ST PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL

1 Marist Place, Parramatta NSW 2150
(02) 8839 8400 Emergency: 0407 289 360 www.stpatscathedral.com.au

Bishop of Parramatta: Most Rev Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFMConv DD

Mass Schedule

WEEKEND

6:00pm (Saturday) Vigil Mass

7:30am Morning Prayer

8:00am Mass

9:30am Mass

11:00am Solemn Mass with Cathedral Choir
6:00pm Mass

MONDAY TO FRIDAY

6:10am Morning Prayer

6:30am Mass

11:15am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
11:15am Reconciliation (till 12:15pm)

Rosary after Angelus at 12:00 noon

12:30pm Mass

SATURDAY

7:30am Morning Prayer

8:00am Mass

8:30am Reconciliation (till 9:00am)

5:00pm Sacrament of Penance (till 5:30pm)

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
Mass at 8:00am (No Adoration or Confession)

WEEKLY PRAYER GROUPS

Monday 6:30pm - Legion of Mary
Tuesday 9:30am - Christian Meditation
Tuesday 7:30pm - RCIA (Sept - April)
Friday  1:00pm - Cenacle Prayers

MONTHLY PRAYER GROUPS

First Friday Devotions: 7:00pm in Chapel

True Life in God: Last Friday @ 6:00pm in
the Cloister Cafe

OTHER GROUPS
Playgroup: Wednesdays 10:00am - 11:30am
Facebook: Parramatta St Pat’s Playgroup

Credo Youth Ministries
Contact the office or find information on
Facebook: credo.stpats
Email: credo@stpatscathedral.com.au

.|-J'E

e

Support us! Scan and
Scan to donate connect with us

22 December 2024 - Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year C)

About the “O Antiphons”

SINCE 17 DECEMBER, the Church has turned
her gaze away from the figure of John the
Baptist who heralded the coming of the Christ
toward the events leading up to the Nativity
itself. Liturgically, this has been marked by
prayers more earnestly imploring the Lord to
come, with his advent drawing nearer. Of
particular significance has been the use of the
‘O Antiphons’ which occur at the Gospel
Acclamation during mass and accompany the
Magnificat during Vespers. Interestingly enough, these are also the
basis for the verses in the famous Advent hymn, “O come, O come,
Emmanuel,” which fills our churches at this time of year.

Not much is known about the origins of the use of these verses in
liturgical celebrations, but they are nevertheless ancient, their use
becoming mainstream by the eighth century. Each antiphon highlights at
once a particular title of the Messiah (O Wisdom, O Lord (Leader), O
Root of Jesse, O Key of David, O Rising Sun, O King of the Nations, O
Emmanuel), as well as a prophecy from Isaiah about the Messiah’s
coming. If the first letter of each of the Latin words for these titles is
taken, starting from the last antiphon to the first, the Latin phrase ERO
CRAS is spelt (E[mmanuel] R[ex Gentium] O[riens] C[lavis David] R[adix
Jesse] A[donai] S[apientia]), which translates as, “tomorrow, | will
come.” In this creative way, the Church intensifies her Advent
preparation of the coming of the saviour into the world at Christmas, and
brings this season to a joyful crescendo.

Meditation upon each antiphon promises to be a most fruitful exercise, a
way of spiritually preparing for the birth of Jesus. Having done so, we
will see that when we approach the Nativity scene to worship the baby
who lays in the manger, we kneel before the Wisdom and the Word of
God, who guides all things in power and love; the Leader of the House
of Israel who gave the Law to Moses on Sinai; the Root of Jesse
prophesied by Isaiah, a sign of God'’s love for his people; the Key of
David who opens the gates of God’s Kingdom; the Radiant Dawn, the
sun of justice, the splendour of eternal light; the King of all nations;
Emmanuel, God-is-with-us. It is no mere babe who lays within.

| pray that our final preparations for Christmas will make our hearts truly
ready to receive such a one as this.

