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26 July 2026 - 17  Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)th

(02) 8839 8400       www.stpatscathedral.com.au 

Scan and 
connect with us

Support us!
Scan to donate

Wishing you a blessed and joyful week ahead, 

Fr Rooney

WEEKLY PRAYER GROUPS 
Monday   7:15pm - Legion of Mary
Tuesday  9:30am - Christian Meditation 
Tuesday  7:30pm - RCIA (September - April)
Friday      1:00pm - Cenacle Prayers 

MONTHLY PRAYER GROUPS
 

First Friday Devotions: 7:00pm in Chapel
True Life in God: Last Friday @ 6:00pm in the
Cloister Cafe

OTHER GROUPS 
Credo Youth Ministries 
Contact the office or find information on 
Facebook: credo.stpats 
Email: credo@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Friends of St Patrick’s Cemetery
stpatscemeterynp.com

WEEKENDS 
6:00pm (Saturday) Vigil Mass 
7:30am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Mass 
9:30am Mass 
11:00am Solemn Mass with Cathedral Choir
6:00pm Mass 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
6:10am Morning Prayer 
6:30am Mass 
11:15am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
11:15am Reconciliation (till 12:15pm) 
Rosary after Angelus at 12:00 noon 
12:30pm Mass 

SATURDAY 
7:30am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Mass 
8:30am Reconciliation (till 9:00am) 
5:00pm Reconciliation (till 5:30pm) 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
8:00am Mass (No Adoration or Confessions) 

Mass Schedule

Bishop of Parramatta: Most Rev Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv, DD 

IN OUR GOSPEL today, we come to the end of
Christ’s third major discourse in the thirteenth chapter
of St. Matthew, the Parables of the Kingdom. The two
short parables follow a similar pattern: something of
value is found, its value surpasses all else they
possess, and everything is sacrificed in order to
possess it. Like King Solomon in our first reading, we
are challenged today to consider what it is we truly
value and desire. 

In some respects, it might seem quite simple to 
identify what we truly value. Many of us might respond with answers like God,
faith, family, and friends. These may seem like the “correct” answers, but I
wonder if, like Solomon, given the opportunity to have whatever our hearts
desire, we would be so pious as to overlook greater comfort, material wealth,
or worldly power in favour of higher, intangible goods.

Although a man of privilege, Solomon, in a sense, sacrificed, at least the
possibility of other goods for the priceless treasure of wisdom. However, his
life also serves as evidence of a devastating fall from grace when this highest
good of wisdom was demoted to a tool for furthering lesser worldly pursuits.

A curious element of today’s first parable, the hidden treasure in the field, is
that its discoverer could have simply stolen the treasure without the burden of
selling his possessions to buy the seemingly superfluous land. However, the
treasure of the Kingdom is unique. It cannot be acquired unjustly, and it must
come at a cost. Its value lies not in possessing it alongside other things of
varying worth but in the poverty of everything else being sacrificed or offered
up for that true treasure, which is beyond the net value of all else we could
possess.

Most of us Catholics coming to church on Sunday are much like the men in
today’s parables. We have already discovered the hidden treasure in the field.
Like the merchant who can distinguish a bad pearl from a great one, we have
been catechised enough to objectively recognise what is of most value. This
great treasure is uncovered each time we celebrate Holy Mass because the
true treasure of the Kingdom is Wisdom Himself, offered in the Eucharistic
sacrifice, waiting for us in the treasure chest of the tabernacle. To possess
this heavenly treasure, we must firstly truly seek and desire it, not just “know
about it”, and respond to Christ’s directive to give all we have in charity, take
up the cross of sacrifice, and follow Him.

The Treasure of the Kingdom



Parish Coordinator/Safeguarding Champion:
Pascarl El-Hage (Mon - Fri)
8839 8419 or coordinator@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Parish Secretary: Donna Missio (Mon, Wed, Fri) 
8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au

Parish Secretary: (Position currently vacant)
8839 8412 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au

Sacramental Coordinator: Parish Team 
8839 8400 or secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Director of Music: Bernard Kirkpatrick KSS  HonFGCM 
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Assistant Director of Music: Eric Grella 
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Organist: Patrick Newman
8839 8400 or music@stpatscathedral.com.au

MC & Liturgy Coordinator: Jorel Mateo 
8839 8400 or liturgy@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant MC: Blake Bano 
8839 8400 or liturgy@stpatscathedral.com.au

Youth Coordinator: TBC 
8839 8400 or credo@stpatscathedral.com.au
 

Gift Shop Manager: Contact Parish Office
8839 8400 or giftshop@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Hiring of Rooms
For hire of Cloister Function rooms, call the office on
8839 8400 or enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au 

Sacraments
Baptisms are celebrated in the Cathedral on most 
Sundays after the 11:00am Solemn Mass, at around
12:45pm. Contact the parish office to book or fill out
the form on the website.
Weddings are by appointment only.
At least six months’ notice is necessary. 
Contact the Parish Secretary on 8839 8412.
 

