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21 December 2025 - Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year A)

antisemitism, especially in Australia.

Together with all people, and with the wisdom of the Holy Spirit, we stand in
solidarity with the Jewish community and pray for all those affected - those who
have lost their lives or been injured, and the many individuals, families and
communities whose lives have been changed in an instant.

We also pray for the first responders, healthcare workers, and members of the
public who acted with courage and compassion in the face of danger - protecting
others, offering help and bringing calm and support amid uncertainty. These acts
of self-giving love and care reflect the very best of our humanity, our shared
values, and our hope for each other.

Let us continue to offer our care, compassion and prayers, calling on Mary, our
Mother and Queen of Peace, to intercede for us.

At times like this, it is vital that we do not allow fear or anger to divide us.
Violence, retaliation and discrimination are never the answer, even in the face of
terrorism and antisemitism.

As Pope Leo XIV reminds us, peace is “an unarmed peace and a disarming
peace, humble and persevering. It comes from God, God wh oloves us all
unconditionally.” This is the peace to which we are called, even when the path is
difficult.

I invite our Diocesan community to pray for healing, for comfort for all who
mourn, and for a renewed commitment to unity, mutual respect and peace across
our diverse faiths and cultures. May we continue to stand together against
violence in all its forms. May God be close to all who are suffering, and may His
peace rest upon our community.

Yours sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv. 
Bishop of Parramatta

A Message from Bishop Vincent

WEEKLY PRAYER GROUPS 
Monday   6:30pm - Legion of Mary
Tuesday  9:30am - Christian Meditation 
Tuesday  7:30pm - RCIA (Sept - April)
Friday      1:00pm - Cenacle Prayers 

MONTHLY PRAYER GROUPS
 

First Friday Devotions: 7:00pm in Chapel
True Life in God: Last Friday @ 6:00pm in
the Cloister Cafe

(02) 8839 8400    Emergency: 0407 289 360    www.stpatscathedral.com.au 

OTHER GROUPS 
Playgroup: Currently in recess
 

Credo Youth Ministries 
Contact the office or find information on 
Facebook: credo.stpats 
Email: credo@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Friends of St Patrick’s Cemetery:
stpatscemeterynp.com

WEEKENDS 
6:00pm (Saturday) Vigil Mass 
7:30am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Mass 
9:30am Mass 
11:00am Solemn Mass with Cathedral Choir
6:00pm Mass 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
6:10am Morning Prayer 
6:30am Mass 
11:15am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
11:15am Reconciliation (till 12:15pm) 
Rosary after Angelus at 12:00 noon 
12:30pm Mass 

SATURDAY 
7:30am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Mass 
8:30am Reconciliation (till 9:00am) 
5:00pm Reconciliation (till 5:30pm) 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
8:00am Mass (No Adoration or Confessions) 

Mass Schedule

Scan and 
connect with us

Support us!
Scan to donate

Bishop of Parramatta: Most Rev Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv, DD 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The tragedy at Bondi Beach [last Sunday] has
shocked and deeply saddened our entire community,
with many carrying fear, grief and unanswered
questions. 

Such violence is a grave assault on human dignity
and can never be justified. We condemn this act
unequivocally and reject all hatred that seeks to
harm innocent people. There is no place for



Thank You - from VinniesParish Coordinator: Pascarl El-Hage (Mon - Fri)
8839 8419 or coordinator@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Parish Secretary: Donna Missio (Mon, Wed, Fri) 
8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au

Parish Secretary: Pat Preca (Tue, Thu, Fri)
8839 8412 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au

Sacramental Coordinator: Parish Team 
8839 8400 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Director of Music: Bernard Kirkpatrick KSS HonFGCM 
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Assistant Director of Music: Eric Grella 
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Organist: Patrick Newman
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au

MC & Liturgy Coordinator: Jorel Mateo 
8839 8400 or liturgy@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant MC: Blake Bano 
8839 8400 or liturgy@stpatscathedral.com.au