Wishing you a blessed conclusion to Advent,

Fr Tom




THE BULLETIN

STAFF CONTACT DETAILS

Dean and Administrator
Very Rev Robert Riedling EV
8839 8420 - dean@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Priest
Rev Tom Green

8839 8423 - assistantpriest@stpatscathedral.com.au

Deacon
Rev Mr David Dowling
8839 8415 - deacon@stpatscathedral.com.au

Priests in Residence
Rev Fr Van Xua (Joseph) Nguyen
Rev Fr Chinonye Akamadu

Office Hours: 9:00am - 4:00pm weekdays

Receptionist: Donna Missio (Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri)
8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au

Parish Secretary: Pat Preca (Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri)
8839 8412 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au

Cathedral Parish Manager: Mili Lee (Mon-Thu)
8839 8419 or manager@stpatscathedral.com.au

Sacramental Coordinator: Parish Team
8839 8400 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au

Director of Music: Bernard Kirkpatrick KSS
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Director of Music: Eric Grella
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Organist: Patrick Newman
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au

Liturgy Coordinator/Sacristan: Fr Tom Green
8839 8400 or assistantpriest@stpatscathedral.com.au

Youth Coordinator: Parish Team
8839 8400 or credo@stpatscathedral.com.au

Gift Shop Manager: Minnie Harb
0419 153 195 or giftshop@stpatscathedral.com.au

Sacraments

Baptisms are celebrated in the Cathedral on most
Sundays after the 11:00am Solemn Mass. Contact
the parish office to book or fill out the form on the
website.

Weddings are by appointment only.

At least six months’ notice is necessary.
Contact the Parish Secretary on 8839 8412.

First Eucharist and Confirmation
Please contact the Parish Secretary.

Hiring of Rooms

For hire of Cloister Function rooms, call the office on
8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au

Material for Bulletin
If you have something that you would like published in
the bulletin, please ensure that it is conveyed to our
Parish Secretary, Pat, by 12:00 noon on Wednesday.
Please note that material must relate to the parish and its
mission. Don't forget that businesses can advertise on
the rear page of the bulletin too!

CHRISTMAS

MASS TIMES

Tuesday, 24 December - Christmas Eve

6:00pm - Vigil (Family Mass)
9:00pm - Vigil

Midnight Mass
Starts at 11:30pm with Carols Service and
Readings
12:00 midnight - Solemn Pontifical Mass
with Cathedral Choir

Wednesday, 25 December - Christmas Day

8:00am
9:30am

11:00am
(Solemn Pontifical Mass with Cathedral Choir)

6:00pm

Giftshop Christmas Sale

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ, why not bring the
true meaning of Christmas into your home or share it with loved
ones through a beautiful Nativity set? A Nativity set serves as a
powerful reminder of the holy night when Jesus was born - a
moment of hope, love, and peace that changed the world
forever. Why not buy a Nativity set for your home or to gift
someone special this Christmas?

This week our giftshop is offering:

« 20% off all Nativity sets

« 15% off all other Christmas gifts
* 20% off T-shirts and jumpers

« 25% off various clearance items

Come in and check out these specials!
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
to Ouwn Leloved Fwiishianers

As we approach the joyous season of Christmas, we extend
our warmest wishes to each and every one of you, our
cherished parishioners. This blessed time of year offers us a
renewed opportunity to reflect on the miraculous birth of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and to embrace the profound message of
love, hope, and peace he brought into the world.

May the light of Christ's love shine brightly in your hearts and
homes this Christmas. Let us remember that the greatest gift
we can offer is the gift of love to those around us - our
families, friends, and even strangers. In the spirit of the Holy
Family, may we find strength and solace in our own families
and communities, drawing closer to one another and to God.

As we gather to celebrate the birth of our Saviour, let us also
pray for those less fortunate, for those who are suffering, and
for peace in our world. May the grace of the Holy Child,
Jesus, guide us in being instruments of his peace and love.

We look forward to celebrating this holy season with you
through our various parish Masses. Let us come together in
faith and joy, as we commemorate the wondrous gift of
Christ's birth.

Wishing you a Merry Christmas filled with the blessings of
love, joy, and peace.

