
Time to take some responsibility

1 Marist Place, Parramatta  NSW  2150 

WEEKLY PRAYER GROUPS 
Monday   6:30pm - Legion of Mary
Tuesday  9:30am - Christian Meditation 
Tuesday  7:30pm - RCIA (Sept - April)
Friday      1:00pm - Cenacle Prayers 

MONTHLY PRAYER GROUPS
 

First Friday Devotions: 7:00pm in Chapel
True Life in God: Last Friday @ 6:00pm in
the Cloister Cafe

(02) 8839 8400    Emergency: 0407 289 360    www.stpatscathedral.com.au 

OTHER GROUPS 
Playgroup: Currently in recess
 

Credo Youth Ministries 
Contact the office or find information on 
Facebook: credo.stpats 
Email: credo@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Friends of St Patrick’s Cemetery:
stpatscemeterynp.com

WEEKENDS 
6:00pm (Saturday) Vigil Mass 
7:30am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Mass 
9:30am Mass 
11:00am Solemn Mass with Cathedral Choir
6:00pm Mass 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
6:10am Morning Prayer 
6:30am Mass 
11:15am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
11:15am Reconciliation (till 12:15pm) 
Rosary after Angelus at 12:00 noon 
12:30pm Mass 

SATURDAY 
7:30am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Mass 
8:30am Reconciliation (till 9:00am) 
5:00pm Reconciliation (till 5:30pm) 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
8:00am Mass (No Adoration or Confessions) 

Mass Schedule

Scan and 
connect with us

Support us!
Scan to donate

Bishop of Parramatta: Most Rev Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv, DD 

Wishing you a blessed week ahead,   Deacon David

INCREASE OUR FAITH! This is the cry of the
apostles in today’s gospel and it’s a normal and
natural response of a person learning about what
is expected of a disciple of Christ. Faith is a gift
from God and we should always be making this
prayer. When and how God responds to this
prayer is in His hands but today’s readings tell us
about the aspects of our relationship with God that
are in our hands.

In the first reading Habakkuk is lamenting the 
absence of God. We all have times when we feel

05 October 2025 - 27  Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C) th

God has abandoned us. Sometimes we just cannot feel His presence and
sometimes a devastating event in one part (or many parts) of our life
suggest that God has left us. At these times it comes down to a choice –
despite everything I am now experiencing will I choose to believe, to be
faithful? This is not something God has to do for us. Is it not for Him to prove
Himself to us. There is a time where we simply have to choose to be faithful
to Him.

In the second reading we have a very human Timothy, a disciple of Paul
feeling very understandably scared. Jesus has been crucified, Paul is in
prison, and being a disciple of Christ is a dangerous choice. Paul reminds
him of the power he received when he was commissioned for ministry but
then he tells him that it is Timothy’s responsibility to fan into flames the gift
that he was given. God gave the gift, but a gift only has value if we use it. It
is our responsibility to live in the Spirit, the Spirit of power, of love, of self-
control.

In the Gospel, Jesus teaches us that a disciple is called to a life of service.
When a person serves another person, it is a natural thing to want to be
thanked for that service, but that is not the way of a Christian disciple. When
we serve, we are simply doing our duty. It is a privilege to serve. Serving is
our act of love, and we love, because He loved first. Our service is an act of
gratitude to Him, and unless we are asked to be an actual martyr, we will
never match the love that He offered us.

In answer to the disciple’s cry for increased faith, Jesus tells them that the
issue is quality not quantity – with the smallest amount of true faith, a
disciple can do extraordinary things. We have already been given everything
that we need, through Baptism, Confirmation and the Eucharist. We should
always be praying for more faith, more courage, more wisdom, but in the
midst of that, we should take up our own responsibilities. It is not for God to
have to continually prove Himself to us, or to keep filling up our
inadequacies. There is a time when it is up to us to show our gratitude, our
courage, and our faithfulness to Him.



