
1 Marist Place, Parramatta  NSW  2150 

26 April 2026 - Fourth Sunday of Easter (Year A)

A Good Shepherd

WEEKLY PRAYER GROUPS 
Monday   7:15pm - Legion of Mary
Tuesday  9:30am - Christian Meditation 
Tuesday  7:30pm - RCIA (Sept - April)
Friday      1:00pm - Cenacle Prayers 

MONTHLY PRAYER GROUPS
 

First Friday Devotions: 7:00pm in Chapel
True Life in God: Last Friday @ 6:00pm in
the Cloister Cafe

(02) 8839 8400       www.stpatscathedral.com.au 

OTHER GROUPS 
Credo Youth Ministries 
Contact the office or find information on 
Facebook: credo.stpats 
Email: credo@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Friends of St Patrick’s Cemetery
stpatscemeterynp.com

WEEKENDS 
6:00pm (Saturday) Vigil Mass 
7:30am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Mass 
9:30am Mass 
11:00am Solemn Mass with Cathedral Choir
6:00pm Mass 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
6:10am Morning Prayer 
6:30am Mass 
11:15am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
11:15am Reconciliation (till 12:15pm) 
Rosary after Angelus at 12:00 noon 
12:30pm Mass 

SATURDAY 
7:30am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Mass 
8:30am Reconciliation (till 9:00am) 
5:00pm Reconciliation (till 5:30pm) 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
8:00am Mass (No Adoration or Confessions) 

Mass Schedule

Scan and 
connect with us

Support us!
Scan to donate

Bishop of Parramatta: Most Rev Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv, DD 

Wishing you a blessed and joyful Easter season,  Deacon David

SO MANY VOICES…

It is commonly quoted that the average person is
now exposed to more information in one day than a
person in the fifteenth century was exposed to in
their entire life! With social media, 24/7 news cycles,
digital content, texts, alerts, notifications – we have a
never-ending stream of information coming at us.
The pure scale of it can be overwhelming, and then
there is the fact that much of what we hear is
contradictory – how can we decide which things to
believe? When we stopped buying newspapers, 
media outlets had to change their business models. Now, unless you pay for a
subscription news service, most of our news is being paid for in some other way
– “click bait” advertising, selling our information, or political influence. 

In the midst of all this, unsurprisingly, people have gravitated towards
“influencers” to help them navigate through this sea of information and
disinformation. But we need to ask ourselves: “What is their business model?
Why do they say what they say? Are they receiving advertising revenue? Are
they exercising political influence?” Almost all of them have some angle, and we
need to be very aware of that. They may say that they really want to help
people, and for some of them that may be true, but if they are being paid one
way or another, they are really helping themselves and not the people they are
influencing. And “the proof of the pudding is in the eating”…. the massive rise in
social media and constant information has gone hand in hand with a massive
rise in depression, anxiety, loneliness, and unhappiness. 
 

In the last couple of years, we have seen a dramatic rise in the number of
people choosing to become Catholics. It has been wonderful, but in many ways,
this is a response to the lack of substance that the “world” offers. Substance,
meaning, significance, truth, real comfort, real guidance, all these reside where
they have always resided, in Jesus Christ, and in the Church that He
established to spread, and share, and live out, His Good News. In a world of
constant change, Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow.

In today’s gospel Jesus tells us that the other voices in our lives have come to
steal from us, so nothing really has changed on that. Jesus, however, has come
“that they may have life, and have it to the full.” I love this promise. I have built
my life around this promise, and this promise has given me a “life to the full”.
There is plenty of challenge in my life, and a fair share of suffering, but I would
not swap my life for any other life. Not for any amount of wealth, power or
anything else.

This is Good Shepherd Sunday, traditionally a Sunday for people to think about
if they are called to a vocation. Some people are called to the vocation of
religious life – to be a Priest, a Sister, a Brother, or a Deacon. Others are called
to a ministry of one sort or another. Every single person is called. So, perhaps it
is time that you decided whose voice you are going to listen to – the voices that
one way or another are stealing from you, or the voice that longs to offer you
“life to the full”.