Youth Coordinator: TBC 
8839 8400 or credo@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Gift Shop Manager: Contact Parish Office
8839 8400 or giftshop@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Hiring of Rooms
For hire of Cloister Function rooms, call the office on
8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Sacraments
Baptisms are celebrated in the Cathedral on most 
Sundays after the 11:00am Solemn Mass, at around
12:45pm. Contact the parish office to book or fill out
the form on the website.
Weddings are by appointment only.
At least six months’ notice is necessary. 
Contact the Parish Secretary on 8839 8412.
 

First Eucharist and Confirmation 
Please contact the Parish Secretaries.

 Office Hours: 9:00am - 4:00pm weekdays 

STAFF CONTACT DETAILS 
Dean and Administrator 
Very Rev Robert Riedling EV
8839 8420 - dean@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Priest 
Rev Andrew Rooney 
8839 8423 - assistantpriest@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Priest 
Rev Dr Vincent Ojo
8839 8400 - assistantpriest2@stpatscathedral.com.au

Deacon 
Rev Mr David Dowling 
8839 8415 - deacon@stpatscathedral.com.au

Priest in Residence 
Rev Dr Philip Alesin

 Material for Bulletin 
If you have something that you would like published in the
bulletin, please ensure that it is conveyed to our Parish
Secretaries, Pat or Donna, by 12:00 noon on Thursday. 

THE BULLETIN

WOW! What a great response from our generous Parish
community to support the Vinnie’s Christmas Hampers. 
The goods received have been distributed to our clients
to make their family Christmas celebration more special.
We are so grateful that this spirit of generosity is so
entrenched in our Christian community. 

A big thank you also to the parish staff for their
assistance in facilitating this program. 

Andy’s Christmas Lights for the...
Kids with Cancer foundation

01 - 31 December
45 Grassmere Ave, Northmead

Andy and Carmen, two of our incredibly kind-
hearted parishioners, have once again transformed
their home into a festive spectacle for a charitable
cause. For those who enjoy touring elaborately
decorated houses during the holiday season, their
display is a must-see. Your visit will not only spread
holiday cheer but also contribute to a noble cause,
as all proceeds will be donated to support children's
cancer research.

Red Mass - 2026
The annual Red Mass to commemorate the commencement of the law year will
again be held in the Cathedral in 2026. This special event, celebrated by Bishop
Vincent Long, is an opportunity to come together in prayer and reflection,
particularly honouring those in the legal profession for their dedication to justice and
service.

When: Tuesday 03 February 2026 at 7:00pm

Where: St Patrick's Cathedral

Please send RSVP to enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au

Your help and support always makes a real difference to the success of any venture. 

Each year we see an increase in the number of people seeking out hampers and
requiring additional support. The need is greater than ever. Vinnies, with your
support, is making a difference in the lives of so many people at this time of year
when it is a struggle to afford more than the basic necessities of life. 
We have also been able to ensure that all of the families with children that we provide
support to have received age appropriate gifts to help make their Christmas brighter
and happier. 

Thank you once again for your kindness and generosity and we wish you all a very
holy and happy Christmas for 2025 and blessings for a peaceful 2026. 

St Pat's Matters
The next issue is taking shape but we need more from you. If you've agreed to write
already, please send it in. If some event or experience related to the parish or your
faith has touched you recently, please share it. Send inquiries or contributions to
stpatsmatters@stpatscathedral.com.au
Martin Graham



ST PATRICK'S

Giftshop
The Parish Office would like to extend our sincere thanks to
all our parishioners and members of the wider community

for your continued support, time, and generosity
throughout the year. Your kindness, prayers, and dedication

mean so much to our parish and play an essential role in
helping our ministry thrive and grow.

We are deeply grateful to all who volunteer, contribute, and
participate in parish life in so many ways. Your commitment

strengthens our faith community and reflects the spirit of
service and compassion at the heart of our parish.