With prayers and blessings,
St Patrick’s Cathedral Parramatta Clergy and Staff

Thank you from the clergy

Fr Robert, Fr Tom, Fr Joseph and Deacon David
would like to thank all those parishioners who have
been kind enough to offer their good wishes for this
Christmas Season. We thank all those who have given
us Christmas cards and generous gifts. We are
blessed to have such caring and thoughtful
parishioners here at the Cathedral. Thank you once
again and, once again, we wish you and your loved
ones a Christmas and New Year filled with God's
abundant blessings!

Christmas Mass Times around the Diocese

Christmas Mass and Reconciliation Times from parishes across Western
Sydney and the Blue Mountains are available now on our Diocesan website
(www.parracatholic.org) and on Catholic Outlook (www.catholicoutlook.org). The
Diocese of Parramatta wishes you, your families and faith communities a Merry
Christmas.



PARISH NOTICES

Weekday Mass Times post-Christmas

Please take note..

Weekday Masses from 26 December to 04 January will be held at
8:00am only. There will be no Adoration or Reconciliation on these
days, except for the usual celebration of Reconciliation at 8:30am &
5.00pm on Saturdays. First Friday devotions will resume on 07
February.

Please note that the cathedral and the precinct will be open until
6:00pm on weekdays. We will have a security guard around
throughout the day.

For emergencies, please call our emergency telephone number
0407 289 360.

Regular weekday Mass times, with Adoration and Reconciliation,
will resume on Monday 06 January.

Gift Shop Extended Hours

We are delighted to announce we will be extending trading hours
for this coming week.

We will be open on Monday and Tuesday 10.00am - 4.00pm.

A reminder that we will be closed from Christmas Day until 27
January. We will reopen on Tuesday 28 January.

If you look back a couple of pages in this bulletin you will see an
example of some of the great specials we have.

Make sure you make use of the extra shopping hours!

Red Mass - 2025

The annual Red Mass to commemorate the commencement of the
law year will again be held in the Cathedral in 2025.

This special event, celebrated by Bishop Vincent Long, is an
opportunity to come together in prayer and reflection, particularly
honouring those in the legal profession for their dedication to
justice and service.

When: Monday 03 February 2025 at 7:00pm
Where: St Patrick's Cathedral

Please send RSVP to manager@stpatscathedral.com.au

Bishop’s Christmas Appeal

Recently, our Parish was proud to support
Parramatta Catholic Foundation’s
Bishop's Christmas Appeal. Your
generosity will enable Catholic Care’s
Houses to Homes to support homeless
mothers and children with a safe place to
call home and rebuild their lives.

[=]
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You may wish to use the QR code provided, the Cathedral App or
the parish website https://stpatscathedral.com.au/donation/ by
selecting ‘Donate’ and choosing the fund ‘Bishop’s Christmas
Appeal.’

Remeber, all donations of $2.00 or more are tax deductible.

Thank you for your support!

Latin Mass - Moving to Prospect

Please note that the Latin Mass, which is currently said in the
cathedral at 9:30am on Saturday mornings, will be transferred to St
Mark's Coptic Catholic Church, 533 Reservoir Rd Prospect, where
the Latin Mass is offered daily. This change will occur at the
beginning of the new year. For more information please visit fssp-
parra.org or email Fr Sypher at admin@fssp-parra.org.

Congratulations!

Over the past week, we have welcomed into the Catholic Church
three new members: Lloyd Roach, Ben Jeffries and Graeme James.
Please keep these three men in your prayers throughout the festive
season.

News from the Cloister Cafe

The joy of Gaudete Sunday, last Sunday saw extra joy also on the
Café scene:

lan Gilbertson popped in with three containers of festive goodies
made by wife Valerie, whose treats have also been enjoyed at the
monthly barbecue Sundays.

Then Sharon arrived armed with two huge hampers of goodies to
donate to people/families in need of help and extra cheer at
Christmas.

The office staff will ensure they go to worthy recipients.
Thanks to both Sharon and Valerie.