Parish Coordinator/Safeguarding Champion:
Pascarl El-Hage (Mon - Fri)
8839 8419 or coordinator@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Parish Secretary: Donna Missio (Mon, Wed, Fri) 
8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au

Parish Secretary: Pat Preca (Tue, Thu, Fri)
8839 8412 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au

Sacramental Coordinator: Parish Team 
8839 8400 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Director of Music: Bernard Kirkpatrick KSS  HonFGCM 
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Assistant Director of Music: Eric Grella 
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Organist: Patrick Newman
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au

MC & Liturgy Coordinator: Jorel Mateo 
8839 8400 or liturgy@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant MC: Blake Bano 
8839 8400 or liturgy@stpatscathedral.com.au

Youth Coordinator: TBC 
8839 8400 or credo@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Gift Shop Manager: Contact Parish Office
8839 8400 or giftshop@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Hiring of Rooms
For hire of Cloister Function rooms, call the office on
8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Sacraments
Baptisms are celebrated in the Cathedral on most 
Sundays after the 11:00am Solemn Mass, at around
12:45pm. Contact the parish office to book or fill out
the form on the website.
Weddings are by appointment only.
At least six months’ notice is necessary. 
Contact the Parish Secretary on 8839 8412.
 

First Eucharist and Confirmation 
Please contact the Parish Secretaries.

 Office Hours: 9:00am - 4:00pm Weekdays 

STAFF CONTACT DETAILS 
Dean and Administrator 
Very Rev Robert Riedling EV
8839 8420 - dean@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Priest 
Rev Andrew Rooney 
8839 8423 - assistantpriest@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Priest 
Rev Dr Vincent Ojo
8839 8400 - assistantpriest2@stpatscathedral.com.au

Deacon 
Rev Mr David Dowling 
8839 8415 - deacon@stpatscathedral.com.au

Priest in Residence 
Rev Dr Philip Alesin

 Material for Bulletin 
If you have something that you would like published in the
bulletin, please ensure that it is conveyed to our Parish
Secretaries, Pat or Donna, by 12:00 noon on Thursday. 

THE BULLETIN

Our Commitment to Safeguarding
At St Patrick’s Cathedral Parramatta, we are dedicated to creating a safe and
nurturing environment for all members of our community, especially children and
vulnerable adults, in line with the "Parramatta Way." 

The Parramatta Way of Safeguarding is to...
Act with justice, and state that we have a zero tolerance for any form of
abuse or harm to children or any person;
Act with justice, and ensure that laws and obligations are upheld, and
safety is paramount.

Safeguarding in our Parish
Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. It ensures that children, young
people, and vulnerable adults are safe, respected, and protected in our parish
community.

All volunteers and ministry members are required to complete safeguarding
training. This can be completed online - please contact
coordinator@stpatscathedral.com.au for access to the online modules.

Face-to-face training sessions are also available at St Patrick’s Cathedral,
Parramatta. You can choose to attend either:

Three consecutive Tuesday evenings (26 May, 02 June & 09 June) from
6:00pm - 7:30pm in the Cloister Hall, or a one-day session on Saturday 30 May
8:45am - 1:30pm. 

Modules 1, 2, and 3 will be covered in these sessions. A registration link will be
shared soon.                                                                

For more information, please visit the
Diocese of Parramatta Safeguarding
website:
https://parracatholic.org/safeguarding/

Thank you for helping keep our parish a
safe and welcoming place.

National Count of Attendance
During May 2026, the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference will conduct the
National Count of Attendance across all parishes in Australia.

