
 

 

St Patrick's Cathedral Parramatta    
Cathedral Office: 1  Marist Place  Parramatta  NSW   2150 

Telephone 02 8839 8400    Web: http://www.stpatscathedral.com.au  

From the Dean’s Desk 
In this week’s Gospel [Luke 13:1-9] we have 

perhaps the most baffling mix of scriptural 

passages in his entire Gospel.  This passage 

begins with two events that have very little 

historical basis [v.1-5] and ends with a parable 

about a fig tree [v.6-9]. The connection at first seems rather 

tenuous but when we delve into the message of this passage we 

can obtain a deep and practical advice for our Lenten journey.  

The question of whether disasters that befall people are 

connected in any way with the level of sinfulness in their lives has 

always been a well debated topic in the Bible and within society.  

There were many theories about the events of September 11th, 

2001 that suggested that the destruction of the Twin Towers was 

some divine retribution on America, as it was, at the time 

debating the overturning of their abortion laws and the general 

moral complacency that was part of the American culture at the 

time.  The same line of thought is engaged when various natural 

disasters occur.  The Bible also entertains this line of thinking. 

Deuteronomy Chapters 28-30 hold some interesting insights into 

the idea that blessings come to the one who is obedient to God’s 

ways that curses are the lot of those who disregard God’s voice.   

The Book of Job also holds onto this mentality.  The disasters that 

become part of Job’s life are interpreted by his neighbours as 

some type of divine payback for sinfulness on the part of Job [8:2-

22].  The debate involving the man born blind in John’s Gospel has 

the disciples asking Jesus: ‘Rabbi, who sinned for this man to be 

born blind: himself or his parents?” [9:2]. Our spiritual experience 

tells us otherwise:  God does not bring about disasters in order to 

reprimand or punish humanity.  These are part of the natural 

human story.  God appeals to our better judgement through our 

consciences.  

Today’s Gospel passage is one that evokes discussion about 

repentance from sin rather than the retribution that can be 

levelled at God for disasters occurring in our lives.  This theme of 

repentance is strongly seen in the parable about the fig tree [Luke 

13:6-9].  With the scarcity of good soil in Palestine it was not 

unusual to see fig trees and the like sharing the same soil as vines.  

The point of the parable is not that the fig tree produced bad 

fruit, but rather that it produced no fruit at all.   

The tree depends very much on external elements for its survival: 

nutrients from the soil, sunlight for the leaves; moisture from the 

sky and the soil. All this is received in order for the tree to 

produce its fruit.  If it does not, then we can assume that 

something is wrong, and that it deserves to be cut down because 

it is taking up valuable space and not producing anything in 

return.  Here the vinedresser argues with the owner who is intent 

on cutting down the fig tree, for him to be given time to nurture 

and tend it so that it may produce fruit the following year [v.6-9].  

 

In applying this parable to our lives, we can see that the call for us 

is to remain open and receptive to the gifts that God gives us in 

order for us to produce the fruits of good works, proper prayer 

and devotion to God.  The essence of this parable is that God is 

always there as the gardener to give us another chance to grow 

and produce fruit.  Again, all that remains on our part is to be 

receptive to what God gives us.    

The central call at the beginning of the Lenten season was for us 

to REPENT – to turn away from sin and to live out our lives with 

the elements of fasting, almsgiving and prayer as prominent 

aspects of our lives and spirituality.  These three elements when 

attended to in a mature and consistent manner can produce great 

spiritual fruits.  There is a great deal available to us to assist in the 

nurturing of good, solid spiritual fruitfulness this Lent and always.  

If we find that we are not producing the proper fruit, then it may 

be a case that we are not feeding our lives with the proper 

spiritual nutrients.  As we continue in our Lenten journey, we 

need to ask ourselves whether we are able to produce ‘fruit’ at 

the end of Lent.  Have we been receptive to what God has given 

us?  Or have we wasted such occasions for growth?  We are the 

ones who ultimately decide the source and content of our 

spiritual food.   May this Lent see us basking in the richness of our 

spiritual traditions and so continue to produce good spiritual 

food.  Forgiveness of sin through our repentance is always 

available to us through the loving mercy of our God.   

