
The End is Nigh!

1 Marist Place, Parramatta  NSW  2150 

WEEKLY PRAYER GROUPS 
Monday   6:30pm - Legion of Mary
Tuesday  9:30am - Christian Meditation 
Tuesday  7:30pm - RCIA (Sept - April)
Friday      1:00pm - Cenacle Prayers 

MONTHLY PRAYER GROUPS
 

First Friday Devotions: 7:00pm in Chapel
True Life in God: Last Friday @ 6:00pm in
the Cloister Cafe

(02) 8839 8400    Emergency: 0407 289 360    www.stpatscathedral.com.au 

OTHER GROUPS 
Playgroup: Currently in recess
 

Credo Youth Ministries 
Contact the office or find information on 
Facebook: credo.stpats 
Email: credo@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Friends of St Patrick’s Cemetery:
stpatscemeterynp.com

WEEKENDS 
6:00pm (Saturday) Vigil Mass 
7:30am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Mass 
9:30am Mass 
11:00am Solemn Mass with Cathedral Choir
6:00pm Mass 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
6:10am Morning Prayer 
6:30am Mass 
11:15am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
11:15am Reconciliation (till 12:15pm) 
Rosary after Angelus at 12:00 noon 
12:30pm Mass 

SATURDAY 
7:30am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Mass 
8:30am Reconciliation (till 9:00am) 
5:00pm Reconciliation (till 5:30pm) 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
8:00am Mass (No Adoration or Confessions) 

Mass Schedule

Scan and 
connect with us

Support us!
Scan to donate

Bishop of Parramatta: Most Rev Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv, DD 

Wishing you a blessed week ahead, 
Deacon David

“THE END IS NIGH!” When I was young (a very long
time ago...) you sometimes came across a person
carrying a sandwich board with those words written
on it. It never really goes away. These days we will
have hundreds, maybe even thousands, of YouTube
videos describing why we are in the “end of times.”
This fascination stretches right back to Jesus’s time.
There will have been plenty of Christ’s disciples that
will have expected that the end of the world and the
final judgement was going to happen in their lifetime,
and in fairness to them, there were certain scriptures 
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that could easily have been interpreted that way. Jesus’ death and resurrection
could have been seen as a likely sign of the end coming. The Jewish temple was
so integral to the Jewish faith that its destruction would have been so devastating
that it could easily have been understand as the beginning of the end. In some of
St Paul’s letters he had to warn the disciples not to be preoccupied by all this,
and yet at this time every year (the last three Sundays before Advent) our Church
encourages us to reflect on it. Ordinarily, last week’s scriptures would have
begun to set the scene but because the Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran
Basilica fell last Sunday we missed out on those scriptures so in some respect
we are jumping in in the middle and the scriptures for this week might seem a
little jarring.

In the gospel Jesus appears to be speaking about the destruction of the Temple
and at one level He is, but at the same time He is speaking about the end of
times. The people ask Him, as people always do: “When will this happen, and
what will the signs be that it is about to happen?” Jesus answers them and tells
them there will be signs – wars and famines and huge disruptions in the earth
and in the sky, but He goes on to tell them that before all of this, they themselves
will face great challenges, and this is the really important part. Jesus wanted us
all to know that being a Christian would bring tremendous challenge, from the
outside – kings, governors (our society) and from the inside – our own families
and friends. Jesus tells us that while there will be tremendous turmoil there are
two things that we must keep in mind: The first is that He will walk with us and
give us what we need in the midst of all this, and the second is, what will matter
is how we conduct ourselves in the face of these challenges – “your endurance
will win you your lives.” 

Contemplating the end of times and the challenges and the traumas that will lead
up to it might seem a bit morbid, but there are very good reasons for us to take
some time every year to think about it. People want to know the signs so they
can prepare their lives for it. What our Church is reminding us that it will always
be a challenge being a Christian and that each of us will come to the end of our
time – it doesn’t really matter if it is singly or all together. Our entire life should be
lived with that in mind, and it’s good to be reminded of this.



Farewell Fr Tom at the Parish Bazaar 
All parishioners are warmly invited to join us at the St Pat’s Christmas Bazaar on
Sunday 23 November, as we come together to farewell Fr Tom and celebrate his
time with our parish community. Come along to enjoy the festive atmosphere, share
memories, and wish Fr Tom all the best for the future! All funds raised from the stalls
will go towards supporting St Patrick’s Cathedral Parish.