Parish Coordinator: Pascarl El-Hage (Mon - Fri)
8839 8419 or coordinator@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Parish Secretary: Donna Missio (Mon, Wed, Fri) 
8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au

Parish Secretary: Pat Preca (Tue, Thu, Fri)
8839 8412 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au

Sacramental Coordinator: Parish Team 
8839 8400 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Director of Music: Bernard Kirkpatrick KSS 
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Assistant Director of Music: Eric Grella 
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Organist: Patrick Newman
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au

Liturgy Coordinator: Jorel Mateo 
8839 8400 or liturgy@stpatscathedral.com.au

Youth Coordinator: Fr Tom Green 
8839 8400 or credo@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Gift Shop Manager: Contact Parish Office
8839 8400 or giftshop@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Open Arms of St Patrick’s Parish
There will be a SAUSAGE SIZZLE on Sunday 12 October after the 9:30am and
11:00am Masses. Kenthurst Rotary Club has kindly offered to bring their famous
catering van to the Cathedral. Their impressive van is used for fundraising, feeding
the homeless and at Rural Fire Service operations. Along with the barbecue, there
will be drinks and cakes available for sale.

On Saturday 15 November the Social Justice committee of St Patrick’s Parish will
be staffing the barbecue at Bunnings, 316 Victoria Rd, Rydalmere. We would love
you to come along and support the fundraising event. We know how much
everyone loves wandering around in Bunnings!

Dianne Starkey (Coordinator of Open Arms - 0408161443), Sebastian Villafana
(Deputy Coordinator), Angela Hansford, Macnos Mutano and Malcolm Freame

Save the Dates
Sunday - 12 October - HSC Mass @ 6pm
We invite students and their families to join us in prayer for their HSC exams.

Tuesday - 04 November - Seniors’ Melbourne Cup
Our annual Seniors’ Melbourne Cup will be held again this year. We will
advertise the details shortly. Keep an eye out!

Sunday - 23 November - Parish Bazaar
On Sunday, 23 November, the parish will host a Parish Bazaar. To make it even
more enticing, we will embrace a festive Christmas theme! We invite you to
donate any *good quality* Christmas decorations for our pop-up stall. Please
refrain from bringing Christmas lights unless they are in unopened boxes. 
We won’t need any books or White Elephant goods this time.

Stay tuned for more details! All proceeds to St Pat’s Parish.

Hiring of Rooms
For hire of Cloister Function rooms, call the office on
8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Sacraments
Baptisms are celebrated in the Cathedral on most 
Sundays after the 11:00am Solemn Mass, at around
12:45pm. Contact the parish office to book or fill out
the form on the website.
Weddings are by appointment only.
At least six months’ notice is necessary. 
Contact the Parish Secretary on 8839 8412.
 

First Eucharist and Confirmation 
Please contact the Parish Secretary

 Office Hours: 9:00am - 4:00pm weekdays 

STAFF CONTACT DETAILS 
Dean and Administrator 
Very Rev Robert Riedling EV
8839 8420 - dean@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Priest 
Rev Tom Green 
8839 8423 - assistantpriest@stpatscathedral.com.au

Deacon 
Rev Mr David Dowling 
8839 8415 - deacon@stpatscathedral.com.au

Priest in Residence 
Rev Dr Philip Alesin

 Material for Bulletin 
If you have something that you would like published in the
bulletin, please ensure that it is conveyed to our Parish
Secretary, Pat, by 12:00 noon on Thursday. Please note
that material must relate to the parish and its mission. 
Don’t forget that businesses can also advertise on the rear
page (fees apply).

THE BULLETIN
St Pat's Matters

Issue 123 is out! Catch up with recent Parish
events and read how parishioners are experiencing
life in Christ: being confirmed, inspired, questioned;
volunteering, contemplating, protesting. Pick up
your copy of St Pat's Matters today or find it in the
Parish App (Connect, Parish Life).

Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass: 26 October
Join us for the annual Diocesan Wedding Anniversary Mass to be held on Sunday
26 October at 2pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta, followed by afternoon
tea. Those celebrating a significant wedding anniversary will receive a certificate. If
you would like to attend, please register your name, numbers attending and any
dietary requirements. Family and friends are welcome. RSVP to
marriage@parracatholic.org or call 0408 233 478 by 20 October.
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THE BULLETIN
First Holy Communion Process

The Sacramental Team at St Patrick’s Cathedral invites you to enrol your child in
the Sacraments of Penance (Confession/Reconciliation). This will take place
through a parish-based and family-centred process. That means that it is you who
do the preparation with your child but we help you with this through a process of
guided reflection. 
 

In order to explain the way preparation takes place, you are invited to attend an
Information Evening. This session will provide you with an opportunity to decide
whether this is the right time for you to begin this with your child. 
 

The Information Session will be held on Monday 20 October at 7:30pm at 
St Patrick’s Cathedral Parish Hall, 1 Marist Pl, Parramatta. 
 

