
1 Marist Place, Parramatta  NSW  2150 

03 May 2026 - Fifth Sunday of Easter (Year A)

God’s call is more by grace than by merit

WEEKLY PRAYER GROUPS 
Monday   7:15pm - Legion of Mary
Tuesday  9:30am - Christian Meditation 
Tuesday  7:30pm - RCIA (Sept - April)
Friday      1:00pm - Cenacle Prayers 

MONTHLY PRAYER GROUPS
 

First Friday Devotions: 7:00pm in Chapel
True Life in God: Last Friday @ 6:00pm in
the Cloister Cafe

(02) 8839 8400       www.stpatscathedral.com.au 

OTHER GROUPS 
Credo Youth Ministries 
Contact the office or find information on 
Facebook: credo.stpats 
Email: credo@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Friends of St Patrick’s Cemetery
stpatscemeterynp.com

WEEKENDS 
6:00pm (Saturday) Vigil Mass 
7:30am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Mass 
9:30am Mass 
11:00am Solemn Mass with Cathedral Choir
6:00pm Mass 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
6:10am Morning Prayer 
6:30am Mass 
11:15am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
11:15am Reconciliation (till 12:15pm) 
Rosary after Angelus at 12:00 noon 
12:30pm Mass 

SATURDAY 
7:30am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Mass 
8:30am Reconciliation (till 9:00am) 
5:00pm Reconciliation (till 5:30pm) 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
8:00am Mass (No Adoration or Confessions) 

Mass Schedule

Scan and 
connect with us

Support us!
Scan to donate

Bishop of Parramatta: Most Rev Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv, DD 

Wishing you a blessed and joyful Easter season, 
 

Fr Vincent

ON THIS FIFTH Sunday of Easter, the Church invites
us to reflect on the nature of the Christian calling. In the
First Reading, the Apostles chose seven helpers called
deacons (diaconoi - δίακονοί) to assist in the work of
the distribution of food to the widows and needy in the
church. This was done after praying and laying hands
on them. We must take note of the criteria set by the
apostles which must be met by those to be elected
deacons namely: men of good reputation, filled with the
Holy Spirit and wisdom. These conditions enabled them
to carry out their tasks with conviction and uprightness.
Consequently, the word of God continued to spread and 
more believers were won over to the Lord.

St Peter addressed the church in the Second Reading about the general choice and
election of the people by God. God chose those to share in the royal priesthood of
his Son not simply by their own merits but as a result of grace made abundant to
them. Hence, he says: “You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a consecrated
nation, a people set apart to sing the praises of God who called you out of the
darkness into his wonderful light.” So, being called into this new life is a privilege but
it is also something which must elicit a positive response. The early Christians
understood this and responded positively to their call and election by God. We are
all challenged today to continue to elicit a positive response to our own calling and
election by our way of living so that more people may be won over to the Lord as
happened in the early church.

The Gospel passage today gives us a glimpse of the early Christians. They were not
perfect before they were called. They were rather called in spite of their weaknesses
and imperfections as it is often said: God does not call the qualified, rather, he
qualifies the called (Jer. 1:4-10). As part of his farewell speech to his apostles and
disciples, Jesus was telling them of his impending departure from them and what
would happen thereafter. However, many of them, if not all, did not understand what
he was saying despite the fact that he had been with them and tutored them for
about three years. Two of them were bold enough to question him, Thomas and
Philip. When Jesus told the disciples that they knew where he was going, Thomas
did not hide his ignorance. He said: Lord, we do not know where you are
going….Again, when Jesus told them that they already knew his father, Philip
objected and said: Lord, let us see the Father and we shall be satisfied. Jesus
rebuked both of them and seized the opportunity to further educate and enlighten
them about his person and mission on earth and his relationship with God his
Father.

It is a fact that many of us are ignorant about some of the doctrines in the church
and in the bible and yet are timid to ask questions from those who have the duty to
enlighten us. It is not sufficient to just attend Sunday Mass. We must deepen our
knowledge of the bible and church doctrines so as to be better enabled to enlighten
others, for no one can give what he does not have “Nemo dat quod not habet”. Let
us join some faith nurturing groups in the church and make our faith active and
productive.



