bourchdan, Ramza Ibrahim, Frank Davino, Fr Bob Bossini,
Fatima Rodricks, Ray Love, Vicky Chow Wing Ki, Nasr Nasr, Mark Slee

Special Intentions: Tian, Abel Renjith, Melanie Magpayo, Nikola Senjak, Stephen Senjak, Ankica Senjak, Mara Senjak &
family, Zayne Bumactao, Amarra Bumactao, Viva Velasco, Katrina Dela Cruz Velasco, Cherie, Pancho, Victor, Justin, Leo,
Levi, Jasmine, Garth, Leonardo Close, Michael Perez, Mary Tito, Franz Tito, Carmelita Perez, Servia, Agnes Patacsil,
Naleen, Tian & Raveen, Allwyn & Jasmine, Bartolome Cabezas Sr, Sr Tian, Miguel Custodio, Senjak family, Paul Peters

Deceased: R.L. Samy, Lance Hart, Charlotte O'Brien, Maria Csseli, Lucy D’Mello, Miguel Custodio, Lance Hart

Anniversaries: Robert Dearie, Boulos & Jamel Saba, Adelina Fernandes, Frank Maccarone, Rustica LaRosa, Marian G
Ermac, Leela Cyprian, Joseph Fung, Juan Manongdo, Anita Pajarillo, Pauline & Benigno, Jose Ramirez

Perpetuals: Wendy A Smith, Louisa & Arthur Baxter, Paul Mahoney, Nat Fedyk, Robert Dearie, Norm Hector, Bokeyar
family, David family, Japour family, Paula Loto’aniu, Peter & Annette Van Tilburg, Margaret Angela Roberts, Sally & Frank
Martlew, Sherwood family, Pat & Jim Hartman, Mark Fletcher, Royan & Andrews families, Don & Pat Andrews, Juliet
Noronha, Dr Joseph Malouf, Abel Moses, Jimmy, Anna & Frank Grainda, Jack & June Barrett, Ann O’Brien, Watson Lee, Ian
& Pat Sanders, Bill & Alice Kendall, Allan Kendall, Giuseppina & Giovanni Rechichi, Mary Coady, Mary & Jack White, Vincent
& Rebecca Vella, Walter Townsend, Ferris Grugeon, McInherny, White, McWilliam & McGuckin families, Mary Abela, Robert
Andrews, Sylvester family, Rogan family, Adcock & McMillan families, Love family, Gabrielle Baker, Paula Cowling,
McDermott & Starr families, Repose of the Souls in Purgatory and all deceased parishioners of St Patrick’s and St Monica’s

We pray for...

BAPTISMS 

We welcome into our Catholic Christian family the
following children who were recently baptised here... 

POPE FRANCIS’ 

From Pope Francis...

Tweet dated 
27 November

“The word “Gospel” means glad tidings, and it cannot be communicated
with a long face and sombre countenance. We must share the Gospel
with the joy of those who have unearthed a hidden treasure and precious
pearl.”

We also pray for the following couple recently married
here... 

Prayer Intention
for December 

For pilgrims of hope  
“We pray that this Jubilee Year strengthen our
faith, helping us to recognise the Risen Christ
in our daily lives, and that it may transform us

into pilgrims of Christian hope.” Caroline & David Oraha 

Adriel Capalad, Zoey Estanislau
& Lorenzo Payumo



 Saint of the Week 

Information: Universalis

 04 December - St John  Damascene (c.675 -749), Priest, Doctor

“Quote of the Week” 
“Advent wakes us up to the fact that people
can experience extraordinary joy even in a
very depraved sort of world, and they can
bear witness to Christ even before a corrupt
society. In a world like ours, which so
evidently needs social transformation, how
can we fail to ask Christians to make the
justice of Christianity incarnate in their homes
and in their lives?”

Did You Know...? 

John was born of a Christian family in Damascus. Being under Muslim
rather than Byzantine rule, was able to write effective treatises attacking
iconoclasm and attacking the emperor for supporting it. At about this
time he retired to the monastery of Saint Sabas near Jerusalem, where
he became a monk and was ordained. He died in the middle of the
eighth century.

John wrote many theological treatises in a dangerously clear and
accessible style which made the issues understandable even by non-
experts. His name was reviled and execrated by the imperial Iconoclast
party even after his death. Sometimes known as “the last of the Church
Fathers,” he was declared a Doctor of the Church by Pope Leo XIII in
1883.

...that this weekend marks the beginning
of the new Church liturgical year, Year C?
“Within the cycle of a year, the Church unfolds
the whole of the mystery of Christ, from the
Incarnation and birth until the ascension, the day
of Pentecost, and the expectation of blessed
hope and of the Lord’s return...”.

Sacrosanctum Concilium (1963), n.102

St Oscar Romero
 (1917-1980)

Former Archbishop of San
Salvador, Martyr



24 Hour Service to all suburbs 

• Home cleaning

• Strata cleaning

• Commercial cleaning 

• Grounds keeping 

Cleaning to suit your needs 

KCM Brothers’ Property Maintenance 

Australian Owned 

 6 Pitt Street Parramatta 2150 

Tel: 9687 1072 Fax: 9687 1074 

Email: wnbull@wnbull.com 

SPEEDY LOCK, BAG & 

SHOE REPAIRS PTY LTD 
KEYS CUT FROM $2.50 (Cheapest In Sydney)

Professional Shoe & Bag Repairs 

Car key & Watch battery replacements. 
Keys cut & Car key programming/cutting 

Computer Engraving 

 

Shop 12 Queensland Arcade, 

181 Church Street, Parramatta 

Email: speedykeysparramatta@gmail.com 

Simon 9891 2229 

Member, Australian Funeral Directors

 NEED a CLEANER? 

 

Servicing Parramatta & surrounding areas 

Call Mick on 0405 309 826 
www.kcmbrothers.com


