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May we be bearers of hope,
reflecting Christ’s light
in our troubled world.

D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 4 | I S S U E  1 2 1















































The fall of darkness brings a hush with it.
The hustle and bustle of the day recedes.

The lights of the church shine out in welcome.
There’s excitement in the air.

Whatever strife still troubles the world,
the birth of Christ promises peace and joy.

In an obscure outpost of the Roman Empire,
at a time when there were no obvious grounds for hope,

a child is born in mysterious, possibly scandalous, circumstances.

A child born of heaven and earth,
of flesh and spirit,

of time and eternity.

A child who would become the light of the world.
A child whose life would end in apparent failure,

only for it to be transformed into a glorious triumph.
A child whose birth prompts us to sing,

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD — NIGHT

Glory to God in the highest
And on earth, peace to people of good will.

Quote taken from commentary for Midnight Mass
BREAK OPEN THEWORD, THE BOOK FOR READERS 2024


