
Catholic guilt?

1 Marist Place, Parramatta  NSW  2150 

WEEKLY PRAYER GROUPS 
Monday   6:30pm - Legion of Mary
Tuesday  9:30am - Christian Meditation 
Tuesday  7:30pm - RCIA (Sept - April)
Friday      1:00pm - Cenacle Prayers 

MONTHLY PRAYER GROUPS
 

First Friday Devotions: 7:00pm in Chapel
True Life in God: Last Friday @ 6:00pm in
the Cloister Cafe

(02) 8839 8400    Emergency: 0407 289 360    www.stpatscathedral.com.au 

OTHER GROUPS 
Playgroup: Currently in recess
 

Credo Youth Ministries 
Contact the office or find information on 
Facebook: credo.stpats 
Email: credo@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Friends of St Patrick’s Cemetery:
stpatscemeterynp.com

WEEKENDS 
6:00pm (Saturday) Vigil Mass 
7:30am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Mass 
9:30am Mass 
11:00am Solemn Mass with Cathedral Choir
6:00pm Mass 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
6:10am Morning Prayer 
6:30am Mass 
11:15am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
11:15am Reconciliation (till 12:15pm) 
Rosary after Angelus at 12:00 noon 
12:30pm Mass 

SATURDAY 
7:30am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Mass 
8:30am Reconciliation (till 9:00am) 
5:00pm Reconciliation (till 5:30pm) 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
8:00am Mass (No Adoration or Confessions) 

Mass Schedule

Scan and 
connect with us

Support us!
Scan to donate

Bishop of Parramatta: Most Rev Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv, DD 

Wishing you a blessed week ahead,   
Fr Tom

IT WAS ONLY  last century that the phrase “catholic
guilt” emerged in common parlance. What it referred
to was the Church’s moral demands and its
emphasis on repentance and the confession of sins.
In teaching these things, perhaps the beauty and the
consolation of this aspect of our faith was neglected
for an over emphasis on all the bad things I have to
avoid. Rather than teaching positively about what the
Christian moral and spiritual life consisted in, there
may have been, in some quarters, a more negative
approach—thou shall not! In recent weeks, the 

28 September 2025 - 26  Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C) th

Today’s readings continue the theme.  The prophet Amos warns that those who
are experiencing comfort and indulging themselves will be the first of the people
to be exiled into a foreign land.  In the gospel, Jesus’ parable about the rich man
and Lazarus admonishes those that have likewise enjoyed their life at the
expense of the poor that they will be exiled from the comforts of heaven when
they die. 
 
The scriptures speak strongly about these matters and can leave us feeling
guilty.  This can be a good thing.  That sense of guilt is given to us in order to
drive us to repentance.  But if our conscience is clear with respect to the moral
issues that have been emphasised lately, then I have no need to feel his way. 
What then can these readings offer?   
 
We must not think that we cannot have comfort, that the good things of this life
cannot under any circumstances be enjoyed.  The Lord is not trying to scare us
into heaven or make us feel guilty for the good life that we have received, which
is after all, what he himself has provided for us.  Today’s readings and those like
them are meant to help us to realise that the way we live our lives now has
consequences of what our life will be like in eternity; that once we die, we no
longer have any say about how things will be.  The rich man in the gospel is trying
to talk his way out of the situation he has found himself in, but the point is that he
had his chances to do good, but he neglected them.  Opportunities to do well are
given to us in every moment every day.  That’s a very consoling thing, in the end. 
The Lord wants us in heaven with him and so he gives us all these opportunities
to choose for it now.  The invitation is there, it is up to us what we will do with it.   

readings from the lectionary have tended to focus on those things that we ought
not to do, with an especial focus on the way we use our money and material
wealth. Perhaps this focus on the bad things we need to avoid has left people
leaving mass, their hearts not filled with that consolation and refreshment they
sought but weighed down with a sense of “catholic guilt.” 



Parish Coordinator: Pascarl El-Hage (Mon - Fri)
8839 8419 or coordinator@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Parish Secretary: Donna Missio (Mon, Wed, Fri) 
8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au

Parish Secretary: Pat Preca (Tue, Thu, Fri)
8839 8412 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au

Sacramental Coordinator: Parish Team 
8839 8400 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Director of Music: Bernard Kirkpatrick KSS 
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Assistant Director of Music: Eric Grella 
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Organist: Patrick Newman
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au

Liturgy Coordinator: Jorel Mateo 
8839 8400 or liturgy@stpatscathedral.com.au

Youth Coordinator: Fr Tom Green 
8839 8400 or credo@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Gift Shop Manager: Contact Parish Office
8839 8400 or giftshop@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Hiring of Rooms
For hire of Cloister Function rooms, call the office on
8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Sacraments
Baptisms are celebrated in the Cathedral on most 
Sundays after the 11:00am Solemn Mass, at around
12:45pm. Contact the parish office to book or fill out
the form on the website.
Weddings are by appointment only.
At least six months’ notice is necessary. 
Contact the Parish Secretary on 8839 8412.
 