Parish Coordinator: Pascarl El-Hage (Mon - Fri)
8839 8419 or coordinator@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Parish Secretary: Donna Missio (Mon, Wed, Fri) 
8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au

Parish Secretary: Pat Preca (Tue, Thu, Fri)
8839 8412 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au

Sacramental Coordinator: Parish Team 
8839 8400 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Director of Music: Bernard Kirkpatrick KSS 
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Assistant Director of Music: Eric Grella 
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Organist: Patrick Newman
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au

Liturgy Coordinator: Jorel Mateo 
8839 8400 or liturgy@stpatscathedral.com.au

Youth Coordinator: Fr Tom Green 
8839 8400 or credo@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Gift Shop Manager: Contact Parish Office
8839 8400 or giftshop@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Hiring of Rooms
For hire of Cloister Function rooms, call the office on
8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Sacraments
Baptisms are celebrated in the Cathedral on most 
Sundays after the 11:00am Solemn Mass, at around
12:45pm. Contact the parish office to book or fill out
the form on the website.
Weddings are by appointment only.
At least six months’ notice is necessary. 
Contact the Parish Secretary on 8839 8412.
 

First Eucharist and Confirmation 
Please contact the Parish Secretaries.

 Office Hours: 9:00am - 4:00pm weekdays 

STAFF CONTACT DETAILS 
Dean and Administrator 
Very Rev Robert Riedling EV
8839 8420 - dean@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Priest 
Rev Tom Green 
8839 8423 - assistantpriest@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Priest 
Rev Dr Vincent Ojo
8839 8400

Deacon 
Rev Mr David Dowling 
8839 8415 - deacon@stpatscathedral.com.au

Priest in Residence 
Rev Dr Philip Alesin

 Material for Bulletin 
If you have something that you would like published in the
bulletin, please ensure that it is conveyed to our Parish
Secretaries, Pat or Donna, by 12:00 noon on Thursday. 

THE BULLETIN

Farewell Collection for Fr Tom
As we prepare to say farewell to Fr Tom and thank him for his years of
service at St Pat’s, we will be holding a leaving collection after Mass
this weekend, 15/16 November. If you would like to contribute, please
place your cash donation in the baskets held by the wardens after
Mass. For those who prefer to give online, you can make a donation via
the St Pat’s website or the parish app — please include “Fr Tom” as the
reference. Thank you for your generosity and for helping us show our
appreciation to Fr Tom!

Celebrating Fr Tom!
As we prepare to celebrate Fr Tom and his time here at St Pat’s, we’re putting
together a slideshow of memories. If you have any photos with Fr Tom from parish
events, celebrations, or special moments, please share them! 

Parish Bazaar: 23 November
The pop-up stall  will not only have Christmas decorations, but also new and pre-
loved items to tempt you. Great opportunity to do some Christmas shopping.
So, come, browse and buy and support St Pat’s fundraising for the parish in the
meantime.

BOOK STALL - in need of a leader
If you have a couple of hours to organise the books, not so many, that will be very
much appreciated. We have volunteers to sell the books - just need a coordinator to
get them organised. Please contact the office if you can assist.

Please email them to coordinator@stpatscathedral.com.au
by Wednesday 19 November. Thank you for helping us
honour Fr Tom and his years of ministry at St Patrick’s!

Advent Reflections with Fr Robert 
As we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ this Advent, parishioners are
warmly invited to join Fr Robert for a series of Advent reflections held on
Wednesday evenings via Zoom, beginning 26 November.

Each week, Fr Robert will lead us in prayer and reflection on the Gospel for the
upcoming Sunday, helping us enter more deeply into the meaning and message
of Advent.
📅 Dates: Each Wednesday, 26 November - 17 December
🕖 Time: 8:00pm - 9:00pm
💻 Zoom (link available by emailing the parish office)

Take a quiet pause in your week and journey together with our parish community
in hope and anticipation of Christmas.



Festive Food Items: Small Christmas puddings, mince pies, long-life custard,
and other holiday-specific treats to add a touch of festivity to our hampers.

Non-Perishable Foodstuffs: Help stock our pantry with canned goods,
breakfast cereals, fruit drinks, dry foods, and other essentials that can sustain
families over the holidays.

