28 June 2026 - 13" Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)
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ST PATRICK'S
CATHEDRAL

PARRAMATTA

Mass Schedule

WEEKENDS

6:00pm (Saturday) Vigil Mass

7:30am Morning Prayer

800am Mass

9:30am Mass

11:00am Salemn Mass with Cathedral Choir

6:00pm Mass

MONDAY TO FRIDAY

6:10am Morning Prayer

6:30am Mass

11:15am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
11:15am Reconciliation (till 12:15pm)

Rosary after Angelus at 12:00 noon

12:30pm Mass

SATURDAY

7:30am Morning Prayer

8:00am Mass

830am Reconciliation (till 9:00am)
5:00pm Reconciliation (till 5:30pm)

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
800am Mass (No Adoration or Confessions)

WEEKLY PRAYER GROUPS

Monday 7:15pm - Legion of Mary
Tuesday 9:30am - Christian Meditation
Tuesday 7:30pm - RCIA (Sept - April)
Friday  1:00pm - Cenacle Prayers

MONTHLY PRAYER GROUPS

First Friday Devations: 7:00pm in Chapel
True Lifein God: Last Friday @ 6:00pm in
the Cloister Cafe

OTHER GROUPS
Credo Youth Ministries
Contact the office or find information on
Facebook: credo.stpats
Email: credo@stpatscathedral.com.au

Friends of St Patrick’s Cemetery
stpatscemeterynp.com
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(02) 8839 8400
Bishop of Parramatta: Most Rev Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv, DD

1 Marist Place, Parramatta NSW 2150

www.stpatscathedral.com.au

Preferring Christ to all others

RECENTLY, a person that | am very fond of asked
me a moral question out of the blue. | hadn’t been
expecting it and | was caught off-guard. What
clicked into gear was my pastoral nature. | gave
them an answer that reflected my affection for
them, and | knew almost immediately that | had
given the wrong answer. | knew | had preferred my
relationship with that person over my relationship
with God. That is exactly the kind of conflict that
Jesus is talking about in today’s Gospel.
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Satan, our enemy, is subtle and manipulative. For people trying to be good
Christians, he doesn’t always tempt us with things that are obviously bad, he
will often try to compromise us by splitting our loyalties. He will put us in a
situation where we are forced to choose between someone we love — a father,
mother, son, daughter, or a good friend, and God. Just as he did in my
situation, he will supply us with lovely arguments that encourage us to choose
the person, and that is exactly what Jesus is warning us against today. You
see even though these choices might appear to be pastoral acts of love, they
are not. They are the exact opposite. There are truths which our faith teaches
us, and compromising these truths, is not in fact an act of love, it is an act of
sin. Sin is anything that damages our relationship with God. The truth of a
situation can be inconvenient, it can be hard or difficult, but the truth is the
truth, and the truth has been given to us by God as an act of love, to help us
to live good and fruitful lives. When our loyalties appear to be divided, we
need to look a lot more closely at what is happening. Giving someone the
easy answer, the answer they want to hear, ultimately will do them a damage.
The truth is a reality, and if we deny or try to avoid a reality, our situation only
ever gets worse.

As | said, | knew pretty much immediately that | had done the wrong thing, so |
moved as quickly as | could to organise a second conversation. This
conversation will involve dealing with the truth of the situation. It will be no less
pastoral. We are called to be properly pastoral, not in what we say, but in how
we say it. Hard truths must be delivered with great love and gentleness.

In the second reading St Paul talks about how in baptism we go into the tomb
with Christ in order to be reborn into this wonderful new life with Him. This,
“going into the tomb”, means that we are called to die to this life: we are called
to give up all the things that this life promotes as great, including things that
can appear on the surface as objectively good, things like family loyalties. The
rewards of Christianity are immense — grace, peace, love, a fruitful meaningful
life, and ultimately eternal life. But we cannot receive the rewards of
discipleship without accepting the cost of discipleship. We must take up our
cross, even if that cross means creating difficulties in relationships that matter
to us. Ultimately, the reward for us, and often even for the person we are
dealing with, will be immensely greater than the price we pay today.