Fr Robert Bossini,  

Dean and Parish Priest 
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ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL 

WEEKLY TIMETABLE 

SUNDAY 

  6.00pm      Saturday Vigil Mass 

  7.30am      Morning Prayer 

  8.00am      Mass 

  9.30am      Mass   

 11.00am     Solemn Mass with Cathedral Choir 

  6.00pm      Mass 

MONDAY  TO  FRIDAY 

   6.15am     Morning Prayer 

   6.30am     Mass 

  11.15am    Exposition 

  11.15am   Sacrament of Penance (till 12.20pm) 

         (Mon, Wed & Fri) 

         Rosary after Angelus at midday 

  12.30pm   Mass 

SATURDAY 

   7.30am      Morning Prayer 

   8.00am      Mass 

   9.30am      Mass in ExtraOrdinary Form  

   8.30am      Sacrament of Penance (till 9am) 

   5.00pm      Sacrament of Penance (till 5:30pm) 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 

Mass at 8.00am (No Adoration or Confession) 

Download our App: SPCPP on Android or Apple 

Facebook - St Patrick’s Cathedral 

Website: www.stpatscathedral.com.au  

Weddings by appointment only. 

Cloister Function Room  - Ph: 8839 8400  

Baptisms are celebrated in the Cathedral on 

Sundays.  Download baptism form at 

www.stpatscathedral.com.au 

St Vincent de Paul Society  

Family Assistance - 1800 606 724 

Credo Youth Ministries 
Facebook: credo.stpats 
Email: credo@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Playgroup: Wednesdays9.30am-11.00am 

Facebook: Parramatta St Pat’s Playgroup 

Christian Meditation 

Tuesdays - 9.30am-10.30am - Parish Office 

Legion of Mary - Mondays at 6.30pm-8.00pm  

St Patrick’s Gift Shop (located in Murphy House) 

Tues 10am-2pm Wed-Fri  - 10.00am-4pm  

Sun 9am-2pm Closed Mon & Sat 

Email: giftshop@stpatscathedral.com.au 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

March 

Sun  24  Third Sunday of Lent - Year C  

  Readings:  Yr C: Ex 3:1-8, 13-15; 1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12; Lk 13:1-9 

Mon 25  The Annunciation of the Lord  Solemnity 

 

NON LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

March 

Thur 28  Novena to Mary Full of Grace - 7.00pm-8.00pm - Chapel 

Fri 29  Stations of the Cross— 6pm - 6.45pm- Cloister 

  Lectio Divina -  7pm –8pm - Blessed Sacrament Chapel 

  Bach Akademie Australia presents ASCENSION 

  (www.bachakademieaustralia.com.au) 

April 

Fri 5  First Friday Devotion - Adoration led by Credo - 6.30pm-7.30pm 

 

LENT AT ST PAT’S  
 

Cathology - A Lenten podcast series with Fr Bob is now available on the Cathedral 

App or by visiting www.cathologyministries.com 
 

Stations of the Cross  
Come walk the way of the cross and reflect on the passion of our Lord each Friday 
in Lent at 6pm in the cloister. 
 

You can also pick up a Stations of the Cross book from the Cathedral link if you wish 
to walk the Stations of the Cross at other times. 
 

Lectio Divina  
Lectio Divina  (sacred reading) is a form of contemplative prayer in the monastic 
tradition, based on the meditative reading of Sacred Scripture. The devotion 
consists of various components (reading, meditation, prayer, and contemplation), 
and is designed to make our hearts and minds receptive to God’s voice through 
scripture, and in this way, to allow us to develop a more intimate relationship with 
the Lord.  
Lectio Divina will be held each Friday in Lent from 7pm to 8pm in the chapel. 
Matthew Bretania will be leading the session on March 29. 
 
Lenten Reflection 
Fr Bob has prepared Lenten Reflections for home and personal reading to help us in  
the Lenten journey. These are available from the narthex.  
 

White Elephant TODAY 
Bargain hunters come prepared.  All our White Elephant  stock that 

did not sell last week is being practically given away after the 9.30am 

and 11.00am masses today.  Come and grab a bargain.   