This Sunday is the last morning
tea for 2024.

The Hospitality Group will take a
break, ready to return
reinvigorated for the Café’s
reopening on the first Sunday in
February 2025.

Team members wish everyone a
blessed and joyous celebration of
the birth of the Messiah, the
Emmanuel - God is with us!
Coordinator, Hospitality Group

SOUL HEALING

COUNSELLING SERVICES

Paula El-Husseini Mcouns)

REGISTERED NDIS PROVIDER

® 0403083 692

soulhealingcounselling.com.au B

e helloesoulhealingcounselling.com.au




PARISH NOTICES

Advent Reflection Group: Join us this final

week!

Last week, we had wonderful reflections with parishioners who joined
our online session on Monday evening, led by Fr Robert, and with
those who gathered for the in-person session on Wednesday
morning, led by Fr Tom. The discussions were meaningful, and the
shared prayer was uplifting as we journeyed together toward the
Lord’s coming.

If you haven't joined yet, you can still participate in the final session
on Monday.

o Monday, 23 December at 8:00pm via Zoom (online session)

We would like to take this opportunity to thank Fr Robert, Fr Tom, Mili
and all who participated who made this a reflective and prayerful
share space as we prepare for our Saviour's birthday.

Cathedral Office Christmas Closure

In the spirit of the festive season and to allow our staff to spend
quality time with their families, our office will be closed for a brief
period.

Closure Dates:
» The Cathedral office will close on Tuesday,
24 December at 4:00pm.
» We will reopen on Monday, 06 January.

During this period, the regular office services and administrative
support will be temporarily unavailable. We encourage everyone to
plan their visits and inquiries accordingly.

For any urgent matters during this closure, please call 0407 289
360 or refer to our website for contact details and further
information.

We apologise for any inconvenience this may cause and thank you
for your understanding and support.

We wish you a blessed and joyous Christmas season and
look forward to serving you again in the New Year!

Volunteers required - Monday 23 December
On this day, we are making our cathedral ready for the Christmas
services.

It is a wonderful tradition and it is
a privilege to be a part of
preparing our cathedral for
ourselves and visitors for the
Christmas celebrations.

If you would like to be a part of
this, we are meeting after the
12:30pm Mass on Monday 23
December in the cathedral.

Vinnies Christmas Food Bank Drive

Thank you to all those who generously donated items for the
Vinnies Christmas Drive.

Speaking to a volunteer recently, and their experience with
helping out with food distribution, we can easily forget there is
true need for a lot of families. Just having the basics of milk and
ta treat for their children can be challenging at times. Things
which a lot of us take for granted.

Please note that the appeal has now closed.

So, for all of you who donated, may God give you abundant
blessings for your generosity. Thank you.

Andy’s Christmas Lights for the...
Kids with Cancer foundation

01 - 31 December
45 Grassmere Ave, Northmead

Join Andy & Carmen in spreading joy and making a difference
this Christmas season. Visit their magical Christmas lights
display and support the Kids with Cancer Foundation by
purchasing a raffle ticket or making a donation. Every ticket you
buy goes directly to helping families with children facing cancer
and you'll get a chance to be in the draw with incredible prizes.

Raffle drawn 31 December.

Our Commitment to Safeguarding

At St Patrick’s Cathedral Parramatta, we are dedicated to
creating a safe and nurturing environment for all members
of our community, especially children and vulnerable
adults, in line with the "Parramatta Way."

The Parramatta Way of Safeguarding is to...

« Act with justice, and state that we have a zero tolerance
for any form of abuse or harm to children or any person;

« Act with justice, and ensure that laws and obligations are
upheld, and safety is paramount.

