
1 Marist Place, Parramatta  NSW  2150 

01 March 2026 - 2  Sunday of Lent (Year A)nd

HAVE YOU ever had an experience of God that has
overwhelmed you? It might have been simply a moment
of intense intimacy and warmth that came to you in
prayer, perhaps an insight into scripture that you know
could have come only from the Holy Spirit, maybe a
revelation of the sheer reality of God when you have
received the Eucharist, or perhaps even an experience
of the divine that grasped you in spending time with
family or friends. 

The point is that whilst these experiences are very real
and clearly significant for us, these times of blessing are
generally fleeting. We would love to sustain these times 

“Lord, it is wonderful for us to be here...” 

WEEKLY PRAYER GROUPS 
Monday   7:15pm - Legion of Mary
Tuesday  9:30am - Christian Meditation 
Tuesday  7:30pm - RCIA (Sept - April)
Friday      1:00pm - Cenacle Prayers 

MONTHLY PRAYER GROUPS
 

First Friday Devotions: 7:00pm in Chapel
True Life in God: Last Friday @ 6:00pm in
the Cloister Cafe

(02) 8839 8400       www.stpatscathedral.com.au 

OTHER GROUPS 
Credo Youth Ministries 
Contact the office or find information on 
Facebook: credo.stpats 
Email: credo@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Friends of St Patrick’s Cemetery
stpatscemeterynp.com

WEEKENDS 
6:00pm (Saturday) Vigil Mass 
7:30am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Mass 
9:30am Mass 
11:00am Solemn Mass with Cathedral Choir
6:00pm Mass 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
6:10am Morning Prayer 
6:30am Mass 
11:15am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
11:15am Reconciliation (till 12:15pm) 
Rosary after Angelus at 12:00 noon 
12:30pm Mass 

SATURDAY 
7:30am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Mass 
8:30am Reconciliation (till 9:00am) 
5:00pm Reconciliation (till 5:30pm) 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
8:00am Mass (No Adoration or Confessions) 

Mass Schedule

Scan and 
connect with us

Support us!
Scan to donate

Bishop of Parramatta: Most Rev Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv, DD 

and bask forever in that intimacy and reality of God, but it is not to be. Of course, this
desire to extend times of enjoyment applies equally to the secular world. No one
wants a good time to end!

Peter, the most impetuous of the apostles, is one example of someone wanting to
extend a time of divine intimacy. In this Sunday’s Gospel, the famous story of the
Transfiguration, Peter, along with the other two apostles closest to Jesus, James and
John, witnesses the transfiguration of Jesus and the appearance of Moses and
Elijah, and wants to spend more time on the mountain with them – to the point of
offering to build a camp! But it is not to be so: without being given any reply, Peter
and the others hear the voice of the Father affirming Jesus’ identity and commanding
them to listen to him. Following this, Jesus tells them not to be afraid, and they all
descend the mountain to carry on their journey to Jerusalem. 

Some scripture scholars understand the enigmatic event of the Transfiguration as
Jesus’ way of affirming his identity and giving encouragement to the apostles at a
crucial time. But that is all it is. The group cannot dwell on the mountain because
there is work to be done, the work of salvation. And that work can take place only in
Jerusalem. 

During this season of Lent, making a more concerted effort in our prayer life, we may
experience God in a special way, perhaps in a way unknown before now. It is natural
that we want to capture and live in that moment, but we cannot do that if we want to
be truly Christian. Our faith demands that we use whatever encouragement and
nourishment we get from God for the mission, the mission to make God known to
others. Our faith is not meant to be something we keep to ourselves like a security
blanket but rather something that demands to be shared, even if that involves some
suffering on our part, as it did for Jesus.
 

So, as we continue the early stages of the Lenten pilgrimage, let us give thanks for
opportunities we are given to draw closer to God and, by extension, God’s people.
But let us also see these times as opportunities to continue the mission we were
given in baptism, the mission to bring others into intimacy with God by living as Jesus
calls us to – lives marked by love, mercy, compassion, justice and an inner joy. 
 