THE BULLETIN

STAFF CONTACT DETAILS

Dean and Administrator
Very Rev Robert Riedling EV
8839 8420 - dean@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Priest
Rev Andrew Rooney

8839 8423 - assistantpriest@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Priest
Rev Dr Vincent Ojo

8839 8400 - assistantpriest2@stpatscathedral.com.au

Deacon
Rev Mr David Dowling
8839 8415 - deacon@stpatscathedral.com.au

Priest in Residence
Rev Dr Philip Alesin

Office Hours: 900am - 4000m Weekdays

Parish Coordinator/Safeguarding Champion:
Pascarl El-Hage (Mon - Fri)
8419 or coordinator@stpatscathedral.com.au

Parish Secretary: Donna Missio (Mon, Wed, Fri)
8339 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au

Parish Secretary: (Position currently vacant)
8412 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au

Sacramental Coordinator: Parish Team
8339 8400 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au

Director of Music: Bernard Kirkpatrick KSS HonFGCM
8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Director of Music: Eric Grella
8339 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Organist: Patrick Newman
8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au

MC & Liturgy Coordinator: Jorel Mateo
8339 8400 or liturgy @stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant MC: Blake Bano
8400 or liturgy@stpatscathedral.com.au

Youth Coordinator: TBC
8339 8400 or credo@stpatscathedral.com.au

Gift Shop Manager: Contact Parish Office
8400 or giftshop@stpatscathedral.com.au

Sacraments
Baptisms are celebrated in the Cathedral on most
Sundays after the 11:00am Solemn Mass, at around
12:45pm. Contact the parish office to book or fill out
the form on the website.

Weddings are by appointment only.
At least six months’ notice is necessary.
Contact the Parish Secretary on 8839 8412.

First Eucharist and Confirmation
Please contact the Parish Secretaries.

Hiring of Rooms

For hire of Cloister Function rooms, call the office on
8339 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au

Material for Bulletin

If you have something that you would like published in the
bulletin, please ensure thet it is conveyed to our Parish
Secretaries, Pat or Donna, by 12:00 noon on Thursday.

Breakfast Barbecue Thank You

A sincere thank you to al our parishioners for supporting the Credo
Ministry as they hosted the Breakfast Barbecue on 21 June. Thank you
asoto al the Credo volunteers for your hard work, generaosity, and
dedication in making the event such a success. Your support is greatly
appreciated. May God bless you all.

Wrapped in Love, a Homeless Memorial Service

For the Wrapped in Love, a Homeless Memarial Service held on 19 June,
we extend our sincere thanks to Claire for her leadership of the Social
Justice Team, and to all the valunteers whose dedication helped make the
evening ameaningful and successful event. We also thank the associated
agencies and organisations for their support and participation.

A specia acknowledgment to the teachers
and the fallowing students from Catherine
McAuley and Marist Parramatta: Finley,
Nevin, Charles, Jonah, Kush, Alex, Samuel,
Alphen, Arnav, Ananya, Jessica, Jillian, Lily
and Mariel, who generously volunteered their
time and attended the service. Your presence,
compassion, and commitment were greatly
appreciated. Thank youto everyone who
contributed to the success of this important
evening.

Volunteers Needed — “ Parramatta Open”

This year, Sydney Openis coming to Western Sydney, with Parramatta Open
taking place on Saturday 29 August. The day will showcase therich history
and vibrant development of Parramatta, with access to some of the dldest
buildings in Sydney alongside new and iconic sites—many rarely opentothe

We are inviting parish volunteers to be part of this special evert as hosts,
helping welcome visitors and share our love for St Pat's and our parish
community.

The day runs from 10:00am to 4:00pm, and valunteers are welcome to assist
for either a half day or the full day.

If you're interested in being involved, please contact the Parish Coordinator.

Our Commitment to Safeguarding
At St Patrick’'s Cathedral Parramatta, we are dedicated to creating a safe and
nurturing environment for all members of our community, especially children and
vulnerable adults, inline with the "Parramatta Way."
The Parramatta Way of Safeguarding is to...
» Act withjustice, and state that we have a zero tolerance for any form of
abuse or harm to children or any person;
« Act withjustice, and ensure that laws and obligations are upheld, and
safety is paramourt.



https://www.sydneyopen.com.au/about/

PARISH NOTICES

Eucharistic Miracles Exhibition at St Pat’s

Vinnies

good works

How to Download the App



https://stpatscathedral.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/120/responses/new

PARISH NOTICES

Do you volunteer at St Pat’s?