Parish Coordinator/Safeguarding Champion:
Pascarl El-Hage (Mon - Fri)
8839 8419 or coordinator@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Parish Secretary: Donna Missio (Mon, Wed, Fri) 
8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au

Parish Secretary: Pat Preca (Tue, Thu, Fri)
8839 8412 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au

Sacramental Coordinator: Parish Team 
8839 8400 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Director of Music: Bernard Kirkpatrick KSS  HonFGCM 
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Assistant Director of Music: Eric Grella 
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Organist: Patrick Newman
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au

MC & Liturgy Coordinator: Jorel Mateo 
8839 8400 or liturgy@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant MC: Blake Bano 
8839 8400 or liturgy@stpatscathedral.com.au

Youth Coordinator: TBC 
8839 8400 or credo@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Gift Shop Manager: Contact Parish Office
8839 8400 or giftshop@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Hiring of Rooms
For hire of Cloister Function rooms, call the office on
8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Sacraments
Baptisms are celebrated in the Cathedral on most 
Sundays after the 11:00am Solemn Mass, at around
12:45pm. Contact the parish office to book or fill out
the form on the website.
Weddings are by appointment only.
At least six months’ notice is necessary. 
Contact the Parish Secretary on 8839 8412.
 

First Eucharist and Confirmation 
Please contact the Parish Secretaries.

 Office Hours: 9:00am - 4:00pm Weekdays 

STAFF CONTACT DETAILS 
Dean and Administrator 
Very Rev Robert Riedling EV
8839 8420 - dean@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Priest 
Rev Andrew Rooney 
8839 8423 - assistantpriest@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Priest 
Rev Dr Vincent Ojo
8839 8400 - assistantpriest2@stpatscathedral.com.au

Deacon 
Rev Mr David Dowling 
8839 8415 - deacon@stpatscathedral.com.au

Priest in Residence 
Rev Dr Philip Alesin

 Material for Bulletin 
If you have something that you would like published in the
bulletin, please ensure that it is conveyed to our Parish
Secretaries, Pat or Donna, by 12:00 noon on Thursday. 

THE BULLETIN

Our Commitment to Safeguarding
At St Patrick’s Cathedral Parramatta, we are dedicated to creating a safe and
nurturing environment for all members of our community, especially children and
vulnerable adults, in line with the "Parramatta Way." 

The Parramatta Way of Safeguarding is to...
Act with justice, and state that we have a zero tolerance for any form of
abuse or harm to children or any person;
Act with justice, and ensure that laws and obligations are upheld, and
safety is paramount.

Safeguarding in our Parish
Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. It ensures that children, young
people, and vulnerable adults are safe, respected, and protected in our parish
community.

All volunteers and ministry members are required to complete safeguarding
training. This can be completed online - please contact
coordinator@stpatscathedral.com.au for access to the online modules.

Face-to-face training sessions are also available at St Patrick’s Cathedral,
Parramatta. You can choose to attend either:

Three consecutive Tuesday evenings (26 May, 02 June & 09 June) from
6:00pm - 7:30pm in the Cloister Hall, or a one-day session on Saturday 30 May
8:45am - 1:30pm. 

Modules 1, 2, and 3 will be covered in these sessions. A registration link will be
shared soon.                                                                

For more information, please visit the
Diocese of Parramatta Safeguarding
website:
https://parracatholic.org/safeguarding/

Thank you for helping keep our parish a
safe and welcoming place.

National Count of Attendance
During May 2026, the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference will conduct the
National Count of Attendance across all parishes in Australia.

This count will be held over the following weekends:

2/3 May, 9/10 May, 16/17 May and 23/24 May

This important exercise helps provide an accurate picture of Mass attendance
across the country and supports planning for the Church’s mission and pastoral
care.
We kindly ask for volunteers to assist with the counting process at each Mass
over these weekends. If you are able to help, please contact the Parish Office as
soon as possible.

Thank you for your generosity and continued support of our parish community.

https://parracatholic.org/safeguarding/
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PARISH NOTICES

How to Download the App
1.Scan QR Code  to go to Google Play Store or Apple App Store on your mobile device.
2.Tap the "Install" button to download and install the app.
3.Once installed, open the app and finish setting up your profile.

 The App can also be downloaded via the Cathedral website:wwwstpatscathedral.com.au

St Patrick’s Cemetery - Exciting News!
Our next open day will be Sunday 03 May with a guided tour
from 2:00pm.

Please find below links to the respective tours:

Tour 1 - Symbolism : https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/changing-
symbolism-in-historic-st-patricks-cemetery-north-parramatta-
tickets-1985489160527?lid=0mz72f0w7r5x

Tour 2 - Pioneer migrants:
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/pioneer-migrants-of-historic-st-
patricks-cemetery-north-parramatta-tickets-1985489334046?
lid=0mz72f0w7r5x

Parish Pastoral Council Update 
After the many liturgies of Holy Week and the joys of welcoming
so many people into the church at the Easter Vigil and on Easter
Sunday, we are grateful for the tremendous service offered by
staff and parishioners in so many ways over an amazing week.  
 