This count will be held over the following weekends:

2/3 May, 9/10 May, 16/17 May and 23/24 May

This important exercise helps provide an accurate picture of Mass attendance
across the country and supports planning for the Church’s mission and pastoral
care.
We kindly ask for volunteers to assist with the counting process at each Mass
over these weekends. If you are able to help, please contact the Parish Office as
soon as possible.

Thank you for your generosity and continued support of our parish community.

https://parracatholic.org/safeguarding/
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PARISH NOTICES

How to Download the App
1.Scan QR Code  to go to Google Play Store or Apple App Store on your mobile device.
2.Tap the "Install" button to download and install the app.
3.Once installed, open the app and finish setting up your profile.

 The App can also be downloaded via the Cathedral website:wwwstpatscathedral.com.au

St Patrick’s Cemetery - Exciting News!
As part of the National Trust Heritage Festival, St Patrick’s
Cemetery will be holding two open days to include the historic St
Francis of Assisi Chapel.

Our next open day will be Sunday 03 May with a guided tour
from 2:00pm.

Please find below links to the respective tours:

Tour 1 - Symbolism : https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/changing-
symbolism-in-historic-st-patricks-cemetery-north-parramatta-
tickets-1985489160527?lid=0mz72f0w7r5x

Tour 2 - Pioneer migrants:
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/pioneer-migrants-of-historic-st-
patricks-cemetery-north-parramatta-tickets-1985489334046?
lid=0mz72f0w7r5x

Thursday 30 April 12:30pm
Mass
All parishioners are warmly invited to attend
Mass on Thursday 30 April at 12:30pm at St
Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta. Bishop Vincent
will celebrate this Mass and commission the
new St Vincent de Paul Society
Diocesan/Central Council President.

Fr Robert - Annual Leave
Fr Robert will be taking some annual leave
from Sunday 26 April through to Saturday
02 May.

Parish Pastoral Council Update 
After the many liturgies of Holy Week and the joys of welcoming
so many people into the church at the Easter Vigil and on Easter
Sunday, we are grateful for the tremendous service offered by
staff and parishioners in so many ways over an amazing week.  
 

The PPC discussed a host of matters at its meeting in April
because there’s no rest to be had! As you saw in last week’s
bulletin, progress in preparing the overnight homeless shelter is
ongoing, and we are inviting parishioners with relevant skills to
join an oversight committee. You will also see an appeal for
assisting the group managing the Open Arms of St Patrick’s in
supporting our refugee family. Thirdly, the Alpha team needs a
little more help for the next three Wednesday nights. Lastly,
nominations are being sought from parishioners to join the PPC
after some retirements. You can see there are plenty of ways to
be involved. Contact the office or email
ppc@stpatscathedral.com.au. 

Join the Parish Pastoral Council!
Expressions of interest are invited for three casual vacancies
on the Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) until the end of the current
PPC term (mid 2027) with the possibility of extending the
commitment after this date. The PPC advises the Dean on
pastoral matters such as pastoral planning, support for parish
ministries and outreach as well as help to shape parish life and
programs. Commitment to the PPC requires attending meetings
on the third Monday of each month (except in January) in the
Parish Office from 7:00pm - 8:30pm.

If interested please contact Kerry Giumelli, PPC Chairperson, at
ppc@stpatscathedral.com.au for more details. Closing date for
expressions of interest is Friday 22nd May.

Parish Finance Committee Update
The Finance Committee is currently working with the Chancery
on the upcoming Cathedral budget, while also addressing
ongoing issues with the Cathedral’s air conditioning, and camera
system.

Thank you for your continued support of our parish. Fundraising
is going well this year, and we are especially grateful for those
who helped with the April BBQ breakfast. The next BBQ
breakfast will be on May 17.

Upcoming works:
Finishing of the presbytery exterior windows painting (final
stage of the 2024 project).
Replacement of lino in the kitchen and laundry presbytery.
A few minor other maintenance jobs around the presbytery.

Future funds raised will be directed towards our ministry groups
to support their activities and outreach. Thank you for your
generosity.  