We wish you and your loved ones a very Merry Christmas
and a joyful, peaceful New Year. May this holy season fill your

hearts with hope, love, and renewed faith. May St. Patrick
pray for us and guide us in faith and service in the year
ahead, inspiring us to continue walking together as a

community rooted in Christ.

We look forward to seeing you again in the coming year and
sharing many more moments of worship, fellowship, and

service together. May God bless you and your families now
and always.

THE BULLETIN

Mass Times

Christmas

Wednesday, 24 December - Christmas Eve

6:00pm - Vigil (Family Mass)
9:00pm - Vigil

Midnight Mass
Starts at 11:30pm with Carols Service and

Readings
12:00 midnight - Solemn Pontifical Mass 

with Cathedral Choir

Thursday, 25 December - Christmas Day

8:00am
9:30am
11:00am

(Solemn Pontifical Mass with Cathedral Choir)

6:00pm

Last day of business: 24 December
Reopening: Wednesday, 07 January

We thank you for your support
throughout the year and wish all our
customers a holy, joyful, and blessed

Christmas.

Friday 26 December - 8:00am Mass

Saturday 27/Sunday 28
Normal weekend Mass Times

Monday 29 December - 8:00am Mass

Tuesday 30 December - 8:00am Mass

Wednesday 31 December - 8:00am Mass

Thursday 01 January - 8:00am Mass

Friday 02 January - 8:00am Mass

No Adoration or Confession between
 Christmas Day and 02 January

Christmas & the New Year
Mass Times between

Normal Mass times resume 
the weekend of 03 & 04 January 2026

St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta

A message from the Parish Office



1.Food Coordinator: Ensures weekly meals for Alpha guests
are covered, coordinating delivery with food providers.

2.Food Providers: Volunteers supply food, typically providing a
meal a couple of times throughout the program.

3.Service Team: Supports Alpha guests by setting up, serving
food, and cleaning up after meals.

Mass times over Christmas & New Year
On the previous page of the bulletin you will find Mass times
for Christmas Day and the period between Christmas and the
resumption of the regular Mass/Reconciliation/Adoration
schedule on 05 January. Please take a photo for your
information.

As usual, there will be restricted Mass times and office hours
between Christmas Day and the first week of January. Mass
will still be offered daily and the Cathedral chapel will be open
each weekday from the time of the first Mass (8:00am) until
6:00pm. There will be a security guard on site to ensure that at
this quieter time of year our faithful and the buildings are safe!

PARISH NOTICES

The Parramatta Way of Safeguarding is to...
Act with justice, and state that we have a zero tolerance for any form of abuse or harm to children or any person;
Act with justice, and ensure that laws and obligations are upheld, and safety is paramount.

Our Commitment to Safeguarding
At St Patrick’s Cathedral Parramatta, we are dedicated to creating a safe and nurturing environment for all members of our
community, especially children and vulnerable adults, in line with the "Parramatta Way." 

Stay connected with our Parish
Don't forget to download the St Pat’s Parish App
to receive the latest news, event updates, Mass
times, and more - right at your fingertips. If you
need help, please contact the parish office.

As a Church we all bring different skills.
Currently we have people that have
volunteered for our other roles – If you can
help with these roles, please put your hand
up and join the team. Together we can bring
people on the most amazing journey…
Just click this QR code and indicate the role
for which you would like to put your hand.
Alternatively contact the parish office and let
them know.

ALPHA 2026 is coming... 
but we need your help.
In 2025 we had two really fruitful Alpha
programs and as we start our planning
for Alpha 2026 there are a few positions
we need help with. We must fill these
roles if we are to run Alpha:

Baulkham Hills Christmas Day Lunch
The Parish of Baulkham Hills are are hosting a Christmas Lunch
for anyone who will be on their own on Christmas Day. You may
be in town for a visit, or just moved into the area, or may simply
be unable to share Christmas Day with your loved ones. So
come and share it with us. It will be held on Thursday 25
December in and around the St Michael’s Prmary School hall,
and everyone is welcome, families and individuals. But places
are limited, so you will need to register to attend. For more
information, contact the parish office on (02) 9639 0598 or email
baulkhamhills@parracatholic.org.