For the sick: Shane, K Donovan, Pat Andrews, Paul Peters, Lina Sanawe, Milly Scott, Georgette Fadel, Z Avila, D Cayetano Sr., A Batur 

Special Intentions: Maria Lipec, Mary Lipec, M Lovett, S.E. Foo, P.S. Chen, N Senjak, A Bugo, P Loto’aniu, R Rodricks, D Rodricks, Van, Fr Bob, P & M Lombardi, 

Toole family, P Toole, Kimberly & Kevin Urquia, J Juinio, Juliet Paul, S Bui, June Barratt, K Kalac, Naleen 

Rec. Dec: Pearl Schroeder, Nam Keen Sean, J Phelan, V Rasmussen, Leslie Niblett, John Trute 

Deceased: Juliet Noronha, Maroun & D Maait, Zeaiter families, Safadi family, Vanweringin family, Dinh Chu Ho, Thi XD Hoang, D Ledang, A Nguyen 

Death Anniversaries: John Noronha, M Melide, S Hepper, I Pavlovec, J Lipec, A Ramirez,  L Quinalayo, A Limbo, P Hartman, G Rodricks, B Rodricks, A 

Alangarasamy, Mary Asumpta, Watson Lee, M Thayyil, Judy Gallagher, Abanag & Cabuenos family, Arturo Gabonada, Geoff Stanley 

Perpetuals:  Norm Hector, Sally & Frank Martlew, Sherwood Family,  Pat & Jim Hartman, Norm Hector, Ryan & Andrews families, Don Andrews, Juliet Noronha, Dr 

Joseph Malouf, Abel Moses, Jimmy & Anna & Frank Grainda, Frank Agostino, Bernadette Melhen and Sally Boujandy, Jack Barrett, Ann O’Brien, Ian & Pat Sanders, Bill 

& Alice Kendall , Allan Kendall, Maria Patterson & Ellen Bancan, Giuseppina & Giovanni Rechichi, Mary Coady, Mary & Jack White, Vincent & Rebecca Vella, Walter 

Townsend, Watson Lee, Ferris Grugeon, McInherny, White, McWilliam and McGuckin families, Mary Abela, Robert Andrews, Sylvester Family, Rogan Family, Adcock, 

McMillan families, Love family, Hooper family, Gabrielle Baker, Paula Cowling, McDermott & Starr families, Repose of the Souls in Purgatory, Deceased Parishioners of 

St Patrick’s and St Monica’s. 



 

 

St Patrick’s Day Festival   

Thank you  Thank you  Thank you  Thank you   
Last Sunday we held St Patrick’s Festival in the hall. A bit 

soggy underfoot.  But the weather did not reflect the mood 

of the crowd.  We had an amazing day starting with the 

unveiling of the Aboriginal plaque; followed by live 

entertainment: Irish Dancers and a band.  Food was in 

abundance and the white elephant, book, gelato 

and cake stalls did a roaring trade. 

Thank you to ALL our volunteers who worked 

tirelessly throughout the day.  Absolutely would 

not have been so successful without your help. 

 

Raffle Ticket Winners - 

Congratulations 

1st Prize Helen Donkin 

2nd Prize Frank Duff 

3rd Prize Lafo Maria 

4th Prize Steven Abraham 

5th Prize Raja Tayeh 

Thank you to the hundreds of people who donated, sold and 

bought raffle tickets - God bless you. 

 

Novena to Mary Full of Grace 
When  Thursday 28 March 

Where  Blessed Sacrament Chapel 

Time   7.00pm - 8.00pm 

You are most welcome to join us in reciting the Rosary’s 

Sorrowful Mysteries.  Our prayers, hymns and period of 

reflection will focus on the Penitential Season of Lent. 

Enquiries Silvana Rechichi  0478 510 324 or  

  Marian Polizzi  9630 4019/0418 978730 

 

The next issue of St Pat’s Matters is… 

now in the pipeline! 

Come on! Join the early birds who have already 

submitted articles.  Articles for our parish 

magazine are welcomed AT ANY TIME.  

So seize the opportunity to share stories about your faith, 

family, ministry, parish history and special events.  

Email to balmap5@bigpond.com or leave it at the parish 

office marked “for St Pat’s Matters”. 

All going well, the next issue will be due out after Easter. 

 

Social Media at St Pat’s 
Catholic Theology - Fr Bob and Matt Bretania are 
conducting weekly podcasts.  You can find these at 
www.cathologyministries.com 
Also, check out the latest electronic issue of Catholic Outlook 
https://catholicoutlook.org/parish-profile-st-patricks-
cathedral-parish-parramatta/  to get an insight on the 
thoughts and ideas from the parish clergy and staff. 

Credo Youth Events 
Junior Credo - For primary school children 

Friday 5th April: 5pm - 6pm, small hall (last one for the term). 