Registration will be open from the following day, Tuesday 21 October. Details will
be given about the process at the Information Session. 

Enrolment will take place at the 9:30am Mass on Sunday 26 October.
 

To be eligible for preparation at this time your child must be 7 years of age by
01 July 2025 (this year). While this is the minimum age for children to join in  
preparation it is important to note that there is no
particular age for children who have been
baptised as infants to begin preparation for
Penance and First Eucharist, other than the
minumum age noted above. It is important that
you as parents discern if your child is ready and
not be swayed by the fact that your child is now in
a particular class at school, eg. Year Three. 
Please note - Registration for First Holy Communion will be available early 2026.
For further information about registration and preparation for the Sacraments of
Penance and First Eucharist, please contact Parish Secretary, Pat Preca at
secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Current faith in action opportunities available to
parishioners 

We have a wonderfully active parish that provides many opportunities for you to
bring your faith to life. Check out the list below and find your Lazarus...

Jesuit Refugee Services: volunteering in the food bank, supporting people with
form filling and mentoring, delivering food hampers. Monday, Tuesday and
Thursday.
Vinnies Conference: parishioners who are part of the St Vincent De Paul
Society (Vinnies), responding to assistance requests.
Parramatta Rice Club: buying 1,000kg of rice for JRS each month, a monthly
pledge of as much or as little as you wish to give. 
Parramatta Mission: breakfast and lunch food preparation, service and
accompaniment, Monday to Friday.
Regular/ad hoc food donations to JRS, Parramatta Mission, Vinnies. JRS
accepts shelf stable food and toiletries donations. Vinnies shelf stable food
donation drive will occur in Advent.
There's an opportunity on Sunday 19 October to prepare lunch in the hall
kitchen and/or serve the Sunday feeding ministry along with the Parramatta
Baptist Pathways group. For further details please text 0476 064 973..
For further details on these faith in action opportunities, please contact the parish
office or Claire via socialjustice@stpatscathedral.com.au

Your generosity is a blessing, and may God continue to bless you!



Belinda, Margaret & Patti

PARISH NOTICES

The Parramatta Way of Safeguarding is to...
Act with justice, and state that we have a zero tolerance for any form of abuse or harm to children or any person;
Act with justice, and ensure that laws and obligations are upheld, and safety is paramount.

Our Commitment to Safeguarding
At St Patrick’s Cathedral Parramatta, we are dedicated to creating a safe and nurturing environment for all members of our
community, especially children and vulnerable adults, in line with the "Parramatta Way." 

RCIA - Come Journey With Us...
Our Cathedral parish has recommenced the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (RCIA) process and are next meeting on Tuesday
07 October at 7:30pm in the Cathedral Hall.

The RCIA is a spiritual journey designed for adults who are
considering becoming Catholic, particularly those who have not
yet been baptised. It is a time of reflection, prayer, and learning,
where individuals are invited to explore the richness of our
Catholic faith and discern whether God is calling them to enter
into full communion with the Church.

For more information or to express interest, please contact the team
at rcia@stpatscathedral.com.au or call the Cathedral
office on 8839 8400. Let’s work together to extend Christ’s
invitation to those seeking him, and help them embark on this
beautiful path of faith.

Stay connected with our Parish!
Don't forget to download the St Pat’s Parish App
to receive the latest news, event updates, Mass
times, and more - right at your fingertips. If you
need help, please contact the parish office.

Remarkable Margaret
Our dear long-time parishioner, Margaret Climpson, is
celebrating her 90th birthday.

Margaret, mother of six, grandmother, great grandmother and
friend to many came to Parramatta as a young child and St
Patrick’s, Parramatta, has been her spiritual home ever since.
Over many years Margaret’s service to St Patrick’s has been
exemplary. She has given her time and talents as an
extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, as a member of the
Welcoming Committee, has visited the sick and housebound,
belonged to the Altar Society, but her greatest love was being a
Special Religious Education Teacher, a love that carried her
through 45+ years of service to many children in the State
Primary Schools.

After she was awarded the
Diocesan Medal in 2016 Margaret
said that ‘the joy of being able to
bring the love of Jesus into these
little children’s hearts was
something I never thought I could
do. It was the most wonderful
experience.’

We wish you a very happy birthday, Margaret, and may God
continue to shower you with abundant blessings.

Message from the hospitality coordinator
PARISHIONERS, BE PREPARED!
 

The Cloister Café will not be offering free morning tea next
Sunday, 12 October.