Let us resist the temptation to try and orchestrate constant intimacy with God. After
all, when, please God, we arrive in heaven, that intimacy will never end! 

Wishing you a blessed Lenten season, 

Fr Robert



Parish Coordinator: Pascarl El-Hage (Mon - Fri)
8839 8419 or coordinator@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Parish Secretary: Donna Missio (Mon, Wed, Fri) 
8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au

Parish Secretary: Pat Preca (Tue, Thu, Fri)
8839 8412 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au

Sacramental Coordinator: Parish Team 
8839 8400 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Director of Music: Bernard Kirkpatrick KSS  HonFGCM 
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Assistant Director of Music: Eric Grella 
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Organist: Patrick Newman
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au

MC & Liturgy Coordinator: Jorel Mateo 
8839 8400 or liturgy@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant MC: Blake Bano 
8839 8400 or liturgy@stpatscathedral.com.au

Youth Coordinator: TBC 
8839 8400 or credo@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Gift Shop Manager: Contact Parish Office
8839 8400 or giftshop@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Hiring of Rooms
For hire of Cloister Function rooms, call the office on
8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Sacraments
Baptisms are celebrated in the Cathedral on most 
Sundays after the 11:00am Solemn Mass, at around
12:45pm. Contact the parish office to book or fill out
the form on the website.
Weddings are by appointment only.
At least six months’ notice is necessary. 
Contact the Parish Secretary on 8839 8412.
 

First Eucharist and Confirmation 
Please contact the Parish Secretaries.

 Office Hours: 9:00am - 4:00pm Weekdays 

STAFF CONTACT DETAILS 
Dean and Administrator 
Very Rev Robert Riedling EV
8839 8420 - dean@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Priest 
Rev Andrew Rooney 
8839 8423 - assistantpriest@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Priest 
Rev Dr Vincent Ojo
8839 8400 - assistantpriest2@stpatscathedral.com.au

Deacon 
Rev Mr David Dowling 
8839 8415 - deacon@stpatscathedral.com.au

Priest in Residence 
Rev Dr Philip Alesin

 Material for Bulletin 
If you have something that you would like published in the
bulletin, please ensure that it is conveyed to our Parish
Secretaries, Pat or Donna, by 12:00 noon on Thursday. 

THE BULLETIN

Our Commitment to Safeguarding
At St Patrick’s Cathedral Parramatta, we are dedicated to creating a safe and nurturing
environment for all members of our community, especially children and vulnerable
adults, in line with the "Parramatta Way." 
The Parramatta Way of Safeguarding is to...

Act with justice, and state that we have a zero tolerance for any form of abuse
or harm to children or any person;
Act with justice, and ensure that laws and obligations are upheld, and safety is
paramount.

ALPHA - You are invited!
Explore Life, Faith & Meaning with Alpha at St Patrick's Cathedral
Parramatta. Ever wonder if there’s more to life? Not sure what you
believe? Curious about faith?

Alpha is a series of relaxed sessions where you can explore life,
meaning, and God — no strings attached. There’s food, a short video,
and real conversation. That’s it. No preaching. No pressure. Just a
space to be yourself, ask anything, and say what you think.  
Launch Night: Wednesday 25 February         Time: 7:00pm 
Where: Cloister Function Room :St Patrick's Cathedral Parramatta
👇 REGISTER HERE, inside the St Pat's App or via the QR Code

Regsiter here:
https://stpatscathedral.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/110/responses/new

🍀 Save the Date 🍀 
St Patrick’s Day Celebration! 

Join us on Sunday 15 March for a parish celebration from 9:00am.

🌭 Barbecue 🐐 Petting Zoo 11:00am-1:00pm 🍀Plant stall
🧁 Baked Goods Stall  💃 Irish Dancers 12:30pm 

🫖 Devonshire Tea & Scones Cafe
Raising funds for St Patrick's Parish.

Bring your family and friends for a morning of fun, food, and fellowship as we
celebrate St Patrick’s Day together!

 

We look forward to seeing you there!