 

Teen Credo and Credo Young Adults 

Friday 5th April: 6pm 

Join us at 6pm as we lead the parish through the Stations of 

the Cross and Adoration. 

7:30pm: Lectio Divina in the hall, led by Youth Leader, Matt. 

 

Lenten Foodbank – JRS Arrupe Community 
“6 Weeks of Lent - Give 6 Things” 

We are half way through our appeal and the generosity of 

our parishioners never ceases to amaze.  Thank you.   

Thanks also to the person who left a cash donation.  JRS is 

very grateful. 

This week we are requested to donate:- 

Tin of Lentils 
(not brand specific) 

 

CARITAS — Project Compassion  

Peter is thrilled to now have clean water on tap at his 

boarding school. Long walks to unsafe water sources were 

tiring for Peter, who is living with a disability. With more free 

time and fewer illnesses caused by dirty water, Peter can 

fulfil his hope of focusing on his studies, providing him with a 

brighter future. Project Compassion boxes and envelopes are 

available from the narthex and in the Cathedral . Please take 

one and support the work of Caritas. 

 

Parishioner Achievements 
Long time parishioner who was instrumental in reigniting St 

Patrick’s Playgroup a few years ago,  Elizabeth Scully put her 

hand up to represent the Parramatta community at the 2019 

State Election.   Good luck Elizabeth, we wish you and your 

family well. 

 

Mulch for the Garden 
We have plenty of mulch left over from the pruning of a 

grand old tree.  Feel free to bring your trailer/ute.  It is 

located near the entrance to the parish office.  Call first so we 

can open the gates (M-F 8.30am-5.00pm). 

St Patrick’s Gift Shop  
We stock, religious goods and Ethical Products to celebrate 

Sacraments and other special moments in your life. 
 

OPEN: 
Tuesday 10am –2pm,   Wed to Friday 10am –4pm 
Sunday 9am –2pm. 
CLOSED:    
Mondays and Saturdays. 

Break Open the WORD - 1/2 price 

https://catholicoutlook.org/parish-profile-st-patricks-cathedral-parish-parramatta/
https://catholicoutlook.org/parish-profile-st-patricks-cathedral-parish-parramatta/


 

 

School Readiness (3-5 year olds) &  

Primary School Tuition (K-6) specialists. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Michelle 0402 335 527 

 

Australian Owned 

SPEEDY SHOE SERVICE 

Shoe Repairs Key Cutting  Computer Engraving 

 

Bring your KEY CUTTING JOBS, 

    your  SHOES needing repairs and all 

  your ENGRAVING needs along to 

SIMON 

9891 2229 

for the most efficient and cost effective job. 

Special prices on all key cutting jobs (house, car, gar-

age etc.) starting from $2.50 (cheapest in town)The 

Queensland Arcade 

Phone  9891 2229  or  

email  speedyengraving@yahoo.com 

ALL PIANO SERVICES 

Anthony Lette & Sons 

Since 1958 

 

TUNING, RESTORATION &  

REPAIRS 

TO PIANOS, PIANOLAS 

GRANDS & REED ORGANS 
PTTG Members.  All Areas 

9631 3582 
e:  allpianoservices@gmail.com 

32 Cornelia Road, Toongabbie 

AVANTI  

FLORISTS 
Florists to the Cathedral 

Wedding Package Deals  
with a free gift for Cathedral brides 

Funeral Tribute 

Flowers & Gifts for every occasion  

Phone & Fax 9891 4040 

www.avantiflorist.com.au 

 

NEED a CLEANER? 

• Home cleaning 

• Strata cleaning 

• Commercial cleaning  

• Grounds keeping 

  KCM Brother’s Property Maintenance 

Servicing Parramatta & surrounding areas 

Call Mick on 0405 309 826 

Cleaning to suit your needs 

  

6 Pitt Street Parramatta 2150 

Tel:  9687 1072 Fax:  9687 1074 

24 Hour Service to all suburbs 

 

Office Hours: (By appointment only) 

Mon, Wed, Thu, Fri: 6:00 PM–9:00 PM  

Phone: 0426 508 696 

Address: Suite 11, 2 O’Connell St. Parramatta 

DIA LINN BUSINESS SERVICES 

Book an appointment by phone, email or through our website. 

• Tax return for individual, company, 
partnership, SMSF & trust. 

• Special taxes (CGT, BAS, IAS, FBT) 

• Other services - Accounting, tax planning 