The PPC discussed a host of matters at its meeting in April
because there’s no rest to be had! As you saw in last week’s
bulletin, progress in preparing the overnight homeless shelter is
ongoing, and we are inviting parishioners with relevant skills to
join an oversight committee. You will also see an appeal for
assisting the group managing the Open Arms of St Patrick’s in
supporting our refugee family. Thirdly, the Alpha team needs a
little more help for the next three Wednesday nights. Lastly,
nominations are being sought from parishioners to join the PPC
after some retirements. You can see there are plenty of ways to
be involved. Contact the office or email
ppc@stpatscathedral.com.au. 

Parish Finance Committee (PFC) update
The PFC is currently working with the Chancery on the
upcoming Cathedral budget, while also addressing ongoing
issues with the Cathedral’s air conditioning and camera systems.

Thank you for your continued support of our parish. Fundraising
is going well this year, and we are especially grateful for those
who helped with the April barbecue breakfast. The next
barbecue breakfast will be on Sunday 17 May.

Upcoming works:
Finishing of the presbytery exterior windows painting (final
stage of the 2024 project).

Replacement of linoleum in the kitchen and laundry
presbytery.

Deep cleaning of carpets on the upstairs floor of the
prebytery (accommodation section).

A few minor other maintenance jobs around the presbytery.

Future funds raised will be directed towards our ministry groups
to support their activities and outreach. Thank you for your
generosity!

Parishioners are warmly invited to
welcome the Legion of Mary statue into
their homes for one week.

This beautiful devotion offers families a
special opportunity to deepen their
prayer life and invite Our Lady’s spiritual
presence and protection. 

Having the statue in your home
encourages daily prayer, strengthens
faith, and brings a sense of peace and
grace to the household. 

We encourage all families to take part in
this ministry and experience the
blessings it brings. 

To book a week, please contact Brian
Dsouza via SMS or WhatsApp at +61492
836 495 or via email
bd.2913@gmail.com. 

Experience Mary's Presence: Host the
Legion of Mary statue

Job Vacancy - Greystanes
Parish Team Employment –
Co-ordinator of Volunteers
Initially 15 hrs/wk onsite for a suitably qualified/experienced
person:
· Collaborating as a parish team member with a focus on
promoting, organising and celebrating parishioner involvement in
ministry/service
· Overseeing the safeguarding requirements for those in
ministry/service whilst assisting processes for both practical and
enriching ongoing formation
For a role description and requirements for making application,
please contact: parishoffice@olqp.org.au by 12th May 2026

mailto:ppc@stpatscathedral.com.au


Stay connected with our Parish
Don't forget to download the St Pat’s Parish App
to receive the latest news, event updates, Mass
times, and more - right at your fingertips. If you
need help, please contact the parish office.

Retreat Facilitator Workshop - 16 July
An interactive two-day workshop for those called to design and
lead retreats and workshops that foster faith, contemplation, and
personal transformation. 
Participants will explore group processes,
practical facilitation skills, and the creation
of sacred spaces for reflection and prayer,
while also developing a personal project for
implementation. There will be space for
personal reflection on vocation and calling
as a facilitator. 

Guides: Therese Carroll rsj and Dean Mason

PARISH NOTICES

Adult Confirmations 2026
The Office for Worship will host a Catechesis
and Formation Day for those candidates (16+)
interested in receiving the Sacrament of
Confirmation this year. This will be on
Saturday 29 August, 9:30am – 2:00pm at the
Bishop Bede Heather Centre in Blacktown. A
light lunch will be provided on the day. 

For more information, please contact the Office
for Worship ofw@parracatholic.org or 0460
037 795.

Do you volunteer at St Pat’s?
Our parish thrives because of the generosity and dedication of our
volunteers. Do you assist at events, support hospitality welcoming
parishioners? etc

All volunteers in the parish are reminded that, while not every role
requires a Working With Children Check, all volunteers are
required to complete the “Acknowledgment of the Code of
Conduct” form as a Diocesan requirement (March 2026).

Please complete the form HERE and email it to
coordinator@stpatscathedral.com.au, or collect a paper copy from
the parish office.

Thank you for generously giving your time to St Pat’s and helping
build our parish community. We also appreciate your support of
the parish office in ensuring we meet all required obligations and
compliance standards.

Can you help? Do you have town planning experience? There are
many tasks currently underway to progress the overnight
homeless shelter trial. We are keen to know if we have a
parishoner with town planning experience to support the trial
planning. If this is you, please contact Claire
(socialjustice@stpatscathedral.com.au) or email
coordinator@stpatscathedral.com.au. 