St Pat's Matters is out!
Pick up your copy and read about the fire 30 years ago and
a mystery that remains. Follow the comings and goings in
the music ministry, and profiles of the stayers. There are
reflections from a pilgrim in Spain and a catechist in
Parramatta via the Philippines. Also, who was the Irish
Catholic rebel who, strangely, worked for the Anglican
chaplain known as the 'flogging parson,' Rev Samuel
Marsden? There's news of our refugee family, JRS and
Parramatta Mission. And more! Print is best but you can
find St Pat’s Matters in the app and on the website too.

https://stpatscathedral.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/110/responses/new
https://stpatscathedral.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/110/responses/new
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Stations of the Cross – A Lenten Journey
Each Friday in Lent, we invite you to walk the Way of the Cross,
entering more deeply into the mystery of Christ’s suffering, death,
and love for us. The Stations of the Cross is a powerful devotion
that allows us to reflect on Jesus’ final journey, uniting our own
struggles with his sacrifice. 
Join us in the Cathedral each Friday at 6:00pm, as we prayerfully
retrace the steps of Christ, contemplating his profound love and
mercy.

We also invite families and individuals to take part in leading
a Station of the Cross each Friday. This is a wonderful
opportunity to engage more deeply in the prayer and to help guide
our community through this sacred devotion. If you would like to
participate, please let us know by emailing
coordinator@stpatscathedral.com.au or contacting the parish
office.

Join a Lenten Reflection Group
This Lent, take time to deepen your faith by joining one of our
Lenten Reflection Groups. These gatherings provide a
welcoming space to pray, reflect on Scripture, and journey
together as a faith community.

Two options are available:
Sunday evenings at 8:00pm (via Zoom), commencing 22
February. Led by Fr Robert. Zoom link available on the app
or contact the parish office.

Tuesday mornings at 9:30am (Parish Office), commencing
Tuesday 24 February. Reflection booklets will be provided
for use during the session.

Whether you prefer the convenience of an online session or the
fellowship of an in-person gathering, we encourage you to take
this opportunity to grow spiritually this Lent.

Lenten Food Drive for Jesuit Refugee
Service
Throughout Lent there is a donation space in the chapel for non-
perishable foods to support the Jesuit Refugee Services foodbank.
The JRS foodbank supports over 150 local families. Please
consider supporting the donation drive. We need: cooking oil,
dried red lentils, laundry detergent, canned tuna unflavoured,
dishwashing detergent and long life milk. Please note that we
do NOT need rice!

Thank you for sharing the love of Christ with those in need this
Lent.

Project Compassion
As usual at the commencement of Lent, Caritas Australia launch
Project Compassion, a campaign to raise both awareness of, and
funding for, development projects in our region of the world to
assist people in need. 

Next weekend we will have available Project Compassion boxes
for you to take home or to your workplace, as a reminder of the
work of this international Catholic aid agency. Though most people
choose to donate online these days, the “old fashioned” boxes are
a visual reminder to us of the command to care for those in need,
so please take one with you this weekend!

Thank you in anticiaption of your generous sacrifice during the
penitential season of Lent.

In this season of repentance
and renewal, may we open our
hearts to the grace of the
Cross and prepare ourselves
to share in the joy of the
Resurrection. All are welcome!

Bethlehem olive wood items for sale
Next weekend (07/08 March) there will be a display of handcrafted
olivewood religious items for sale. These items are hand crafted in
Bethlehem the Holy Land by the Catholic families there. Your
purchase helps support these families and supports preserving the
Holy Sites in Bethlehem. Over 600 families rely on this work as
their main source of income, but with the ongoing conflict, hardly
any pilgrims are visiting Bethlehem. By purchasing these items,
you are offering much-needed support to the Christian community
in Bethlehem and helping to keep the faith in the Holy Land.

Lenten Calendar for Children – Now Available
Parents are warmly invited to collect a Lenten Calendar for
Children to help support your child’s Lenten journey. These
calendars offer simple daily reflections and activities designed
especially for children as we prepare our hearts for Easter.
We encourage all families to pick one up and journey together
through this holy season. Calendars are available in the narthex of
the Chapel.