Sapientia
Single adults, ages 18-35, are invited to join the
Dominican Friars and Sisters for a weekend
retreat at St Mary’s Towers, Douglas Park, NSW
from 13 - 15 February 2026. The retreat will
consist of talks, discussion, silence, Eucharistic
Adoration, the Sacrament of Confession, Mass,
and time for fellowship. Places limited. 
Cost: $300 per person.
https://www.trybooking.com/DHJBL

Maria Van Bui - RIP
Maria died late last week at the age of 92. Maria was one of a
very small group of people (2!) who looked after the rose
garden and other planted areas here at St Patrick’s. Her
husband, Sylvester, was a long-serving acolyte, who retired
from this role at nearly 90 years of age.
Maria’s funeral will be held at Holy Trinity, Granville, on
Tuesday, 23 December at 10:00am.

mailto:baulkhamhills@parracatholic.org
https://www.trybooking.com/DHJBL


Return and Earn Cage
Support our parish by donating your
eligible cans, plastic bottles, and glass
containers. Place them in the Return &
Earn collection cage located outside the
Cloister Cafe, and all proceeds will help
fund parish initiatives. Thank you for your
support.

Updating Your Credit Card Details for
Planned Giving
To update your credit card details, please follow these steps:

Visit the St Patrick’s Cathedral website.
Click Donate, then click Donate again. You will be
redirected to the Pushpay website.
Select the person icon with the padlock and log in using
your mobile number.
Once logged in, you can update your details by clicking on
“Payment Methods”and then select the card details to
update/change. 

If you need help at any stage, please contact the parish office
or  coordinator for assistance where you can get a detalied
“how to guide”.

Catholic Outlook
A new copy of the diocesan magazine,
Catholic Outlook, is now available for you to
take home, free of charge. Plenty of news
and information, including Christmas Mass
times around the diocese. The magazine
can also be accessed online via the
Diocese of Parramatta website.

PARISH NOTICES

The Parramatta Way of Safeguarding is to...
Act with justice, and state that we have a zero tolerance for any form of abuse or harm to children or any person;
Act with justice, and ensure that laws and obligations are upheld, and safety is paramount.

Our Commitment to Safeguarding
At St Patrick’s Cathedral Parramatta, we are dedicated to creating a safe and nurturing environment for all members of our
community, especially children and vulnerable adults, in line with the "Parramatta Way." 

Need Help with the Parish App?
Having difficulties with the parish app? Please contact our Parish
Coordinator, Pascarl, who will be glad to guide you through any
issues: coordinator@stpatscathedral.com.au

Mobile phones
A polite request for people to switch to silent,
or switch off, their mobile phones and other
devices when at the cathedral, be it at Mass,
for prayer, or any other purpose. Thank you
for your cooperation.

Support for our Jewish friends
You will notice that this weekend I have chosen to reproduce the
message released by Bishop Vincent in response to the shocking
events that took place last Sunday at Bondi Beach, an event that
made news around the world.

Feeling that a more local response was also demanded, the
Parish Pastoral Council felt that a letter to the local Jewish
community would be a good way to show our support for this
community at this terrible time. The text ran as follows:

Dear Rabbi Cohavi,

I am writing to you in response to the shocking events that took
place at Bondi Beach on Sunday, 04 December. During a
peaceful and joyful celebration of the first night of Hanukkah,
members of the Jewish community were subjected to violence
that has deeply shaken us all. As people of faith, we grieve
alongside those who mourn, and we lament yet another tragic
moment that has become all too familiar in our world today.