First Eucharist and Confirmation 
Please contact the Parish Secretary

 Office Hours: 9:00am - 4:00pm weekdays 

STAFF CONTACT DETAILS 
Dean and Administrator 
Very Rev Robert Riedling EV
8839 8420 - dean@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Priest 
Rev Tom Green 
8839 8423 - assistantpriest@stpatscathedral.com.au

Deacon 
Rev Mr David Dowling 
8839 8415 - deacon@stpatscathedral.com.au

Priest in Residence 
Rev Dr Philip Alesin

 Material for Bulletin 
If you have something that you would like published in the
bulletin, please ensure that it is conveyed to our Parish
Secretary, Pat, by 12:00 noon on Thursday. Please note
that material must relate to the parish and its mission. 
Don’t forget that businesses can also advertise on the rear
page (fees apply).

THE BULLETIN
Open Arms of St Patrick’s Parish

Our Spring Bazaar on 14 September was a great success, raising just over $8,000
on the day, thanks to the generous spirit of so many of our parishioners and the
Parramatta community. This financial and spiritual support for our Open Arms
parish project to sponsor a refugee family is heartening and follows the teachings
of Our Lord to show love and support to our neighbours. We look forward to
introducing our refugee family after they arrive, hopefully in mid-November.
Open Arms have just two more fund-raising activities this year and we hope you
are able to continue to give us your support.

There will be a SAUSAGE SIZZLE on Sunday 12 October after the 9:30am and
11:00am Masses. Kenthurst Rotary Club has kindly offered to bring their famous
catering van to the Cathedral. Their impressive van is used for fundraising, feeding
the homeless and at Rural Fire Service operations. Along with the barbecue, there
will be drinks and cakes available for sale.

On Saturday 15 November the Social Justice committee of St Patrick’s Parish will
be staffing the barbecue at Bunnings, 316 Victoria Rd, Rydalmere. We would love
you to come along and support the fundraising event. We know how much
everyone loves wandering around in Bunnings!

Dianne Starkey (Coordinator of Open Arms - 0408161443), Sebastian Villafana
(Deputy Coordinator), Angela Hansford, Macnos Mutano and Malcolm Freame

Daylight Savings Sunday 5 October
Remember to turn clocks forward on Saturday

evening.

Cathedral Organ Recital –
Monday 29th September @
2.00pm
This year, St. Patrick’s Cathedral is hosting
the annual conference of the Organ
Historical Trust of Australia on Monday 29th
September.
As part of the conference, some of our
young cathedral organists and musicians,
Patrick Newman, Dominic Hart, Adriel
Sukumar & Rita Tang (Cello) will present a
short 30 minute recital on our historic organ,
commencing at 2.00pm.
Parishioners are most welcome to attend and hear our talented young musicians
in performance.
Entry is free!
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THE BULLETIN
St Pat’s Matters

 

There's a number of events coming up. Can you write
about one of them for the final issue of the year?
There's the wedding anniversary Mass on 26 October,
the Catechist Mass and awards, Lifted Live in the
Cathedral forecourt, the commissioning Mass for ACYF
leaders, and more! And let's not forget Christmas! What
does it mean to you? Share your stories and reflections
at stpatsmatters@stpatscathedral.com.au. 

“Window on the World’s Religions”
“Window on the World’s Religions” provides an opportunity to listen
and learn through personal encounter and dialogue with members of
Hindu faith, the fastest growing religion in Australia and the second
largest religion other than Christianity in Western Sydney; and
members of the Sikh faith, the fourth largest religion in Western
Sydney other than Christianity. 
 

Time & Date: 6:00 pm Thursday, 09 October
Venue: Bishop Bede Heather Centre, 1-5 Marion Street, Blacktown
Fee: $10.00 to assist with catering.
Registration: https://events.humanitix.com/window-on-the-worlds-
religions

First Holy Communion Process
The Sacramental Team at St Patrick’s Cathedral invites you to enrol your child in
the Sacraments of Penance (Confession/Reconciliation). This will take place
through a parish-based and family-centred process. That means that it is you who
do the preparation with your child but we help you with this through a process of
guided reflection. 
 