Overnight shelter trial

Diocese 40  Anniversary Mass - 31 Mayth

As you will know, the Diocese of Parramatta recently celebrated
its 40  anniversary, on 08 April. At this time, Bishop Bede
Heather was yet to be installed as the first Bishop of Parramatta,
but the Diocese had been erected by Pope John Paul II.

th

In order for people throughout the diocese to celebrate this
event, a special Mass will be celebrated by the Papal Nuncio to
Australia, Archbishop Charles Balvo, here at St Patrick’s
Cathedral on Sunday 31 May, at 2:00pm. RSVP essential! See
flyers on noticeboards for QR code.

Advertising in the bulletin
You may have noticed that we are currently expanding the
advertising in the bulletin to accommodate businesses that want
to take advantage of our competitive rates and wide distribution
of the bulletin.

Please support our advertisers as best you can.

If you have a business and wish to enquire about advertising in
the parish bulletin, please contact the Parish Office.

Free Event for Seniors
Royal Life Saving NSW are excited to share an opportunity for
Senior’s to take part in our Water Wellness Program at
Parramatta Aquatic Centre.
 

This program is designed for individuals aged 60+ who are
looking to start or return to aquatic activity and it includes 3 x 1
hour sessions that are detailed below.
 

⭐ Session 1: Thursday 14/05/26 | 1:00pm – 2:00pm
       CPR Awareness Session (Theory: dry session)
 

⭐ Session 2: Thursday 21/05/26 | 1:00pm – 2:00pm
       Lifesaving Skills Refresher (in water)
 

⭐ Session 3: Thursday 28/05/26 | 1:00pm – 2:00pm
       Aqua Fitness Class (in water)
 

The program is proudly funded by the NSW Government,
making it completely FREE for eligible participants.
 

If you or someone you know may be interested in participating or
would like more information, please get in touch, or register
online.
 Free Water Wellness Event

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1b-7ttoUBIoL4AQaY1Sqown8n1zSUuk8G/view?usp=sharing
https://www.drowningprevention.org.au/event-details/parramatta-seniors-water-wellness-2


WEDDINGS   

BAPTISMS 

We welcome into our Catholic Christian family the
following children who were recently baptised here... 

We also pray for the couples recently married here and
those preparing for their upcoming nuptials.

Willow Waugh, Sime Popic
 & Kensija Popic-O'Donnell

POPE LEO’S... 

Prayer Intention
for May

Thet everyone might have food
“Let us pray that everyone, from large

producers to small consumers, be committed
to avoid wasting food, and to ensure that

everyone has access to quality food.”

Sick: Romeo D'Souza, Jenny Cheung, Karl Fortado, Felixberto de la Pena, Hamish J Pereira, Udaya Rajam, Catherine Ramos,
Betty Patinglag, Linda Popic, Charles Dickens, Ghalie Koura, Sebastiao Bugo, Linda Passaro, Ravi Prakash, Rosie Rezk,  Mark
A Mirando, Adriana Villada, Mary Grace Manubay, Vickram & Vasvi Arcot, Sharon Webb, Silvana Rechichi

Special Intentions: Cedric & Suzanne D’Souza, Naleen, Ankica, Stephen, nikola, Mara & Ruzica Senjak, Fortado Family,
Romeo D'Souza, Sumaya, Ryan Lardizabal, Apo Adriaico, Floyd Oribello, Raveen, Tian, Aaron Bugo, Esther Lopez

Anniversaries: James McKee, Aidman O’Domhnaill, Vittoria Teuma, Doyle D’Costa, Rufino R. Nubla, Anton Poropat, Rosetta
Raffaele, Frere Alexandre Anh, Aloma Pospischil, Dr C. O. Sioson, Juan & Maria Valdez & family, Juan Montesco, Constance C
Valdez, Victor Dominquez, Erwin Mendoza, John Doolub, Danny Doolub, Pasquale Altamore, Bernard Rodricks, Gracie
Rodricks, Irima Muller, Agapito Antonio, Dionisia Antonio

Recently Deceased: Dr Flor Lacanilao, Patrick Condon, Michaela Anu, Romula Romy Pena, Elias Safadi, Gloria Bryant,
Paloma Escarlan, Elisa Escarlan, Lorna Low, Amanda Villada, Helga Brightenburg, Reggie Court, Doreen Robinson

Deceased: YT Hsu, Deanna Hsu, Francesco Davino, Maria Megale, Meynardo Guilles, Robert Valentin, Roydon Fernandez,
Peter Netto, Shierly Tan Lorenzo, Danny Doolub, John Doolub, Mathew Sieders, Lucy D'Mello, Philip Vas, Leti Vas