These senseless killings have shocked and sickened all
Australians who value the sanctity of all human life. 

I write on behalf of the parishioners of St Patrick's Cathedral,
Parramatta, who, at this time, wish to reach out to our Jewish
brothers and sisters who are mourning the loss of so many
people who share their faith. We stand by you in solidarity and
want to assure you of our prayerful support at this time. We can
only imagine the grief and anger that Jewish people must be
feeling at this time, especially in light of the history of persecution
and prejudice that has marked the life of people of Jewish faith
for so many centuries.

Once again, we stand by you in solidarity and will hold all those
affected by this senseless tragedy in prayer before the one God
we all love as brothers and sisters with Abraham as our common
father.

Fraternally yours,

Very Rev Robert Riedling
Dean and Administrator

Let us continue to pray for peace and, more importantly, foster
peace wherever we see discord and division, more especially
whenever we witness racism and prejudice, especially the
antisemitism which has plagued humankind for centuries.
                                                                                     Fr Robert

https://stpatscathedral.com.au/


WEDDINGS   

BAPTISMS 

We welcome into our Catholic Christian family the
following children who were recently baptised here... 

We also pray for the couples recently married here and
those preparing for their upcoming nuptials.

Willow Waugh, Sime Popic
 & Kensija Popic-O'Donnell

POPE LEO’S... 

Prayer Intention
for December

For Christians in areas of conflict
“Let us pray that Christians living in areas of
war or conflict, especially in the Middle East,
might be seeds of peace, reconciliation, and

hope.”

Sick: Gretta D'Souza, Sharon Webb, Jessica Blatman, Rodolfo Manalo, Hamish J Pereira, Valentyna, Elias Safadi,
Hamish Perreira, Fr Michael Attard, Mary Nissan, Nadia Nissan, Nabil Makdessi, Ghalie KouraSilvana Rechichi

Special Intentions: Romeo D'Souza, Romeo Esteves, Marianno De Arrogante, Shannen Mendoza, Jared & Hien Besant,
HIlda & Gaulbert Pais, Peachy Romulo, Pedro & Sheila Romulo, Raven Seguia, Charmaine, Duy Xhang Hoang, Raveen,
Naleen, Tian, Shannen Mendoza, Legion of Mary Officers, Melanie, Magpayo, Gladys Uy, John & Aida, Freeda, Ani, Nikh

Anniversaries: Danny Doolub, Maximena Manlangit, Jure & Maria Drazenovic, Eddie Lai, Hans Bucher & parents,
Honorato & Wilhemina Dela Cruz, Maria Lelyveld, Warlito Arciaga, Divine Grace Marigomen, Pedro Obar Morales, Edward
Muller, Juan Montesco, Maximena Manlangit, Johannes Lelyveld, Frank Maccarone, Rodney Jayatilaka, Dora Kirk

Recently Deceased: Janine Burn, Fr Mario Colina CM, Peter Lewin, Paul Peters, Se Christeia Uy, Evelyn Maguire

Deceased: Nazar & Lewis Nissan, Jose Evangelista, Murad Andranes, Meynard V Guilles, Maria Megale, Pasquale
Altamore, Flood victims in Sri Lanka, Frosing C Tullo, Felicitas B Antonio, YT & Deanna Hsu

Anniversaries: Pedro Obar Morales, Edward Muller, Juan Montesco, Maximena Manlangit, Johannes Lelyveld, Frank
Maccarone, Rodney Jayatilaka, Dora Kirk, Joseph Fung, Gabriel Muniandi, Jose Ramirez, Anacorita, Jesus