Please note Mass on this day at 8:00am only. No adoration or
confession will be available. The chapel and precinct will be open
from 8:00am - 6:00pm. Security will be on-site at the usual times
from 12:00 noon - 6:00pm.

Monday 27 April - Public Holiday

First Friday - 01 May @ 7:00pm
We warmly invite you to join us for our First Friday Devotion this
Friday, 01 May, starting at 7:00pm in the chapel. This is a
special time to come together in prayer, reflection, and devotion.
All are welcome!

mailto:ppc@stpatscathedral.com.au
mailto:ppc@stpatscathedral.com.au


Stay connected with our Parish
Don't forget to download the St Pat’s Parish App
to receive the latest news, event updates, Mass
times, and more - right at your fingertips. If you
need help, please contact the parish office.

PARISH NOTICES

Adult Confirmations 2026
The Office for Worship will host a Catechesis and Formation
Day for those candidates (16+) interested in receiving the
Sacrament of Confirmation this year. This will be on Saturday
29 August, 9:30am – 2:00pm at the Bishop Bede Heather
Centre in Blacktown. A light lunch will be provided on the day. 

For more information, please contact the Office for Worship
ofw@parracatholic.org or 0460 037 795.

Thank you - Barbecue Breakfast
Thank you to everyone who supported our Barbecue Breakfast on
Sunday 19 April. It was wonderful to see such a great turnout from
parishioners across all three Masses, creating a warm and
welcoming community atmosphere.

A special thank you to our dedicated volunteers who generously
gave their time and energy to make the morning such a success.
From setting up early, cooking and serving, to cleaning up
afterwards, your teamwork and commitment ensured everything
ran smoothly. We are truly grateful for your contribution to parish
life.

We look forward to seeing you again at our next Barbecue
Breakfast on Sunday 17 May!

Senior’s Ministry - April Event
On Tuesday 21 April, the Seniors Ministry came together to
commemorate ANZAC Day and to celebrate those in our
community who are 90 years and older. What a blessing you are
to our parish! Your wisdom, faith, and presence enrich us all,
and we are deeply grateful to have such an extraordinary group
among us. May God continue to bless you abundantly as you
inspire our community with your lives.

Do you volunteer at St Pat’s?
Our parish thrives because of the generosity and dedication of our
volunteers. Do you assist at events, support hospitality welcoming
parishioners? etc

All volunteers in the parish are reminded that, while not every role
requires a Working With Children Check, all volunteers are
required to complete the “Acknowledgment of the Code of
Conduct” form as a Diocesan requirement (March 2026).

Please complete the form HERE and email it to
coordinator@stpatscathedral.com.au, or collect a paper copy from
the parish office.

If you have completed a Working With Children Check notification
form, you do not need to complete this form.

Thank you for generously giving your time to St Pat’s and helping
build our parish community. We also appreciate your support of
the parish office in ensuring we meet all required obligations and
compliance standards.

After consulting widely with the parish, Fr
Robert has decided to go ahead with the trial
of providing overnight shelter for local
homeless people one night a week for 10
weeks in the Cloister Hall. 

The adjacent QR code is still available if you
prefer. 
Contact socialjustice@stpatscathedral.com.au.

Go-ahead for overnight shelter trial

Diocese 40  Anniversary Mass - 31 Mayth

As you will know, the Diocese of Parramatta recently celebrated
its 40  anniversary, on 08 April. At this time, Bishop Bede
Heather was yet to be installed as the first Bishop of Parramatta,
but the Diocese had been erected by Pope John Paul II.

th

In order for people throughout the diocese to celebrate this
event, a special Mass will be celebrated by the Papal Nuncio to
Australia, Archbishop Charles Balvo, here at St Patrick’s
Cathedral on Sunday 31 May, at 2:00pm. RSVP essential! See
flyers on noticeboards for QR code.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1b-7ttoUBIoL4AQaY1Sqown8n1zSUuk8G/view?usp=sharing


WEDDINGS   

BAPTISMS 

We welcome into our Catholic Christian family the
following children who were recently baptised here... 