First Friday - 07 March @ 7:00pm
We warmly invite you to join us for our First Friday Devotion this
Friday, 07 March, starting at 7:00pm in the chapel. This is a
special time to come together in prayer, reflection, and devotion.
All welcome!
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Special Screening 
“Guadalupe: Mother of Humanity” 

📅 Friday 20 March | 🕖 7:00pm
St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta – Cloister Hall

Discover the miraculous story of Our Lady of Guadalupe: in 1531,
the Virgin Mary appeared to Juan Diego, leaving her image on his
tilma — a cloak that has endured nearly 500 years, surviving acid,
a bomb blast, and the tests of time. Hidden messages in the image
continue to inspire awe and faith. 

🎟 Tickets: $10 per person, payable on the night (cash or card)
🍿 Parish Treats: Popcorn and snacks available as part of parish
fundraising.

This inspiring documentary has been shown across the Diocese of
Parramatta and Archdiocese of Sydney and featured in The
Catholic Weekly. 

🎥Recommended PG 13+
🎬 Watch the trailer: Click Here
🌐 Learn more: Official Website

Come and experience this story of faith, hope, and enduring
miracles! 

Prepare Your Hearts for Eucharist28: Holy
Hour - Sunday 01 March
As we prepare for the 54  International
Eucharistic Congress to be held in Sydney in
2028, our parish will join communities across
Australia for a special Holy Hour of
Eucharistic Adoration on Sunday 01 March
(Second Sunday of Lent).

th

Come and spend an hour with the Lord in 
prayer before the Blessed Sacrament as we begin this national
journey of renewal and devotion to the Eucharist. We will be
holding this after the 11:00am Solemn Mass this Sunday 01
March, from 12:15pm.  All are warmly invited to attend!

For more information and resources as we prepare together, visit
the official Congress website: eucharist28.org. 

Volunteers Needed - Livestreaming
We are seeking volunteers to assist with the livestreaming of
Masses such as the 11:00am Solemn Mass on Sunday and on
other special occasions. All training provided. Please contact the
Parish Office if you are interested.

Restless children
Please note that the cathedral is endeavouring to ensure the
outside speakers are switched on at every Sunday Mass for those
parents who need to take their children outside if they (the
children!) get somewhat restless. We appreciate the huge effort
parents make in bringing their children to Mass and hope this
move will assist all concerned.

Women’s Breakfast
Celebrating the Feast of St Joseph
Saturday 21 March
8:00am – 10:00am
Mary MacKillop Spirituality Ministry,
33 Barina Downs Rd, Baulkham Hills
Cost: $20 per person (breakfast included)

All women are warmly invited to a special community
breakfast celebrating the Feast of St Joseph and
honouring the legacy of Mary MacKillop and the Sisters
of St Joseph.

Guest speaker: Sr Virginia Bourke rsj.
Bookings essential
Scan the Qr code to register
All women are welcome!

Congratulations...
The parish community congratulates
Perla and Miguel Lombardi who will
celebrate their 65th Wedding
Anniversary on 04 March. They were
parishioners at St Patrick's for about
15 years before moving into a
Uniting Care retirement village in
West Pennant Hills. 

On the occasions their family are able to bring Perla and Miguel to
attend 11:00am Mass on a Sunday at the Cathedral, their hearts are
filled with joy, because they are coming back to their beloved
spiritual home.

Become an SRE Catechist – Volunteers
Needed
Would you like to play a pivotal role in fostering Catholic faith and
understanding among children?
Would you like to volunteer in public schools to make a difference
in the lives of young students? 
Would you like to find out more about becoming a Catechist?
We would love to hear from you!
For further information, please visit:
https://parracatholic.org/contribute/sre-catechist/
If you are interested or would like to know more, please email the
St Patrick’s Cathedral SRE Team at: sre@stpatscathedral.com.au
Your “yes” could help shape a child’s faith journey.