First Eucharist and Confirmation 
Please contact the Parish Secretaries.

 Office Hours: 9:00am - 4:00pm Weekdays 

STAFF CONTACT DETAILS 
Dean and Administrator 
Very Rev Robert Riedling EV
8839 8420 - dean@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Priest 
Rev Andrew Rooney 
8839 8423 - assistantpriest@stpatscathedral.com.au

Assistant Priest 
Rev Dr Vincent Ojo
8839 8400 - assistantpriest2@stpatscathedral.com.au

Deacon 
Rev Mr David Dowling 
8839 8415 - deacon@stpatscathedral.com.au

Priest in Residence 
Rev Dr Philip Alesin

 Material for Bulletin 
If you have something that you would like published in the
bulletin, please ensure that it is conveyed to our Parish
Secretaries, Pat or Donna, by 12:00 noon on Thursday. 

THE BULLETIN

Our Commitment to Safeguarding
At St Patrick’s Cathedral Parramatta, we are dedicated to creating a safe and
nurturing environment for all members of our community, especially children and
vulnerable adults, in line with the "Parramatta Way." 

The Parramatta Way of Safeguarding is to...
Act with justice, and state that we have a zero

tolerance for any form of abuse or harm to children or
any person;

Act with justice, and ensure that laws and obligations
are upheld, and safety is paramount.

We are delighted to welcome the Holy Shroud
Exhibition to St Patrick's Cathedral.

📅 07–13 September

📍Chapel, St Patrick's Cathedral, Parramatta

Viewing times and exhibition details coming soon.

The Holy Shroud Exhibition

Exclusive Parish Pre-Sale | Noël! Noël! returns to
St Patrick’s Cathedral!

After a sold-out concert in 2025, the Australian
Brandenburg Orchestra is delighted to return
to St Patrick’s Cathedral on Tuesday 08
December with Noël! Noël!

Parishioners have exclusive access to tickets
from Friday 17 July, one week ahead of the
general public. 

Don’t miss this treasured Christmas tradition
in the magnificent surrounds of the Cathedral.

Tickets: https://www.brandenburg.com.au/live-concerts/events/noel-noel-2026/

https://www.brandenburg.com.au/live-concerts/events/noel-noel-2026
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PARISH NOTICES

How to Download the App
1.Scan QR Code  to go to Google Play Store or Apple App Store on your mobile device.
2.Tap the "Install" button to download and install the app.
3.Once installed, open the app and finish setting up your profile.

 The App can also be downloaded via the Cathedral website:wwwstpatscathedral.com.au

JRS August Winter Appeal
Throughout August, the Social Justice Group will be collecting
donations to support the work of the Jesuit Refugee Service
(JRS), assisting refugees and people seeking asylum.
Food Items needed: Full cream long-life (UHT) milk, canned
fruit, canned vegetables, coconut milk, biscuits (sweet or
savoury). 
Household essentials: Laundry detergent, nappies (sizes 3 &
4), baby wipes.
Donations can be placed at the collection point in the Chapel
from 01 August. Thank you for your generosity!

“Be The Witness” — The Musical
📍 Riverside Theatres, Parramatta
📅 10–13 September 2026

The Cathedral parish has secured 30 Premium tickets at the
special price of $80 per person. By booking through the parish
you avoid the additional booking, processing, and credit card
fees, making it the best value way to attend. 

As only 30 tickets are available, bookings will be allocated on a
first-come, first-served basis.

How to Book:To reserve your ticket, please contact or email the
Parish Coordinator with the following information:

Name
Email
Mobile number
Select a preferred performance:

Friday 11 September 7:30pm  9 tickets left
Saturday 12 September 2:30pm 8 tickets left
Sunday 13 September 2pm ONLY 5 tickets left

Please note only 10 tickets are available per show listed above.

These details are required by Riverside Theatres to ensure your
tickets are correctly allocated and ready for collection on arrival.