We also pray for the couples recently married here and
those preparing for their upcoming nuptials.

Willow Waugh, Sime Popic
 & Kensija Popic-O'Donnell

POPE LEO’S... 

Prayer Intention
for April

For priests in crisis
“Let us pray for priests going through

moments of crisis in their vocation, that they
may find the accompaniment they need and

that communities may support them with
understanding and prayer.”

Sick: Jenny Cheung, Karl Fortado, Felixberto de la Pena, Hamish J Pereira, Udaya Rajam, Catherine Ramos, Betty Patinglag,
Linda Popic, Charles Dickens, Ghalie Koura, Sebastiao Bugo, Linda Passaro, Ravi Prakash, Rosie Rezk,  Mark A Mirando,
Adriana Villada, Joana Blandon, Mary Grace Manubay, Vickram & Vasvi Arcot, Sharon Webb, Silvana Rechichi

Special Intentions: Cedric & Suzanne D’Souza, Naleen, Ankica, Stephen, nikola, Mara & Ruzica Senjak, Fortado Family,
Romeo D'Souza, Sumaya, Ryan Lardizabal, Apo Adriaico, Floyd Oribello, Raveen, Tian, Aaron Bugo, Esther Lopez, Rajesh
Kumar, Juan Charles

Anniversaries: Aidman O’Domhnaill, Vittoria Teuma, Doyle D’Costa, Rufino R. Nubla, Anton Poropat, Rosetta Raffaele, Frere
Alexandre Anh, Aloma Pospischil, Dr C. O. Sioson, Juan & Maria Valdez & family, Juan Montesco, Constance C Valdez, Victor
Dominquez, Erwin Mendoza, John Doolub, Danny Doolub, Pasquale Altamore, Bernard Rodricks, Gracie Rodricks, Irima Muller,
Agapito Antonio, Dionisia Antonio

Recently Deceased: Dr Flor Lacanilao, Patrick Condon, Michaela Anu, Romula Romy Pena, Elias Safadi, Gloria Bryant,
Paloma Escarlan, Elisa Escarlan, Lorna Low, Amanda Villada, Helga Brightenburg, Reggie Court, Doreen Robinson

Deceased: Deanna Hsu, Francesco Davino, Maria Megale, Meynardo Guilles, YT, Robert Valentin, Roydon Fernandez, Peter
Netto, Shierly Tan Lorenzo, Danny Doolub, John Doolub, Mathew Sieders, Lucy D'Mello, Philip Vas, Leti Vas, Charles Vas

Anniversaries: Maria Davino, Joseph Davino, Rafaela de la Pena, Teresa Van Tilburg, Pedro Obar Morales

Perpetuals: Thanh Hung Le, June Schembri, Antoine Morvan, Leo Bardetta, Carmen Train, Joan Brady, Rudy Rupac, Frank
Agostino, Wendy A Smith, Louisa & Arthur Baxter, Paul Mahoney, Nat Fedyk, Robert Dearie, Norm Hector, Bokeyar family,
David family, Japour family, Paula Loto’aniu, Peter, Teresa & Annette Van Tilburg, Margaret Angela Roberts, Sally & Frank
Martlew, Sherwood family, Pat & Jim Hartman, John Ryan, Mark Fletcher, Royan & Andrews families, Don & Pat Andrews,
Juliet & Peter Noronha, Vijaya Sawant, Dr Joseph Malouf, Abel Moses, Jimmy, Anna & Frank Grainda, Jack & June Barrett,
Ann O’Brien, Watson Lee, Ian & Pat Sanders, Bill & Alice Kendall, Allan Kendall, Maria Patterson & Ellen Bancan, Hooper
family, Giuseppina & Giovanni Rechichi, Mary Coady, Mary & Jack White, Vincent & Rebecca Vella, Walter Townsend, Ferris
Grugeon, McInherny, White, McWilliam & McGuckin families, Mary Abela, Robert Andrews, Sylvester family, Rogan family,
Adcock & McMillan families, Love family, Gabrielle Baker, Paula Cowling, McDermott & Starr families, Repose of the Souls in
Purgatory and all deceased parishioners of St Patrick’s and St Monica’s

We pray for...