A\



PRAYER INTENTIONS

We pray for...
RCIA team and enquirers

Sick: Susan Jhun Jhun Uwala, Emerlinda Sarreal, Bernardo Dado, Monica, Sam Galea, A J Thomas, Apo Policarpio,
Michael Lilley, Fred Harb, Shirley, Patrick Slatter, Felicitas Appathurai, William Lelyveld, Martina Galea, Chris Doughty,
Antoinette Bourchdan, Ramza Ibrahim, Frank Davino, Fr Bob Bossini, Fatima Rodricks, Ray Love, Sharon Webb

Special Intentions: Jann Kirystel Sequia & family, Leonardo Perez, Mary Rose Perez Tito, Franz Tito, Michael Perez,
Bernabe Patacsil, Joaquin Patacsil, Santiago & Antonio Tito, Agnes Patacsil, Anita Ramirez, Joaquin Patacsil, Bernabe
Patacsil, Naleen, Tian & Raveen, Aidrian O’'Dombhnaill, Sony Loanzon, Fr Kevin Walsh, Tian, Abel Renjith, Melanie Magpayo,
Nikola Senjak, Stephen Senjak, Ankica Senjak, Mara Senjak & family, Zayne Bumactao, Amarra Bumactao, Viva Velasco,
Katrina Dela Cruz Velasco, Cherie, Pancho, Victor, Justin, Leo, Levi, Jasmine, Garth, Leonardo Close, Paul Peters

Deceased: Le Thu Cuc, Philip Punla, Reynaldo Saquilayan, Cedric Barretto, Hyacinth Das, Matilde Jabalde, Panfilo Jabalde
Sr., Lucy D'Mello, YT Hsu & Deanna Hsu, Vu family, Giuse Nguyen Van Thoi, R L Samy

Anniversaries: Marie Saldanha, Danny Doulub, Philip Vas, Maximina Manlangit, Boulos & Jamel Saba, Robert Dearie,
Boulos & Jamel Saba, Adelina Fernandes, Frank Maccarone, Rustica LaRosa, Marian G Ermac, Leela Cyprian, Joseph Fung

Perpetuals: Wendy A Smith, Louisa & Arthur Baxter, Paul Mahoney, Nat Fedyk, Robert Dearie, Norm Hector, Bokeyar
family, David family, Japour family, Paula Loto’aniu, Peter & Annette Van Tilburg, Margaret Angela Roberts, Sally & Frank
Martlew, Sherwood family, Pat & Jim Hartman, Mark Fletcher, Royan & Andrews families, Don & Pat Andrews, Juliet
Noronha, Dr Joseph Malouf, Abel Moses, Jimmy, Anna & Frank Grainda, Jack & June Barrett, Ann O’Brien, Watson Lee, lan
& Pat Sanders, Bill & Alice Kendall, Allan Kendall, Maria Patterson & Ellen Bancan, Hooper family, Giuseppina & Giovanni
Rechichi, Mary Coady, Mary & Jack White, Vincent & Rebecca Vella, Walter Townsend, Ferris Grugeon, Mcinherny, White,
McWilliam & McGuckin families, Mary Abela, Robert Andrews, Sylvester family, Rogan family, Adcock & McMillan families,
Love family, Gabrielle Baker, Paula Cowling, McDermott & Starr families, Repose of the Souls in Purgatory and all deceased
parishioners of St Patrick’s and St Monica’s

&
BAPTISMS &5 POPE FRANCIS’

We welcome into our Catholic Christian family the .
following children who were recently baptised here... Prayer Intention

- _ _ for December
Nicolai Danaila, Aubrey Fleming

& Rafael Nirthanakumaran

WEDDINGS (6 N For pilgrims of hope

“We pray that this Jubilee Year strengthen our
faith, helping us to recognise the Risen Christ

in our daily lives, and that it may transform us
Emma Awad & Jason Haddad into pilgrims of Christian hope.”

We also pray for the following couple recently married
here...

From Pope Frandis... “Advent is a time of grace to free ourselves from the false belief that we

Bluesky post dated are self-sufficient, to confess our sins and welcome God’s pardon, and to

15 December ask forgiveness from those we have offended.”



Saint of the Week
27 December - St John (Apostle, Evangelist)

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, were nicknamed by Jesus
“the sons of thunder.” John is involved in many of the central
events of Jesus’ life, including the Transfiguration, the Crucifixion,
and the discovery of the Resurrection. He is “the disciple whom
Jesus loved” and the one to whom he confided the care of his
mother Mary.