Volunteers Needed – Wardens
Do you attend a regular weekend Mass? We are seeking
volunteers to serve as Wardens to assist with taking up the
offertory collection during Mass. Wardens are currently needed
for ALL Masses (Saturday 6:00pm Vigil Mass and Sunday 8:00
am, 9:30am, 11:00am and 6:00pm). If you are able to assist at
your regular Mass, please contact the Parish Office. Training and
support will be provided.

Seniors’ Ministry – August Gathering
The Seniors’ Ministry warmly invites all senior parishioners to our
August Gathering on Wednesday, 05 August, celebrating the
Feast of St Mary MacKillop.

Join us for morning tea followed by a special presentation from a
Josephite Sister from Mary MacKillop Place, North Sydney, who
will share insights into the life and legacy of Australia's first saint.
We are also delighted to welcome Pat Preca as our special
guest.

Date: Wednesday, 05 August
Time: 9:30 am
Venue: Cloister Hall
Cost: $5.00 (payable on the day)

RSVP: Please contact the Parish Office or rsvp via the email
sent.

We look forward to welcoming our senior parishioners for a
morning of faith, friendship and fellowship!

Volunteers Needed – Collection Counters
We are seeking volunteers to assist as Parish Collection
Counters. Counters meet on Monday mornings after the 6:30 am
Mass to count the previous weekend’s collections. Please contact
the Parish Office if you are interested.

Spring Fair Organising Committee –
Volunteers Needed
Our annual Spring Fair will be held on Sunday, 20 September,
and we are looking for volunteers to join the Organising
Committee and work with the Parish Coordinator to help plan this
wonderful community event.

The role may involve attending a few planning meetings in the
lead-up to the Fair and assisting with sourcing items, coordinating
activities, and supporting preparations for the day.

If you would like to be part of the team and help make this year's
Spring Fair a success, please contact the Parish Coordinator.
Your time, ideas and support would be greatly appreciated.

Sewing Volunteers Needed
We are seeking volunteers to help make a new purple Lenten veil
for the large crucifix in the Cathedral. During Lent, these purple
cloths are traditionally used to cover statues and crosses as part
of the Church's liturgical practice. If you have the skills and would
be willing to assist with this special project for Lent 2027, please
contact the Parish Office. Your support would be greatly
appreciated!



Youth Credo – Expression of Interest
We’re excited to be growing our youth
community and would love to hear from
students in upper primary and lower high
school, and their parents. Whether you're
keen to make new friends, participate in
fun activities, and explore your faith, we
invite you to complete our Expression of
Interest form or scan the QR Code.

PARISH NOTICES

Volunteer with the Order of Malta
Community Care Van
The Order of Malta Community Care Van provides practical
support and companionship to people experiencing
homelessness in Parramatta.

Each week, volunteers distribute essential items including
waterproof Coats for the Homeless during winter, sun protection
items in summer, water, food, clothing, hygiene packs, and basic
first aid assistance when trained volunteers are available. Just as
importantly, volunteers spend time listening to and engaging with
those they meet, offering friendship and human connection.

The Community Care Van operates from St Patrick’s Cathedral,
Parramatta. Volunteers gather at the van in the Cathedral parking
lot before walking through Alfred Park, along Church Street, and
to Parramatta Station, distributing items and connecting with
people in need along the way. 

When: Every Monday, 5.30pm–7.30pm
Location: St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta
Please note: Participation is by registration and roster only; walk-
ins cannot be accommodated.

Volunteer Requirements
Minimum 18 years of age
Working With Children Check
Police Check

If you are interested in serving some of the most vulnerable
members of our community, we warmly invite you to register your
interest at www.orderofmalta.org.au/volunteer

Pilgrimage to Turkey in 2027 - Fr Robert
I am seeking expressions of  interest amongst parishioners for a
pilgrimage to Turkey in October next year (2027). This
pilgrimage, titled “In the Footsteps of St Paul”, is a comprehensive
tour of key sites associated with St Paul and the early Church. I
led a similar tour back in 2014 which was very positively received
by those who travelled with me. Among other places, we will visit
Cappadocia, some of the sites of church communities mentioned
in the Book of Revelation, Kusadasi, Ephesus (including Mary’s
House), and  Gallipoli, a special place for Australians. Of course,
many other places are on the agenda. At this stage, the tour is
planned for 08 - 21 October, with an optional extension to Greece
also possible. The Turkey pilgrimage is expected to cost around
$7800 per person, including flights, hotels, meals and tours with a
guide, etc. 

If this sounds like
something that interests
you, please email me at
dean@stpatscathedral.
com.au or catch up with
me in person. 

Join us for an inspiring evening to learn about
the pilgrimage, hear testimonies from past
pilgrims, explore the faith and culture of the
Korean Church, and enjoy fellowship with
other young people.