Toiletries & Bathroom Items: Donations of soaps, shampoos, conditioners,
toothpaste, and toothbrushes areessential for personal care and dignity.

Cleaning Supplies: Kitchen cleaners, washing up liquids, and laundry powders
are vital for maintaining clean and healthy homes.

Gifts for Children: Bring smiles to young faces with toys and books suitable for
ages 5-10 years, making their Christmas truly special.

It may seem early but we need all donations by 15 December. This allows for
packing and distribution to people’s homes before Christmas.

Every item you donate contributes to a brighter Christmas for an individual or
family in need. Let’s share the warmth and love of the season through our
collective efforts.

Donations can be placed adjacent to the stable in the chapel from Thursday 27
November.

THE BULLETIN
Clergy Update

It is with some sadness that I inform you that after a little over two years with us,
Fr Tom Green will be leaving us. He has been appointed by Bishop Vincent as
the new Assistant Priest at Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, Blacktown. This will
be effective from 29 November. We will be welcoming on that day Fr Andrew
Rooney as the new Assistant Priest here, the two effectively doing a swap. I can
announce with some pleasure that Fr Vincent Ojo, who has been with us for a
couple of months, has been appointed as a second Assistant Priest here at the
Cathedral. Fr Vincent will be celebrating Masses on weekdays and weekends,
celebrating funerals, weddings and baptisms, and so on, as one of the valued
clergy here at St Patrick’s Cathedral. I know you will make both Fr Vincent and Fr
Andrew welcome!  
                                                                                            Fr Robert

Congratulations!
Congratulations to our (now even more) esteemed
Director of Music, Bernard Kirkpatrick who was
awarded an Honorary Fellowship of the Guild of
Church Musicians last Sunday at a ceremony held
here at St Patrick’s Cathedral. The fellowship was
conferred in recognition of Bernard’s contribution
to sacred music in the Australian Church. The
ceremony was preceded by Solemn Vespers led
by the Cathedral Choir. Around two hundred
people were present from around NSW and this
event was certainly one to highlight the enormous
talent that abounds in western Sydney. Several
other people received awards at the ceremony
and the event was followed by afternoon tea in the
Cloister Hall. 

Congratulations, Bernard, and thank you for all
you do with the incredibly talented musicians at
the Cathedral to ensure that the sacred music
here at St Patrick’s rivals the best produced
anywhere in Australia.    Fr Robert                                                                     

The St Vincent de Paul Society is once again calling on our
parish’s generosity this Advent season to help bring the spirit
of Christmas to many families and individuals in our
community. We welcome your donations:

Vinnies Christmas Food Bank Drive

Annual Report
Thank you to those who attended the successful
Annual General Meeting last Sunday afternoon.

As was mentioned at the AGM, due to the
prohibitive costs, we have decided not to proceed
with commercial printing of the Annual Report this
year. Soft copies are avialable through our
website and app.

If you would like a printed copy however, we can
print copies here in the parish office. Please
contact Pat or Donna via email or phone to
arrange for a copy to be printed for you to pick up
at your convenience.

                                         Fr Robert                                                                     

Rosary Making Workshop
Come and take part in a simple Rosary-making
workshop and learn how to make Rosary beads for
those in need.

Volunteer your time to make rosary beads for the
sick in hospitals.

📅 Thursday, 27 November
🕙 10:00am – 11:30am
💲 $5 per participant
📧 RSVP: ofw@parracatholic.org



PARISH NOTICES

The Parramatta Way of Safeguarding is to...
Act with justice, and state that we have a zero tolerance for any form of abuse or harm to children or any person;
Act with justice, and ensure that laws and obligations are upheld, and safety is paramount.

Our Commitment to Safeguarding
At St Patrick’s Cathedral Parramatta, we are dedicated to creating a safe and nurturing environment for all members of our
community, especially children and vulnerable adults, in line with the "Parramatta Way." 

Stay connected with our Parish
Don't forget to download the St Pat’s Parish App
to receive the latest news, event updates, Mass
times, and more - right at your fingertips. If you
need help, please contact the parish office.

November Mass Intentions
November is, of course, the month that we
traditionally pray for the Holy Souls.
Envelopes are now available to submit
names of deceased loved ones for whom
they wish to pray. As usual, names of our
beloved deceased will be entered into the
parish Book of Remembrance, displayed in
the chapel throughout the month.