PRAYER INTENTIONS

From Pope Leo... “Entrusting ourselves to God’s will brings joy and profound serenity. A life given to
God is a happy life, but its offering must be renewed each day through prayer, the
sacraments, and time spent with the brothers and sisters whom the Lord places
along our path.”

WEDDINGS   

BAPTISMS 

We welcome into our Catholic Christian family the
following children recently baptised here... 

We pray for the following couple recently married
here... 

Ola Kobialka & Kristian Jurisic

Aria Devaney
Alexandrea Birdsall 

“X” post dated
23 April



“...let my mind meditate on you, let my tongue speak
of you, let my heart love you, let my mouth preach
you. Let my soul hunger for you, let my flesh thirst for 

 Saint of the Week 

Information: Universalis

 29 April - St Catherine of Siena (1347 - 1380), Virgin, Doctor

“Quote of the Week” Did You Know...? 

Catherine was born in Siena and, seeking perfection, entered the Third Order of
the Dominicans when she was still in her teens. In 1370 she was commanded by
a vision to leave her secluded life and enter the public life of the world. She wrote
letters to many major public figures and carried on a long correspondence with
Pope Gregory XI, urging him to reform the clergy and the administration of the
Papal States. She burned with the love of God and her neighbour. As an
ambassador she brought peace and harmony between cities. She fought hard to
defend the liberty and rights of the Popes and did much for the renewal of
religious life. She also dictated books full of sound doctrine and spiritual
inspiration. She died on 29 April 1380. In 1970 Pope Paul VI declared her a
Doctor of the Church.

St Anselm
 (1033 - 1109)

Bishop and Doctor of the Church

...that the Fourth Sunday of Easter, commonly known
as “Good Shepherd Sunday” because of the theme
of the Gospel, is the traditional Day of Prayer for
Vocations to Priesthood, Diaconate and Religious
Life?

Pope Leo says to young people: “I encourage you to
cultivate your personal relationship with God through daily
prayer and meditation on the Word. Pause, listen and
entrust yourselves. In this way, the gift of your vocation will
mature, bringing you happiness and yielding abundant fruit
for the Church and the world.”

you, my whole being desire
you, until I enter into the joy of
the Lord, who is God, Three in
One, blessed for ever. Amen.”



• Home cleaning

• Strata cleaning

• Commercial cleaning 

• Grounds keeping 

        Cleaning to suit your needs 

KCM Brothers’ Property Maintenance 

 NEED a CLEANER? 

 

Servicing Parramatta & surrounding areas 

Call Mick on 0405 309 826 

www.kcmbrothers.com

Commercial Law
Compensation
Wills and Estates
Conveyancing

Call us on
1800 180 500

to see if we can assist you

Email: reception@mcauleylawyers.com.au

Australian Owned 

 6 Pitt Street Parramatta 2150 

Tel: 9687 1072 Fax: 9687 1074 

Email: wnbull@wnbull.com 

Member, Australian Funeral Directors

24 Hour Service to all suburbs 

10 Pike Street, Rydalmere 2116

Tel: 0450 078 673  

www.supereasystorage.com.au

http://www.supereasystorage.com.au/
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	“...let my mind meditate on you, let my tongue speak of you, let my heart love you, let my mouth preach you. Let my soul hunger for you, let my flesh thirst for
	you, my whole being desire you, until I enter into the joy of the Lord, who is God, Three in One, blessed for ever. Amen.”
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