Date: Wednesday 12 August 
Doors open at 6:30pm. 
Venue: Nagle College
58a Orwell Street, Blacktown 
Register today at:
parracatholic.org/events/wyd27-launch/ 
We look forward to welcoming you!

New Book: “Free to Flourish”
Free to Flourish, Father Stephen Onyekwere's warm new book
on healing, marriage and faith, gently guiding people from
surviving to flourishing. Written with our Bishop's blessing and
subsidised at just $20. For copies, call Mary Queen of the Family
Parish Office on 02 9622 1125 or email
sonyekwere@mqofblacktown.org.au.

World Youth Day Seoul 2027 Launch
Come and discover the pilgrimage to the 17th International World
Youth Day in Seoul, South Korea (26 July – 11 August 2027),
themed “Take courage! I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). 

First Friday - 07 August @ 7:00pm
Please note that due to the Diocesan Awards ceremony taking
place on the evening of 07 August in the Cathedral, there will be
no First Friday devotions for the first Friday of August. Devotions
will resume on 04 September.

Vespers of St Mary of the Cross
Mackillop with Diocesan Awards
You are warmly invited to attend the
Vespers of St Mary of the Cross
MacKillop with Diocesan Awards on
Friday, 08 August, at 7:00 pm in St
Patrick's Cathedral, Parramatta.
Bishop Vincent will be recognising
those people in our parishes and
beyond who have served the Church’s
mission in an exceptional manner.

All are welcome to join us for this
special celebration.

https://parracatholic.org/events/wyd27-launch/
https://parracatholic.org/events/wyd27-launch/
mailto:sonyekwere@mqofblacktown.org.au


WEDDINGS   

BAPTISMS 

We also pray for the couples recently married here and
those preparing for their upcoming nuptials.

POPE LEO’S... 

Prayer Intention
for July

For respect for human life
“Let us pray for the respect and protection of
human life in all its stages, recognising it as a

gift from God.”

Sick: Marica Senjak, Hamish J Pereira, Noelia Narciso, Sonia Villada, Fr Bob Bossini, Esther Alchiruth, Hilda Villada, Rosa
Fedele-Inferra, Giovanni Inferra, Roberto Oleas, Catherine Fisher, Jonelyn Barcelona, Mercedes Naval, Shakima Cartwright,
Anthony Ansoul, Romeo D'Souza, Shirley Tanoto, Priscilla Newman, Marie Docas, Romeo D'Souza, Jenny Cheung, Karl
Fortado, Felixberto de la Pena, Catherine Ramos, Betty Patinglag, Sebastiao Bugo, Sharon Webb, Silvana Rechichi

Special Intentions: Tharindu, Jeevanee, Isuru, Sandunika, Shannen Mendoza, Ivy Mendoza, Dan Rodricks, Chris Dias, Rohan
Rodricks, Raveen, Jocelynn Lardizabal, John & Aida, Susan Thunjhnuwala, Sebastiao Bugo, Li Juan Shi (Mary) and family,
Tharindu Adhikari & Jeevanee Hettiarachchi, Del Mar family, Lucy Thomas, Naleen, Tian, Ankica Senjak

Recently Deceased: Romeo Cagujas, Joseph Nathan, Jung Hun (Yagobo) Suh, Reuben Diast, Rebecca Catimbang, Danny
Doolub, Sr Mary Jenkins, Mr Safad, Chris Gardner, Efigenia Del Moro, Ruel Victoria, Reynaldo Alba, Elizabeth Tobin

Deceased: Flordeliza Borromeo, Chery Abon, Wolfgang Hamer, Newman & Phua families, Danny & John Doolub, Brian
Johnson, Y T Hsu & Deanna Hsu, Norma Caburian-Aberin, Elizabeth Lardizabal, Mrs J Davoren, Peter Maroun, Lucy D'Mello

Anniversaries: Sophie Ellis, Koh Ang Lee, Norbert Saldanha, Kautu Miller, Clarence Muller, Juan Montesco, Maximina
Manlangit, Juliana Toledo, Lily Morales, Carolina Bugo, Isabel Da Luz, Sarah O’Brien, Delfin Saracin, Patrick Slatter, Juliette &
Peter Noronha, Bernard Fonseca, Alban Fonseca, John Barrie Carson, Ambrosia Stanley, Mr & Mrs Thomas, Maria
Villadelgado, Moises Villadelgado, Manolito Villadelgado, Edridges Sequeira, Paul Mahony, Mardi Galea, Paul Fung