Credo Ministry
We have a thriving group of young adults who are enjoying the
social and liturgical aspects of this ministry. Do consider joining us
for..

Bible Study - Fortnightly Monday -
7:00pm - Cloister Hall. Next
session 24 November
Faith & Fellowship - every third
Sunday of the month 
Oz Tag - Wednesday evenings @
Ollie Webb Reserve. Even if you
don’t wish to play, spectators are
very welcome!

Bishop’s Christmas Appeal next weekend
The Bishop’s Christmas Appeal – supporting Catholic Care Grief
and Loss Counselling. Christmas is drawing near, and with it the
promise that God is with us. For many in Western Sydney and the
Blue Mountains, that promise is needed right now.  Many
individuals and families are carrying grief, stress and uncertainty - 
wrestling with the rising cost-of-living,
unstable work and the heartbreak of losing
a loved one. Your generosity is the way to
open the doors of hope for the broken-
hearted ensuring that no one in our
community grieves alone. Please give
generously at parracatholic.org/appeal or
scan the QR code. Thank you!

If you would like to contribute, please use the QR code above for
your convenience.

Please note that all Masses in November will be offered for the
Holy Souls.

St Pat's Matters
The next issue is taking shape but we need
more from you! If you've agreed to write
already, please send it in. If some event or
experience related to the parish or your faith
has touched you recently, please share it.
Send inquiries or contributions to
stpatsmatters@stpatscathedral.com.au.
                                                Martin Graham

“Tested by Fire”
Monsignor John Boyle, former Dean of
St Patrick’s Cathedral, and well known to
many of you, will be at the Cathedral
next weekend to sign and sell copies of
his recent book, “Tested by Fire”,
launched recently here on 31 October.
The book tells the story of events
surrounding the fire that burnt the
cathedral down in February 1996. 

Copies of this hardcover book can be purchased for $60.00. The
book is a mixture of fascinating narrative and excellent photos. A
great Christmas gift for yourself and those you love!

Social Justice Group Prayer Hour
The parish Social Justice Group will be hosting a prayer hour in
the chapel on Thursday 27 November from 7:00pm. This will
give the group an opportunity to ensure that all that it does is
grounded in prayer and reflection. There will be some readings,
music and quiet time. All are welcome!

World Day of the Poor
This Sunday, 16 November, is the World Day of the Poor. It
offers us an opportunity to renew our solidarity with those who
are poor in our own community and across the world. Pope Leo
XIV reminds us that “the poor are not a distraction for the
Church, but our beloved brothers and sisters, for by their lives,
their words and their wisdom, they put us in contact with the truth
of the Gospel.” 

For the full text of Pope Leo’s message, go to the Vatican
website (www.vatican.va) and search “World Day of the Poor”.



WEDDINGS   

BAPTISMS 

We welcome into our Catholic Christian family the
following children who were recently baptised here... 

We also pray for the couples recently married here and
those preparing for their upcoming nuptials.

Willow Waugh, Sime Popic
 & Kensija Popic-O'Donnell

POPE LEO’S 

Prayer Intention
for November

For the prevention of suicide
“Let us pray that those who are struggling

with suicidal thoughts might find the support,
care, and love they need in their community,

and be open to the beauty of life.”

Sick: Fr Michael Attard, Mary Nissan, Nadia Nissan, Nabil Makdessi, Ghalie Koura, Tom L, Jacqueline Laguidao, Silvana
Rechichi, Patrick Condon, Vincent Chan, Hamish J Pereira, Vani Jhunjhunwala, Marjorie Simpson, Fr Bob Bossini, Ray
Love, Sharon Webb, Pete Berg, John Gassami, Jessica Blatman, Rosette Dureza, Lusia Solomon, Romeo D’Souza

Special Intentions: Melanie, Magpayo, Victims of Typhoon in the Philiippines, Gladys Uy, John & Aida, Freeda, Ani, Nikh,
Anna & Pringles, Hilda & Gaulbert Pais, Elijah, Ryan & Ethan Walter, Y S Hsu, John & Aida, Zayne Bumactao, Raveen,
Naleen, Averil Sampey, James Sampey, Andrea Bernabey, Cáceres, Rios, Alonso, SantaCruz families, Girish Fernandez

Anniversaries: Eddie Lai, Hans Bucher & parents, Honorato & Wilhemina Dela Cruz, Maria Lelyveld, Warlito Arciaga,
Divine Grace Marigomen, Pedro Obar Morales, Edward Muller, Juan Montesco, Maximena Manlangit, Johannes Lelyveld,
Frank Maccarone, Rodney Jayatilaka, Dora Kirk, Joseph Fung, Gabriel Muniandi, Jose Ramirez, Anacorita

We pray for...