Anniversaries: Maria Davino, Joseph Davino, Rafaela de la Pena, Teresa Van Tilburg, Pedro Obar Morales

Perpetuals: Thanh Hung Le, June Schembri, Antoine Morvan, Leo Bardetta, Carmen Train, Joan Brady, Rudy Rupac, Frank
Agostino, Wendy A Smith, Louisa & Arthur Baxter, Paul Mahoney, Nat Fedyk, Robert Dearie, Norm Hector, Bokeyar family,
David family, Japour family, Paula Loto’aniu, Peter, Teresa & Annette Van Tilburg, Margaret Angela Roberts, Sally & Frank
Martlew, Sherwood family, Pat & Jim Hartman, John Ryan, Mark Fletcher, Royan & Andrews families, Don & Pat Andrews,
Juliet & Peter Noronha, Vijaya Sawant, Dr Joseph Malouf, Abel Moses, Jimmy, Anna & Frank Grainda, Jack & June Barrett,
Ann O’Brien, Watson Lee, Ian & Pat Sanders, Bill & Alice Kendall, Allan Kendall, Maria Patterson & Ellen Bancan, Hooper
family, Giuseppina & Giovanni Rechichi, Mary Coady, Mary & Jack White, Vincent & Rebecca Vella, Walter Townsend, Ferris
Grugeon, McInherny, White, McWilliam & McGuckin families, Mary Abela, Robert Andrews, Sylvester family, Rogan family,
Adcock & McMillan families, Love family, Gabrielle Baker, Paula Cowling, McDermott & Starr families, Repose of the Souls in
Purgatory and all deceased parishioners of St Patrick’s and St Monica’s

We pray for...

PRAYER INTENTIONS

From Pope Leo... “Our mission calls us to be ”bridges” and “channels” of peace, even before trying to
build it with our limited human efforts, especailly in the face of those who do not
seek it as a gift from God. May the grace that comes from heaven find its way
through the folds of history.”

WEDDINGS   

BAPTISMS 

We welcome into our Catholic Christian family the
following children recently baptised here... 

We pray for the following couple recently married
here... 

Miguel Tarazona & Delia Valdizan

Aria Lavin
Grace & David Szpitalak-Hron

“X” post dated
28 April



“Being holy...does not mean being perfect but being
whole; it does not mean being exceptionally religious or
being religious at all; it means being liberated from 

 Saint of the Week 

Information: Universalis

 07 May - Blessed Albert of Bergamo (1214 - 1279), Religious

“Quote of the Week” Did You Know...? 

Blessed Albert was born in Valle d’Ogna near Bergamo in 1214. As a
married man he was known for his generosity to the poor, a virtue for
which his wife reproached him. Upon the death of his wife, being
childless, he left his father’s farm and went to Cremona where he lived in
poverty. His poverty was a witness to a group of heretics there who
boasted of their own poverty. Attracted by the life of Saint Dominic he
joined the Brothers of Penance, which later became the Order of
Penance of Saint Dominic, and lived at the Dominican priory. He died on
07 May 1279.

William Stringfellow
 (1928 - 1985)

Theologian and Social Critic

...that the Gospel we hear this weekend is one of the
most common Gospel passages used at funerals?

We hear another of Jesus’ great “I am”
declarations in this Gospel, this time with
Jesus calling himself the Way, the Truth and
the Life. But what appeals to many who
choose this passage is Jesus speaking of
returning from heaven to take his followers to
a place already prepared for them in heaven.
Let us not allow this promise however, to
distract us from building God’s kingdom here
and now.

 religiosity and religious pietism of any
sort; it does not mean being morally
better, it means being exemplary; it does
not mean being godly, but rather being
truly human.”  



• Home cleaning

• Strata cleaning

• Commercial cleaning 

• Grounds keeping 

        Cleaning to suit your needs 

KCM Brothers’ Property Maintenance 

 NEED a CLEANER? 

 

Servicing Parramatta & surrounding areas 

Call Mick on 0405 309 826 

www.kcmbrothers.com

Commercial Law
Compensation
Wills and Estates
Conveyancing

Call us on
1800 180 500

to see if we can assist you

Email: reception@mcauleylawyers.com.au

Australian Owned 

 6 Pitt Street Parramatta 2150 

Tel: 9687 1072 Fax: 9687 1074 

Email: wnbull@wnbull.com 

Member, Australian Funeral Directors

24 Hour Service to all suburbs 

10 Pike Street, Rydalmere 2116

Tel: 0450 078 673  

www.supereasystorage.com.au

http://www.supereasystorage.com.au/
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