In order to explain the way preparation takes place, you are invited to attend an
Information Evening. This session will provide you with an opportunity to decide
whether this is the right time for you to begin this with your child. 
 

The Information Session will be held on Monday 20 October at 7:30pm at 
St Patrick’s Cathedral Parish Hall, 1 Marist Pl, Parramatta. 
 

Registration will be open from the following day, Tuesday 21 October. Details will
be given about the process at the Information Session. 

Enrolment will take place at the 9:30am Mass on Sunday 26 October.
 

To be eligible for preparation at this time your child must be 7 years of age by
01 July 2025 (this year). While this is the minimum age for children to join in  
preparation it is important to note that there is no
particular age for children who have been
baptised as infants to begin preparation for
Penance and First Eucharist, other than the
minumum age noted above. It is important that
you as parents discern if your child is ready and
not be swayed by the fact that your child is now in
a particular class at school, eg. Year Three. 
Please note - Registration for First Holy Communion will be available early 2026.
For further information about registration and preparation for the Sacraments of
Penance and First Eucharist, please contact Parish Secretary, Pat Preca at
secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au 



PARISH NOTICES

The Parramatta Way of Safeguarding is to...
Act with justice, and state that we have a zero tolerance for any form of abuse or harm to children or any person;
Act with justice, and ensure that laws and obligations are upheld, and safety is paramount.

Our Commitment to Safeguarding
At St Patrick’s Cathedral Parramatta, we are dedicated to creating a safe and nurturing environment for all members of our
community, especially children and vulnerable adults, in line with the "Parramatta Way." 

RCIA - Come Journey With Us...
Our Cathedral parish has recommenced the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (RCIA) process and are next meeting on Tuesday
23 September at 7:30pm in the Cathedral Hall.

The RCIA is a spiritual journey designed for adults who are
considering becoming Catholic, particularly those who have not
yet been baptised. It is a time of reflection, prayer, and learning,
where individuals are invited to explore the richness of our
Catholic faith and discern whether God is calling them to enter
into full communion with the Church.

For more information or to express interest, please contact the team
at rcia@stpatscathedral.com.au or call the Cathedral
office on 8839 8400. Let’s work together to extend Christ’s
invitation to those seeking him, and help them embark on this
beautiful path of faith.

Stay connected with our Parish!
Don't forget to download the St Pat’s Parish App
to receive the latest news, event updates, Mass
times, and more - right at your fingertips. If you
need help, please contact the parish office.

Email scams
We are all aware of the prevalence of scammers across our digital
lives these days, and the Church is not immune, nor those
associated with it. There have been a few recent instances of
people receving emails purported to come from one of the
cathedral clergy, asking to make contact via a return email. Always
check the email address if you receive an email from the clergy or
the parish office. It will always be from a “stpatscathedral.com.au”
or “parracatholic.org” address. If you are unsure, please contact
the parish office to check if an email was sent legitimately.

Fr Vincent Ojo
Fr Vincent Ojo has joined our community in the cathedral
presbytery. Fr Vincent, from Nigeria and a friend of Fr Philip, is in
Sydney on sabbatical but you will see him from time to time
assisting Fr Tom and me when needed. I am not certain how long
Fr Vincent will be here but will pass on further details when they
come to hand. In the meantime, I know you will make Fr Vincent
welcome to St Patrick’s!
                                                                                        Fr Robert

Bazaar Raffle Prizes
Most of the prizes from the Spring Bazaar raffle have been given to
the winners but there are still some to be picked up from the parish
office. Dianne has spoken to most of the winners who are aware
that they need to pick them up at the office.

There were two prizes in the children's raffle where we have been
unable to contact the winners. One was a purple ticket D10 with the
name Ambreen but no phone number. There was also a Purple
ticket D31 where there was neither a name nor a phone number
recorded. Could the two people holding those tickets please
contact the parish office to claim their prizes.

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) update
At our September meeting we expressed appreciation for many
recent events at the Cathedral supported by volunteers and
parishioners, such as the Alpha program now concluded, and the
very successful parish Bazaar. 
 

We also reviewed initiatives which are launching soon, so keep
your eye on the parish bulletin for information.  
 

One of these initiatives is a formation session in late October for
ministry leaders and volunteers. We hope this "returning to the well"
brings refreshment for the labourers in the vineyard. 
 