PRAYER INTENTIONS

From Pope Leo...

“X” post dated
12 November

“Our humanity is best fulfilled when we exist and live together, when we
succeed in experiencing authentic, informal bonds with the people around us.
If we close in on ourselves, we risk growing sick with loneliness, or even
narcissism, which leads us to care for others only out of self-interest.”

WEDDINGS   

BAPTISMS 

We welcome into our Catholic Christian family the
following child recently baptised here... 

We pray for the following couple recently married
here... 

Quinn Truong & Keno Edmilao

Samuel Crockford

Book of Remembrance

Throughout November each year, a ‘Book of Remembrance’ is
displayed in the Chapel and Cathedral during the celebration of Mass.
If you would like to have your deceased family and friends included,

please fill in a November Mass Offering envelope and either leave on
the collection plate or hand in at the office. We will update the Book of
Remembrance regularly throughout November to reflect new names

that are requested for inclusion.



“What Christianity really proclaims as essential
is...the victory of the love of God...it points to the
cross and resurrection of Jesus as to the event of this
now manifest victory of God’s love. This love is the
cause and guarantee that our brief time, which
passes away, creates an eternity which is not made
up out of time. If it seems that we perish in
death...this is merely a sign that eternity, born from
time, is something other than what can readily be
seen here and now.”

 Saint of the Week 

Information: Universalis

 19 November - St Raphael Kalinowski  (1835 - 1907), Priest

“Quote of the Week” Did You Know...? 

Raphael Kalinowski was born to Polish parents in the city of Wilno in 1835. Poland
and Lithuania were at that time occupied by the Prussian, Austrian and Russian
Empires.

He served in the Imperial Russian Army, but when the Poles rose against their
oppressors in 1863 he joined them as Minister of War. Arrested by the Russians, he
was condemned in 1864 to ten years of forced labour in Siberia. In 1877, he became
a Discalced Carmelite and was ordained a priest in 1882. He contributed greatly to
the restoration of many Discalced Carmelite communities in Poland that had
previously been suppressed under Russian occupation. His life was distinguished by
zeal for Church unity and by his unflagging devotion to his ministry as a confessor
and spiritual director. He died in Wadowice, Austria-Hungary, in 1907. The town was
later to become famous as the birthplace of Pope John Paul II.

...that our readings towards the end of the
liturgical year have an “eschatological”
leaning, speaking of the end times?

Karl Rahner
 (1904 - 1984)

Theologian
The Practice of Faith

The word “eschatology” is a Greek word which means
“concerning the eschaton”, the eschaton being the end of
time. Our readings at Mass around this time of the year
leading to Advent, from both the Hebrew and Christian
scriptures, focus on fantastic imagery as well as some
sober words from Jesus affirming that life as we know it
will end and he, Jesus, will return for the judgement. It is 
important to note that though
many have given specific
dates, now passed, for the
eschaton and the return of
Jesus, they have failed, and
Jesus himself says that no
one except the Father knows
when these things will take
place (Matthew 24:36).



0403 083 692

soulhealingcounselling.com.au

hello@soulhealingcounselling.com.au

24 Hour Service to all suburbs 

• Home cleaning

• Strata cleaning

• Commercial cleaning 

• Grounds keeping 

Cleaning to suit your needs 

KCM Brothers’ Property Maintenance 

Australian Owned 

 6 Pitt Street Parramatta 2150 

Tel: 9687 1072 Fax: 9687 1074 

Email: wnbull@wnbull.com 

Member, Australian Funeral Directors

 NEED a CLEANER? 

 

Servicing Parramatta & surrounding areas 

Call Mick on 0405 309 826 
www.kcmbrothers.com

S O U L  H E A L I N G
C O U N S E L L I N G  S E R V I C E S

(M.Couns)Paula El-Husseini
CLINICAL COUNSELLOR 
REGISTERED NDIS PROVIDER

Professional shoe & Bag Repairs
Watch battery replacement

Car key programming/cutting and key cutting
Computer Engraving
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