Our parish thrives because of the generosity and dedication of our
volunteers. Do you assist at events, support hospitality welcoming
parishioners? etc

All valunteers in the parish are reminded that, while not every rale
requires a Working With Children Check, all volunteers are
required to complete the “Acknowledgment of the Code of
Conduct” form as a Diocesan requirement (March 2026).

Please complete the form HERE and email it to
coordinator@stpatscathedral.com.au, or collect a paper copy from
the parish dffice.

Major Raffle Prize Donations

Doyou know alocal business, or ovn a business, that may be
willing to donate a major raffle prize as part of the Spring Bazaar
in September? Please contact the Parish Coordinator for further
information. Your generosity is appreciated!

Annual leave

A natice that Fr Rooney wil be on annual leave after this weekend
and will return to the parish on 20 July. We wish him a peaceful,
relaxing and refreshing break. Please note Credo Bible Study
will beinrecess until his return.

Pilgrimage to Turkey in 2027 - Fr Robert

| am looking to see if there is any interest amongst parishioners for
apilgrimage to Turkey in October next year (2027). This
pilgrimage, titled “In the Fooatsteps of St Paul”, is a comprehensive
tour of key sites associated with St Paul and the early Church. |
led a similar tour back in 2014 which was very positively received
by those who travelledwith me. Among other places, we will visit
Cappadacia, some of the sites of church communities mentioned
inthe Book of Revelation, Kusadasi, Ephesus (including Mary’s
House), and Gallipdli, a special place for Australians. Of course,
many other places are on the agenda. At this stage, the tour is
planned for 08 - 21 October, with an optional extensionto Greece
also possible. The Turkey pilgrimage is expected to cost around
$7800 per person, including flights, hotels, meals and tours with a
guide, etc.

If this sounds like something that interests you, please email me at
dean@stpatscathedral.com.au or catch up with me in person.

Planned Giving

We warmly invite all parishioners to review and, if needed, update
their Planned Giving contributions. Planned Giving is an important
way we support the mission, ministries, and future needs of our
parish community together.

The majority of Planned Giving contributions to the parish are now
made through the Parish App, and we encourage you to consider
this option as we move forward. Contributions can also continue to
be made through parish envelopes or via the parish dffice.

If you would like assistance or more information, please get in
touch with the parish office. Thank you for your continued
generasity, support, and faithful contributions to our parish
community.

Updating Your Credit Card Details for
Planned Giving
To update your credit card details, please falow these steps:

« Visit the St Pat's website.

« Click Donate, then click Donate again. You will be redirected
to the Pushpay website.

» Select the person icon with the padiock and log in using your
mobile number.

» Once logged in, you can update your details by clicking on
“Payment Methods"and then select the card details to
update/change.

If you need help at any stage, please contact the parish office or
coordinator for assistance where you can get a detalied “how to
guide’.

“Be The Witness” — The Musical

This is alarge-scale live production that tells the story of Jesus
through the eyes of St Peter — a journey of encourte,
weakness, mercy, and mission. Presented by Mary Queen of the
Family Parish, Blacktown, along with 100 + Vdunteers from the
parishes of the Diocese.

Riverside Theatres, Parramatta
10-13 September 2026

This is mare than a performance. It is an opportunity for us all to
encounter Christ in afresh and accessible way, through story,
music, and shared experience.

Special parish group offer available until Friday 10 July:
Groups of 50 receive around 20% off standard tickets, plus one

complimentary ticket for the parish priest.

Bring your parish group, ministry, family or friends.

Scanthe QR code to book your group or E n=
Visit Be The Witness website .



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1b-7ttoUBIoL4AQaY1Sqown8n1zSUuk8G/view?usp=sharing
https://stpatscathedral.com.au/
https://www.bethewitness.com.au/









http://www.supereasystorage.com.au/
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