Send us your thoughts or speak with us in person: Kerry Giumelli
(Chair), Claire Pospischil (Deputy Chair), Aileen Bernardo, Martin
Graham (Secretary), Susanna Loto'aniu, Helena Roumanus, Anne
Stanton, John Starkey, with (ex officio) Fr Robert, Fr Tom, Dn Dave,
and Pascarl El-Hage. Email: ppc@stpatscathedral.com.au

Fr Robert on Pilgrimage and Leave
Fr Robert will be away for four weeks from this weekend, returning
on Friday 24 October. We wish him safe travels as he travels as a
pilgrim to Rome and Assisi with Bishop Vincent, some executive
staff from Catholic schools in the Parramatta Diocese and a few
Chancery staff. Following the time in Italy, Fr Robert will be taking
some annual leave and retreat time before his return.

First Friday - 03 October @ 7:00pm
We warmly invite you to join us for our First Friday Devotion this
Friday, 03 October, starting at 7:00pm in the chapel. This is a
special time to come together in prayer, reflection, and devotion.
All are welcome!

mailto:ppc@stpatscathedral.com.au


WEDDINGS   

BAPTISMS 

We welcome into our Catholic Christian family the
following children who were recently baptised here... 

We also pray for the couples recently married here and
those preparing for their upcoming nuptials.

Willow Waugh, Sime Popic
 & Kensija Popic-O'Donnell

POPE LEO’S 

Prayer Intention
for September

For our relationship with all of
creation 

“Let us pray that, inspired by Saint Francis,
we might experience our interdependence

with all creatures who are loved by God and
worthy of love and respect.” 

Sick: John Gassami, Jessica Blatman, Rosette Dureza, Lusia Solomon, Hamish J Pereira, Romeo D’Souza, Hamish
Pereira, Ryan Limlingan, Chris Doughty, Asay Furtado, Murad Andrawis, Roque D’Souza, Marjorie Simpson, Fr Bob
Bossini, Ray Love, Sharon Webb

Special Intentions: Felicia & Zack, Roy Repillo, Naleen, Tian & Raveen, Alesandro Pacariem, All fathers, John & Aida,
YT & Deanna Hsu, Mr & Mrs P Noronho, Romeo D’Souza, Michael, Kelly Berg & Chris, Lucy, Cesare & Rita Paolini,
Salvatore & Rosa, Salvatore Loria, Eufemio Ramirez, Rosario Antioquia, John & Aida, Nazar & Lewis Nissan, Regina &
Salim, Cenam Younan, Kulee Murad, Daniel Altmann, Alicia Altmann, Brianna, Jessica, Lucy Thomas, Paul Peters

Recently Deceased: Evelyn Maguire, Sr Helen Barnes rsm, Glor Wong, Diana Powell, Yi Fu Sheng, Tony Thottan, John
Wright,  Michael Carter, Ivo Jandradec, Anita Moniaga, Valerie Bedrous, Greg Whitby, Jimmy Batistic, Riet Olifiers

Deceased: Pasquale Altamore, Ryan Limlingan, Y T Hsu, Zenaida Dela Pena, Sharon Simpson, Lucy D'Mello, Aleksander
Kandiliotis, Charlie Assaf, Sr Judy McLeod rsm, Emmanuel Day, Benjamin De Vera Geminiano, Joseph Tinh Vu, Salvador
& Christine Vas, Pascal & Mary D’Mello, Petra Cabezas, Juan & Pablito Cabezas, Leonila Gabonada, Ambrosia Stanley

Anniversaries: Joseph Fung, Gabriel Muniandi, Jose Ramirez, Anacorita, Jesus, Petrona & Drina, Mary Thottan, Lance K
Hart, Miguel Custodio, Thomas, Rosa Mancini, Angela Tantini, Irene de Silva, Estelito Fenis Jr., Marcia Machliss, Thomas
Sebastian, Maria Megale, Segundo Burgos, Monica Ryan, Pua Foai, Jaime Blandon, Grga Vulic, Lynette Pau