Legion of Mary Recruitment 
The Legion of Mary is a Catholic lay
apostolate that seeks holiness through
prayer and active service to the Church,
inspired by devotion to the Blessed Virgin
Mary. Parishioners interested in joining the
group here are asked to contact the Parish
Office.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PQgSsQn5DbhLkIZtBZ6f1IWAMPsmGZVz/view
https://www.guadalupethemovie.com/
http://eucharist28.org/


WEDDINGS   

BAPTISMS 

We welcome into our Catholic Christian family the
following children who were recently baptised here... 

We also pray for the couples recently married here and
those preparing for their upcoming nuptials.

Willow Waugh, Sime Popic
 & Kensija Popic-O'Donnell

POPE LEO’S... 

Prayer Intention
for March

For disarmament and peace
“Let us pray that nations move toward

effective disarmament, particularly nuclear
disarmament, and that world leaders choose
the path of dialogue and diplomacy instead of

violence.”

Sick: Ghalie Koura, Sebastiao Bugo, Linda Passaro, Ravi Prakash, Rosie Rezk, Hamish J Pereira, Mark A Mirando, Adriana
Villada, Joana Blandon, Elias Safadi, Mary Grace Manubay, Vickram & Vasvi Arcot, Rodolfo Manalo, Gretta D'Souza, Sharon
Webb, Jessica Blatman, Rodolfo Manalo, Valentyna, Fr Michael Attard, Silvana Rechichi

Special Intentions: Maxmillian Lovett, Blang, Jane, Regina, Hazel, Mary Grace Landizabal, Bianca Yousif, Raveen, Naleen,
Tian, Chryslyn Pinto & family, Archie Thorbani & family, Unnati Patel & family, Michael Harper, Rohan Britto, Casilda Britto,
Hiong, Aida Marner, John & Aida, Bart & Clara Cabezas, Ernesto & Riza Angeles, David Ibella, Ping Hsu, Daniel Pinto, Stephen
Senjak, Romeo D'Souza, Romeo Esteves, Marianno De Arrogante, Shannen Mendoza, Jared & Hien Besant

Anniversaries: Juan & Maria Valdez & family, Juan Montesco, Constance C. Valdez, Victor Dominquez, Erwin Mendoza, John
Doolub, Danny Doolub, Pasquale Altamore, Bernard Rodricks, Gracie Rodricks, Irima Muller, Agapito Antonio, Dionisia Antonio,
Soosai Villava Rayen, Watson Lee, Nida De Noronha, Moltea Iezzi, Sally & Frank Martlew, Sherwood family, Paul So Nguyen

Recently Deceased: Brian Climpson, Terry Cook, Stalin Tiongco, Juanita P. Reyes, Lucy Avila, Miguel Diaz, Marcus Ojo,
Vincent Dorahy, Ralph Vallejo, Elijah Brown, Janine Burn, Fr Mario Colina CM, Peter Lewin, Paul Peters, Se Christeia Uy

Deceased: Elias Koura, Maria Megale, Youssef & amira Chaaya, Reginaldo Bugo, Ligoury Pinto, YT & Deanna Hsu, Lucy
D'Mello, Rose Mendonza, Sr Regis, Daniel Kek Teng Kiong, Danny Doolub, John Doolub, Peter Maroun, Philip Vas, Leti Vas

Anniversaries: Pedro Obar Morales, Edward Muller, Juan Montesco, Maximena Manlangit, Johannes Lelyveld