Perpetuals: Hanne Bitar, Bev Cockburn, Norm Hector, Efren de los Santos, Thanh Hung Le, June Schembri, Antoine Morvan,
Leo Bardetta, Carmen Train, Joan Brady, Rudy Rupac, Frank Agostino, Wendy A Smith, Louisa & Arthur Baxter, Paul Mahoney,
Nat Fedyk, Robert Dearie, Bokeyar family, David family, Japour family, Paula Loto’aniu, Peter, Teresa & Annette Van Tilburg,
Margaret Angela Roberts, Sally & Frank Martlew, Sherwood family, Pat & Jim Hartman, John Ryan, Mark Fletcher, Royan &
Andrews families, Don & Pat Andrews, Juliet & Peter Noronha, Vijaya Sawant, Dr Joseph Malouf, Abel Moses, Jimmy, Anna &
Frank Grainda, Jack & June Barrett, Ann O’Brien, Watson Lee, Ian & Pat Sanders, Bill & Alice Kendall, Allan Kendall, Maria
Patterson & Ellen Bancan, Hooper family, Giuseppina & Giovanni Rechichi, Mary Coady, Mary & Jack White, Vincent &
Rebecca Vella, Walter Townsend, Ferris Grugeon, McInherny, White, McWilliam & McGuckin families, George & Mary Abela,
Robert Andrews, Sylvester family, Rogan family, Adcock & McMillan families, Love family, Gabrielle Baker, Paula Cowling,
McDermott & Starr families, Repose of the Souls in Purgatory and all deceased parishioners of St Patrick’s and St Monica’s

We pray for...

PRAYER INTENTIONS

From Pope Leo... “God favours smallness, a sign of his discreet love, by which he leaves us free to accept
or reject him. His love makes its presence felt even among the weeds, acts in a hidden
and invisible way like the smallest of all seeds, and leavens the dough without making a
sound.”

WEDDINGS   

BAPTISMS 

We welcome into our Catholic Christian family the
following children recently baptised here... 

We pray for the following couple recently married
here... 

Matthew Johnston
Micaela Moloney

“X” post dated
 19 July

Zeynab Rasouli & Thomas Bombardieri



“I want to see the church
so far forward that my
successor will not be able
to turn back.”

 Saint of the Week 

Information: Universalis

 30 July - St Justin de Jacobis (1800 - 1860), Bishop

“Quote of the Week” Did You Know...? 

Justin was born in Italy in 1800. He joined the Vincentians (Lazarists) and
later was sent to Abyssinia (Ethiopia-Eritrea) as a missionary. He studied
the local language and culture and slowly developed a special love for the
Abyssinian traditions which he used in his missionary ministry. Made
bishop in 1849, De Jacobis worked hard for the formation of the Catholic
Church, establishing a seminary together with Blessed Ghebre Michael,
and ordaining several priests. He died in Eritrea on 31 July 1860. His
missionary methodology, rooted in inculturation, is both a legacy and a
challenge for missionaries today.

Pope Leo XIII
 (1810 - 1903)

Pope from 1878 - 1903

...that the Church asks that babies are baptised soon
after birth?
The Code of Canon Law (n.867) states that “parents are obliged
to see that their infants are baptised within the first few weeks.”
Of course, this is not always possible but it underlines the
importance placed by the Church on the sacrament. The
Catechism states (n.1250): “The Church and the parents would 
deny a child the priceless grace of becoming
a child of God were they not to confer
Baptism shortly after birth.” Most commonly
these days in the West, babies are baptised
after a few months, once domestic life has
settled down!



• Home cleaning

• Strata cleaning

• Commercial cleaning 

• Grounds keeping 

        Cleaning to suit your needs 

KCM Brothers’ Property Maintenance 

 NEED a CLEANER? 

 

Servicing Parramatta & surrounding areas 

Call Mick on 0405 309 826 

www.kcmbrothers.com

Commercial Law
Compensation
Wills and Estates
Conveyancing

Call us on
1800 180 500

to see if we can assist you

Email: reception@mcauleylawyers.com.au

10 Pike Street, Rydalmere 2116

Tel: 0450 078 673  

www.supereasystorage.com.au

• Refinacing

• Rate Reviews

• Better Loan structures

    

Could your loan be better?
Straight answers. A clear game plan.
Honest guidance for families in our community.

Book your free loan review.

Call Steve 0412 613 124
steve.ventrella@easylivinghomeloans.com.au

180 George Street Parramatta

http://www.supereasystorage.com.au/
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