Perpetuals: Antoine Morvan, Leo Bardetta, Carmen Train, Joan Brady, Rudy Rupac, Frank Agostino, Wendy A Smith,
Louisa & Arthur Baxter, Paul Mahoney, Nat Fedyk, Robert Dearie, Norm Hector, Bokeyar family, David family, Japour
family, Paula Loto’aniu, Peter & Annette Van Tilburg, Margaret Angela Roberts, Sally & Frank Martlew, Sherwood family,
Pat & Jim Hartman, John Ryan, Mark Fletcher, Royan & Andrews families, Don & Pat Andrews, Juliet & Peter Noronha,
Vijaya Sawant, Dr Joseph Malouf, Abel Moses, Jimmy, Anna & Frank Grainda, Jack & June Barrett, Ann O’Brien, Watson
Lee, Ian & Pat Sanders, Bill & Alice Kendall, Allan Kendall, Maria Patterson & Ellen Bancan, Hooper family, Giuseppina &
Giovanni Rechichi, Mary Coady, Mary & Jack White, Vincent & Rebecca Vella, Walter Townsend, Ferris Grugeon,
McInherny, White, McWilliam & McGuckin families, Mary Abela, Robert Andrews, Sylvester family, Rogan family, Adcock
& McMillan families, Love family, Gabrielle Baker, Paula Cowling, McDermott & Starr families, Repose of the Souls in
Purgatory and all deceased parishioners of St Patrick’s and St Monica’s

We pray for...

PRAYER INTENTIONS

From Pope Leo...

“X” post dated 
 21 September

“Let us pray together that the leaders of nations may be free from the temptation to use
wealth against humnaity, turning it into weapons that destroy peoples and monopolies that
demean workers. Whoever serves God becomes free from wealth, but whoever serves
wealth reamins its slave! Whoever seeks justice transforms wealth into the common good;
whoever seeks domination transforms the common good into the prey of their own greed.”

WEDDINGS   

BAPTISMS 

We welcome into our Catholic Christian family the
following child recently baptised here... 

We pray for the following couples recently married
here... 

Taylor Lima &  Domenico Battaglia
Elliecon Cabanding & Phi Dinh

Alaric Fourre & 
Antonino Gargiulo



“The love of husband and wife is the froce that
welds society together. Men will take up arms
and even sacrifice their lives for the sake of this
love. When harmony prevails, the children are
raisded well, the household is kept in order, and
neighbours, friends, and relatives praise the
result. Great benefits, both of families and
states, are thusd rpoduced. When it is
otherwise, however, everything is thrown into
confusion and turned upside-down.”

 Saint of the Week 

Information: Universalis

 30 September - St Jerome (c.345 - 420), Priest, Doctor

“Quote of the Week” Did You Know...? 

Jerome was born in Strido, in Dalmatia. He studied in Rome and was
baptised there. He was attracted by the ascetic life and travelled to the East,
where he was (unwillingly) ordained a priest. He was recalled to Rome to act
as secretary to Pope Damasus, but on the Pope’s death he returned to the
East, to Bethlehem, where (with the aid of St Paula and others) he founded a
monastery, a hospice, and a school, and settled down to the most important
work of his life, the translation of the Bible into Latin, a translation which, with
some revisions, is still in use today. He wrote many works of his own,
including letters and commentaries on Holy Scripture. When a time of
troubles came upon the world, through barbarian invasions, and to the
Church, through internal dissension, he helped the refugees and those in
need. He died at Bethlehem. 

...that the story in this weekend’s Gospel,
often referred to as “Dives and Lazarus”, is
unique to Luke’s Gospel ?

St John Chrysostom
(c.347 - 407)

Bishop & Doctor of the
Church

Homilies on Ephesians

Luke’s Gospel is littered with parables that are not
to be found in Matthew or Mark, let alone John,
which is a very different Gospel altogether. Stories
and parables such as The Good Samaritan, The
Prodigal Son, The Pharisee and the Tax Collector 
and The Persistent
Widow are all unique to
Luke, to name only a
few. This is to say
nothing of the detailed
infancy narrative which
is particular to Luke,
though Matthew also
presents a unique part
of this story.



0403 083 692

soulhealingcounselling.com.au

hello@soulhealingcounselling.com.au

24 Hour Service to all suburbs 

• Home cleaning

• Strata cleaning

• Commercial cleaning 

• Grounds keeping 

Cleaning to suit your needs 

KCM Brothers’ Property Maintenance 

Australian Owned 

 6 Pitt Street Parramatta 2150 

Tel: 9687 1072 Fax: 9687 1074 

Email: wnbull@wnbull.com 

Member, Australian Funeral Directors

 NEED a CLEANER? 

 

Servicing Parramatta & surrounding areas 

Call Mick on 0405 309 826 
www.kcmbrothers.com

S O U L  H E A L I N G
C O U N S E L L I N G  S E R V I C E S

(M.Couns)Paula El-Husseini
CLINICAL COUNSELLOR 
REGISTERED NDIS PROVIDER

Professional shoe & Bag Repairs
Watch battery replacement

Car key programming/cutting and key cutting
Computer Engraving
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