Perpetuals: Thanh Hung Le, June Schembri, Antoine Morvan, Leo Bardetta, Carmen Train, Joan Brady, Rudy Rupac, Frank
Agostino, Wendy A Smith, Louisa & Arthur Baxter, Paul Mahoney, Nat Fedyk, Robert Dearie, Norm Hector, Bokeyar family,
David family, Japour family, Paula Loto’aniu, Peter & Annette Van Tilburg, Margaret Angela Roberts, Sally & Frank Martlew,
Sherwood family, Pat & Jim Hartman, John Ryan, Mark Fletcher, Royan & Andrews families, Don & Pat Andrews, Juliet & Peter
Noronha, Vijaya Sawant, Dr Joseph Malouf, Abel Moses, Jimmy, Anna & Frank Grainda, Jack & June Barrett, Ann O’Brien,
Watson Lee, Ian & Pat Sanders, Bill & Alice Kendall, Allan Kendall, Maria Patterson & Ellen Bancan, Hooper family, Giuseppina
& Giovanni Rechichi, Mary Coady, Mary & Jack White, Vincent & Rebecca Vella, Walter Townsend, Ferris Grugeon, McInherny,
White, McWilliam & McGuckin families, Mary Abela, Robert Andrews, Sylvester family, Rogan family, Adcock & McMillan
families, Love family, Gabrielle Baker, Paula Cowling, McDermott & Starr families, Repose of the Souls in Purgatory and all
deceased parishioners of St Patrick’s and St Monica’s

We pray for...

PRAYER INTENTIONS

From Pope Leo... “Lent is a time in which the Church, guided by a sense of maternal care, invites us to
place the mystery of God back in the centre of our lives, in order to find renewal in our
faith and keep our hearts from being consumed by the anxieties and distractions of daily
life.”

WEDDINGS   

BAPTISMS 

We welcome into our Catholic Christian family the
following children recently baptised here... 

We pray for the following couple recently married
here... 

Lorrae Johnston & Sean Pender

 Athena Andronaco
Santino Hitosis
Adeline Russo

“X” post dated
21 February



“There is a way to know if God is near us or far away: everyone
who is concerned about the hungry, about the naked, about the
poor, about the disappeared, about the tortured, about the
prisoner, about all the flesh that is suffering, will find God
near...Religion is not praying a great deal. Religion involves this 

 Saints of the Week 

Information: Universalis

 07 March - Saints Perpetua and Felicity (d. 203), Martyrs

“Quote of the Week” Did You Know...? 

They were martyred at Carthage in 203 during the persecution of
Septimius Severus. With so many martyrs of the third and fourth
centuries we have to say “they were martyred but nothing else is
known about them.” That is not the case here. We have a detailed
contemporary account of their arrest, trial, sufferings and
martyrdom, written partly by the saints themselves and partly by an
eye-witness. Devotion to them spread rapidly and they are
mentioned in the Roman Canon of the Mass.

St Oscar Romero
 (1917 - 1980)

Bishop and Martyr

...that the Stations of the Cross which we celebrate
each Friday in Lent (6:00pm) is a traditional way of
reminding us of Christ’s Passion?

Recalling the last hours of the life of Jesus is assisted by
the ritual practice of the Stations of the Cross. Though not
all the traditional stations have a basis in scripture, each
of them evokes from us a response which assists us in 

guarantee of having my God near
because I do good to my brothers and
sisters. The proof of my prayer is not to
say a great many words, the proof of my
plea is easy to see: how do I act toward
the poor? Because God is there.”

understanding the significance for our
salvation of the suffering of Jesus. In doing
this, we can more fully appreciate the joy
which is found in the highlight of the
Christian calendar, the feast of the
Resurrection - Easter!



• Home cleaning

• Strata cleaning

• Commercial cleaning 

• Grounds keeping 

        Cleaning to suit your needs 

KCM Brothers’ Property Maintenance 

 NEED a CLEANER? 

 

Servicing Parramatta & surrounding areas 

Call Mick on 0405 309 826 

www.kcmbrothers.com

Commercial Law
Compensation
Wills and Estates
Conveyancing

Call us on
1800 180 500

to see if we can assist you

Email: reception@mcauleylawyers.com.au

Australian Owned 

 6 Pitt Street Parramatta 2150 

Tel: 9687 1072 Fax: 9687 1074 

Email: wnbull@wnbull.com 

Member, Australian Funeral Directors

24 Hour Service to all suburbs 

10 Pike Street, Rydalmere 2116

Tel: 0450 078 673  

www.supereasystorage.com.au

http://www.supereasystorage.com.au/