Instead, there will another fundraising Barbecue/Morning Tea
event in support of the Social Justice Group’s initiative, Open
Arms of St Patrick’s Parish. This is the last fundraiser for Open
Arms for 2025.

So please come on Sunday 12 October ready to generously
support this worthwhile cause, after 9:30am or 11:00am Mass.

Next Sunday, the Junior Choir from
the Parish of the Good Shepherd,
Plumpton, will sing at the 9.30am
Mass. They are visiting the cathedral
as part of their activities for the
'Jubilee Year of Hope' celebrations.

Plumpton Parish Junior Choir

WestPhil Presents...
The Inaugural Western Sydney Philharmonic Chamber
Orchestra (WPCO) Program.
WestPhil would be delighted to welcome many St Patrick's
Parramatta Parishioners to the Horizons Gala Concert on Sunday
05 October, 2:00pm at the Sir Ian & Nancy Turbott Auditorium at
Western Sydney University, Parramatta Campus.

To make this possible, we would like to offer St Patrick's Parramatta
parishioners 20% off tickets. These discounted tickets can be
accessed via the ticketing site using the discount code
WPCO25DISC at checkout:

https://events.humanitix.com/horizons-westphil-chamber-orchestra

One complimentary ticket per transaction.

General admission (no allocated seating).

Seating on a first-come, first-served basis!



WEDDINGS   

BAPTISMS 

We welcome into our Catholic Christian family the
following children who were recently baptised here... 

We also pray for the couples recently married here and
those preparing for their upcoming nuptials.

Willow Waugh, Sime Popic
 & Kensija Popic-O'Donnell

POPE LEO’S 

Prayer Intention
for October

For collaboration between different
religious traditions

“Let us pray that believers in different
religious traditions might work together to
defend and promote peace, justice, and

human fraternity.”

Sick: Steven Pospischil, Vincent Chan, Hamish J Pereira, Vani Jhunjhunwala, Pete Berg, John Gassami, Jessica
Blatman, Rosette Dureza, Lusia Solomon, Romeo D’Souza, Hamish Pereira, Ryan Limlingan, Chris Doughty, Asay
Furtado, Murad Andrawis, Roque D’Souza, Marjorie Simpson, Fr Bob Bossini, Ray Love, Sharon Webb

Special Intentions: Raven Seguia, Ziwian Chevas, Andrew, Nicole, Naleen, Tian & Raveen, Felicia & Zack, Roy Repillo,
Alesandro Pacariem, All fathers, John & Aida, Mr & Mrs P Noronho, Romeo D’Souza, Michael, Kelly Berg & Chris, Lucy,
Cesare & Rita Paolini, Salvatore & Rosa, Salvatore Loria, Eufemio Ramirez, Rosario Antioquia, John & Aida

Recently Deceased: Evelyn Maguire, Sr Helen Barnes rsm, Glor Wong, Diana Powell, Yi Fu Sheng, Tony Thottan, John
Wright,  Michael Carter, Ivo Jandradec, Anita Moniaga, Valerie Bedrous, Greg Whitby, Jimmy Batistic, Riet Olifiers

Deceased: Edward Muller, Victorio Ventigan, YT & Deanna Hsu, Paul O'Connor, Pasquale Altamore, Ryan Limlingan,
Zenaida Dela Pena, Sharon Simpson, Lucy D'Mello, Aleksander Kandiliotis, Charlie Assaf, Sr Judy McLeod rsm,
Emmanuel Day, Benjamin De Vera Geminiano, Joseph Tinh Vu, Salvador & Christine Vas, Pascal & Mary D’Mello

Anniversaries: Frank Maccarone, Rodney Jayatilaka, Dora Kirk, Joseph Fung, Gabriel Muniandi, Jose Ramirez,
Anacorita, Jesus, Petrona & Drina, Mary Thottan, Lance K Hart, Miguel Custodio, Thomas, Rosa Mancini, Angela Tantini,
Irene de Silva, Estelito Fenis Jr., Marcia Machliss, Thomas Sebastian, Maria Megale, Segundo Burgos, Monica Ryan