Perpetuals: Antoine Morvan, Leo Bardetta, Carmen Train, Joan Brady, Rudy Rupac, Frank Agostino, Wendy A Smith,
Louisa & Arthur Baxter, Paul Mahoney, Nat Fedyk, Robert Dearie, Norm Hector, Bokeyar family, David family, Japour
family, Paula Loto’aniu, Peter & Annette Van Tilburg, Margaret Angela Roberts, Sally & Frank Martlew, Sherwood family,
Pat & Jim Hartman, John Ryan, Mark Fletcher, Royan & Andrews families, Don & Pat Andrews, Juliet & Peter Noronha,
Vijaya Sawant, Dr Joseph Malouf, Abel Moses, Jimmy, Anna & Frank Grainda, Jack & June Barrett, Ann O’Brien, Watson
Lee, Ian & Pat Sanders, Bill & Alice Kendall, Allan Kendall, Maria Patterson & Ellen Bancan, Hooper family, Giuseppina &
Giovanni Rechichi, Mary Coady, Mary & Jack White, Vincent & Rebecca Vella, Walter Townsend, Ferris Grugeon,
McInherny, White, McWilliam & McGuckin families, Mary Abela, Robert Andrews, Sylvester family, Rogan family, Adcock
& McMillan families, Love family, Gabrielle Baker, Paula Cowling, McDermott & Starr families, Repose of the Souls in
Purgatory and all deceased parishioners of St Patrick’s and St Monica’s

We pray for...

PRAYER INTENTIONS

From Pope Leo...

“X” post dated
16 December

“Before every Nativity scene, including those set up in our homes, we relive the birth
of Jesus. We rediscover the need to seek moments of silence and prayer in our
lives, in order to find ourselves and enter into communion with God.”

WEDDINGS   

BAPTISMS 

We welcome into our Catholic Christian family the
following children recently baptised here... 

We pray for the following couple recently married
here... 

Vo Thi Xuan Hien & Jared Besant

Alliera Eid
Milena Cardoso & Sienna Wehbe



“The call of the Church today is to transcend
the limits of the institutional structures and to
open itself to the presence of the Spirit in the
Church and in every Christian.”

 Saint of the Week 

Information: Universalis

 26 December - St Stephen, Martyr

“Quote of the Week” Did You Know...? 

Stephen is the first martyr. He was one of the deacons
appointed by the Apostles to organise the distribution of
food to the poor. He performed many miracles and
confounded the Jews in disputation. They fabricated
false charges against him. At his trial he preached the
risen Christ to them, so they stoned him to death. He
prayed for his persecutors as he was dying. One of them,
Saul of Tarsus, who was looking after the cloaks of the
stone-throwers, was later converted and became the
great missionary St Paul.

Dom Bede Griffiths
 (1906 - 1994)

Benedictine Monk

...that the fourth candle to be lit on the
Advent wreath, the final one before the
lighting of the white Christmas candle, is
often referred to as the Angels’ Candle?
The fourth candle symbolises peace and
invites us to reflect on the peace which the
angel of the Lord brought to an anxious
Joseph before the birth of Jesus, and that the
host of angels brought to the shepherds when
Jesus was born.

May we too be agents
of peace in a troubled
world, beset as it is by
discord, violence, and
the manifestations of
misused power.



0403 083 692

soulhealingcounselling.com.au

hello@soulhealingcounselling.com.au

(M.Couns)Paula El-Husseini
CLINICAL COUNSELLOR 
REGISTERED NDIS PROVIDER

24 Hour Service to all suburbs 

• Home cleaning

• Strata cleaning

• Commercial cleaning 

• Grounds keeping 

Cleaning to suit your needs 

KCM Brothers’ Property Maintenance 

Australian Owned 

 6 Pitt Street Parramatta 2150 

Tel: 9687 1072 Fax: 9687 1074 

Email: wnbull@wnbull.com 

Member, Australian Funeral Directors

 NEED a CLEANER? 

 

Servicing Parramatta & surrounding areas 

Call Mick on 0405 309 826 
www.kcmbrothers.com

S O U L  H E A L I N G
C O U N S E L L I N G  S E R V I C E S

From