He is mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles; later he was exiled to
the island of Patmos. He is said to have died at Ephesus.

He wrote a Gospel, three Epistles, and the Book fo the
Apocalypse, otherwise known as the Book of Revelation.

ol de £ g

Information: Universalis

“Quote of the Week” Did You Know...?
“Answer, O Virgin, answer the angel speedily; | ...that Christmas has four complete
rather, through the angel, answer your Lord. Masses devoted to it?
Speak the word, and receive the Word; offer Each of these Masses is scheduled for different
what is yours, and conceive what is of God, times around Christmas: the Vigil on Christmas
give what is temporal, and embrace what is Eve, Christmas Night, Dawn, and during
eternal. Why delay? Why tremble? Believe, Christmas Day. It is worthwhile looking at the
speak, receive!” I readings and T

Gospels chosen for
the different
Masses to see how
we can view this
important Solemnity
in various ways.

St Bernard of Clairvaux
(1090-1153)
Abbot, Theologian and
Doctor of the Church
In Praise of the Virgin Mother

ST PATRICK'S
OPENING TUESDAY TO FRIDAY - 10:00AM TO 3:00PM
SUNDAY - 9:00AM TO 1:00PM
HOURS MONDAY & SATURDAY - CLOSED

Murphy House, 1 Marist Place, Parramatta

Web: www.stpatricksgiftshop.com | Phone: 0419153 195 | Email: giftshop@stpatscathedral.com.au
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AXLES SPEEDY LOCK, BAG & . ‘
PRIVING SCHOOL SHOE REPAIRS PTY LTD GHEMIST
WAREHOUSE
JAMES FoLEY [
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LATE MODEL VEHICLE

et JAMES@AXLESORIVINGSCHOOL.COM.AU
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AVAILABLE 7 DAYS

KEYS CUT FROM $2.50 (Cheapest In Sydney) 3 MEGASTORES
Professional Shoe & Bag Repairs IN PARRAMATTA
Car key & Watch battery replacements. N o RTH
Keys cut & Car key programming/cutting P AR R A M ATT A

Computer Engraving

Simon 9691 2229 NOW OPEN

Shop 12 Queensland Arcade, 4(5c<gnnco!.rli=£§&ccuﬂcg.)r

(02) 8381 4566
181 Church Street, Parramatta

Email: speedykeysparramatta@gmail.com

* Home cleaning

- Strata cleaning

« Commercial cleaning
« Grounds keeping

Cleaning to suit your needs

KCM Brothers’ Property Maintenance

Servicing Parramatta & surrounding areas

www.kcmbrothers.com

NEED a CLEANER?

Call Mick on 0405 309 826

MCAULEYLAWYERS.COM. AU

Westfield PARRAMATTA
LEVEL 1 FOOD COURT
C 9673 8056

MtA U L E Y 202P$4CHU1|;:¢|ST

LAWYERS 96350488

PRESENT THIS VOUCHER TO RECEIVEA

FREE GIFT

WITH ANY STORE PURCHASE

ONLY REDEEMABLE AT GRANVILLE, EASTWOOD, EPPING, CARLINGFORD,
T [(02) 9633 1826 | M 0413 B53 331 PENNANTHILLS AND ALL PARRAMATTA STORES

Personal Injury

Commercial &
Froperty Disputes

Deceased Estates

REAL ESTATE
Want to Sell or Lease
your property?

FINANCE
Want to get your finance
at the most competitive
rates?

David Dowling
0421 051 029
david.dowling@raywhite.com

RayWhite.

Loan

GALLERIA PIETRA

NATURAL & ENGINEERED STONE

DOMESTIC - COMMERCIAL - MONUMENTAL
DESIGN - SUPPLY - INSTALL - REPAIR

GEORGE GITTANY 0418 288 377
stone@galleriapietra.com.au

GALLERIA PIETRA GALLERIA PIETRA
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NATURAL STONE MONUMENTS