Perpetuals: Antoine Morvan, Leo Bardetta, Carmen Train, Joan Brady, Rudy Rupac, Frank Agostino, Wendy A Smith,
Louisa & Arthur Baxter, Paul Mahoney, Nat Fedyk, Robert Dearie, Norm Hector, Bokeyar family, David family, Japour
family, Paula Loto’aniu, Peter & Annette Van Tilburg, Margaret Angela Roberts, Sally & Frank Martlew, Sherwood family,
Pat & Jim Hartman, John Ryan, Mark Fletcher, Royan & Andrews families, Don & Pat Andrews, Juliet & Peter Noronha,
Vijaya Sawant, Dr Joseph Malouf, Abel Moses, Jimmy, Anna & Frank Grainda, Jack & June Barrett, Ann O’Brien, Watson
Lee, Ian & Pat Sanders, Bill & Alice Kendall, Allan Kendall, Maria Patterson & Ellen Bancan, Hooper family, Giuseppina &
Giovanni Rechichi, Mary Coady, Mary & Jack White, Vincent & Rebecca Vella, Walter Townsend, Ferris Grugeon,
McInherny, White, McWilliam & McGuckin families, Mary Abela, Robert Andrews, Sylvester family, Rogan family, Adcock
& McMillan families, Love family, Gabrielle Baker, Paula Cowling, McDermott & Starr families, Repose of the Souls in
Purgatory and all deceased parishioners of St Patrick’s and St Monica’s

We pray for...

PRAYER INTENTIONS

From Pope Leo...

“X” post dated 
 01 October

“God forgives, lifts up, and restores trust. This is the heart of the mission of the Church: to
communicate the joy of those who are loved precisely when they did not deserve it. This is
the strength that gave rise to the Christian community and helped it grow: men and women
who discovered the beauty of returning to life to be able to give it to others.”

WEDDINGS   

BAPTISMS 

We welcome into our Catholic Christian family the
following child recently baptised here... 

We pray for the following couples recently married
here... 

Taylor Lima &  Domenico Battaglia
Elliecon Cabanding & Phi Dinh

Margot Paule     Raven Seguia 
Ariana Spehar     Raine Richards



“Nothing should be held true merely because it
is eloquently expressed, nor false because it
sounds harsh upon the lips. And a thing is not
true because rudely uttered, nor is it false
because its utterance is splendid. I have learned
from you that wisdom is like wholesome food
and folly like unwholesome food: they can be
set forth in language ornate or plain, just as both
kinds of food can be served on rich dishes or on
peasant ware.”

 Saint of the Week 

Information: Universalis

 10 October - St Daniel Comboni (1831 - 1881), Bishop

“Quote of the Week” Did You Know...? 

Daniel Comboni was born in Italy in 1831. Early in life he felt the call
to evangelize the peoples of Central Africa, who, at that time, were
the poorest and most abandoned. He set off to Africa and established
several missions. He presented an appeal to the Fathers of the first
Vatican Council, founded two missionary Institutes and was given the
responsibility of the whole Apostolic Vicariate of Central Africa.
Faithful to his motto “Africa or death” and his plan for the salvation of
Africa, he lived and worked for the success of the mission until he
died in Khartoum (Sudan) on 10 October 1881, at the age of fifty.

...that silence is a crucial part of the
Eucharistic celebration?

St Augustine of Hippo
(354 - 430)

Bishop & Doctor of the
Church

Confessions

The General Intruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM
45) marks certain times that silence ought ot be
obsrved at Mass:

at the act of penitence and agsin after the
invitation to pray;

at the conclusion of a reading and the homily;

after communion.

Even before the celebration
begins, silence is encouraged
throughout the church so that
everyone can dispose
themselves appropriately for
the sacred celebration.



0403 083 692

soulhealingcounselling.com.au

hello@soulhealingcounselling.com.au

24 Hour Service to all suburbs 

• Home cleaning

• Strata cleaning

• Commercial cleaning 

• Grounds keeping 

Cleaning to suit your needs 

KCM Brothers’ Property Maintenance 

Australian Owned 

 6 Pitt Street Parramatta 2150 

Tel: 9687 1072 Fax: 9687 1074 

Email: wnbull@wnbull.com 

Member, Australian Funeral Directors

 NEED a CLEANER? 

 

Servicing Parramatta & surrounding areas 

Call Mick on 0405 309 826 
www.kcmbrothers.com

S O U L  H E A L I N G
C O U N S E L L I N G  S E R V I C E S

(M.Couns)Paula El-Husseini
CLINICAL COUNSELLOR 
REGISTERED NDIS PROVIDER

Professional shoe & Bag Repairs
Watch battery replacement

Car key programming/cutting and key cutting
Computer Engraving
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